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SOtTTBEBN DEMONSTRATIONS. 

* Race I Do not spe^ to ns of race — we care nothing 
for breed or coloor. What we contend for is, that 
slavery, whether of black or white, is a normal, a 
proper iustitation in society.' So proclaim southern 
writers in the United States. The principle of enslav- 
ing only coloured persons, descendants of imported 
Africans, is now antiquated, and a scheme which 
embraces slavery of every race and variety of com- 
plexion is at length put forward as a natural and 
desirable arrangement for idl parties — a highly (»m- 
mendable state of things. Any one could have 
foreseen that it must come to tlds. The prodigious 
and irKgnlar amalgamation of races in the south, with 
the deterioration and helplessness of the less-affluent 
class of whites in the slaveholding states, has, as 
may be supposed, led to a pretty nearly pure, nay, 
absolutely pure breed of white slaves. A new style 
of reasoning is consequently required. If slavery is 
to be at all vindicated, it must not now be on the 
narrow basis of colour, bnt on the broad grounds, that 
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there ia an inbeient right in the stronger and more 
wealthy claBBee to reduce the poorer, and, it may he, 
more ignoniBt orders to a state of perpetual hondage. 
The cool annoimceineiit of this extraordinaiy doctrine, 
&om influential parties in a great thriving repuhlic, 
Btrikes one with so much wonder, that we almost 
inquire if we have heard aright, or if we are really 
living in the second half of the nineteenth century. 

The most casual glance at the products of the 
southern press leaves no room for doubt on the 
subject A few scraps cannot but be classed among 
the curiosities of modem literature. Mr Fitzhugh, a 
southern writer, says : ' We do not adopt the theory 
that Ham was the ancestor of the negro race. The 
Jewish slaves were not n^roes, and to confine the 
justification of slavery to that of race, would be to 
weaken the Scriptural authority, and to lose the whole 
weight of profane authority ; for we read of no negro 
slavery in ancient times. Slavery, black or white, is 
right and necessary.' The Richmond Inquirer, an able 
Virginian paper, says : ' Until recently, the defence of 
slavery has laboured under great difGcultics, because 
its apologists— for they were mere apologists — took 
half-way grounds, They confined the defence of 
slavery to mere negro slavery; thereby giving up the 
slavery principle, admitting other forms of slavery to 
he wrong. The line of defence is now changed. The 
south now maintains that slavery is right, natural, and 
necessary. While it is far more obvious that negroes 
should be ^ves than whites — for they are only fit to 
labour, not to direct — yet the principle of slavery is 
itself right, and does not depend on difference of 
complexion.' 

Mr G. W. Weston, a writer in the cause of emanci- 
pation in the New York Tribune, observes : ' It is not 
true, in law or in fact, that the condition of slavery at 
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the south is confined to the African race. The prin- 
ciple of American davery which distingiiisheB it from 
the slavery of patriarchal times, and from oriental 
slavery at this day, is, that where the mother ia 
enslaved, the offspring follow the wmdition of the 
mother. The female daves, esposed of necessity to 
the disorderly passions of the whites, are made the 
instroments through whom the Caucasian race is itself 
reduced to the condition of servitude. The hlood of 
orators, statesmen, generals, and even presidents, fiows 
in the veins of thousands who are bought and sold like 
mules and horses. The time is not distant when the 
genuine onmised African will not be found at the 
south. He is already rare, although it is less than 
half a century sinoe the prohibition of the foreign 
dave-trade.' Ilesides the source of whiteness above 
referred to, it is understood that numbers of purely 
Anglo-American children pass into slavery. In some 
instances, the indigent whites of the south sell their 
children to traders; and the practice of kldnapjnng 
white children in the northern states, and transferring 
them southward, is said to be notoriously on the 
increase. We see it mentioned that, in the city of New 
York alone, as many as thirty children on an average 
are stolen yearly ; it being shrewdly guessed that many 
of them are carried to tfae markets of the south, where 
a good price for them can be readily obtained. If there 
lie the shghtest truth in the supposition that gently 
nurtured white iniants are so abstracted fit)m the 
homes of their parents, nothing could give a more 
forcible impression of the horrors entailed on American 
society by the tolerance of slavery within its bosom. 

It has been customary to blame England for having, 
in the first instance, introduced negro slavary into the 
States; but, admitting to its frdl extent her guilt in 
the slave-trade, we can hardly see how her doings 
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in this respect are to be consistently condemned, if 
American writers be sincere in thinking that slavery is 
a normal and absolutely necessary institution. From 
the sentiments lately avowed, it would appear that tiiere 
can be no r^ht condition of affiiirs without slaves. 
Free labour is spoken of as improper, and a thing that 
most end in national disastw. The only security is 
for every man who has tiie means to buy slaves, and 
get all hie work done by Aem. A widdy circulated 
newspaper — the New Orleans Delta — says: 'We have 
a proposition to lay down that may appear startling 
to many becanse it is new, bnt will iiave weight and 
consideration with the thinking, inasmuch as it is 
based on both philosophy and experience. We there- 
fore declare that slavery is not only national in its 
origin, bnt it is essential to republican nationality. 
But for slavery, repuhlicanism would have long since 
become a tale in these United States. It is among 
the slaveholding population that republicanism has 
had its true home and only defence. It is they who 
have made the Union what it is commercially and 
politically. It is only they who can hereafter main- 
tun a safe and honourable union, and enjoy rational 
liberty. History ia instructive; heed its teachings; 
they are invariable and unerring. It teUs us that 
a great republic never existed vritbout slavery. It 
tells us that where partial and defined slavery did 
not exist of law, the mass of the working-people have 
been slaves, and worse than slaves. It tells us that 
wherever universal freedom has nominally existed, 
poverty, want, and possible famine, and humiliating 
dependency of the poor on the rich, have been the 
price of painted delusion. Slavery was an institutioa 
in ail the ancient republics, but in two we have 
eminent examples. In Borne, the mightiest in arms, 
and Athens, the most glorious in art of all the old 
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repulses, slavery prevailed to a greater extent than 
in any state of the Umon. la AtJiens, the proportion 
of slaves to &eemea was about two to one — in Bome, 
scarcely lesa; and yet with this institution imbedded 
in their very hearts, they lived and floorished, century 
after century, and reached a magnificence and 
grandeur of which the history of modem &ee society 
affords no example. Modem ficee society, as at pre- 
sent oi^anised, is radically wrong and rotten. It is 
self-destroying, and can never exist happily and 
normally until it is qualified by the introduction of 
Bome printuple equivalent in effect to the institution of 
negro slavery. In the northern states, £ree society has 
proved a failure. It is rotten to the core. Let the 
domiDion which its putrescence has engendered suc- 
ceed, and society, with its most sacred sanctions and 
its holiest institutions, will fall before it, both in the 
north and south, and the country must become the 
seat of howling anarchy or iron despotism. N(^ro 
slavery, then, is the conservative element of republic- 
anism, and the firmest basis of society in these 
United States. Such being the social and political 
value of slavery, its diffusion and extension are of the 
first importance, and nothing at the present time 
should more nearly interest the wise philanthropist 
and the patriotic statesman, than to devise measures 
to effect these objects — to restore slavery to its 
original national character, and make it an object of 
political solicitude.' 

These notions are far irom singular. By several 
writers, freedom is spoken of with coarse contempt. 
' Free society ! ' says the Muscogee Herald, an Alabama 
newspaper. ' We sicken at the nuue. What is it but 
a conglomeration of greasy mechanics, filthy operatives, 
Mnall-fisted farmers, and moon-struck theorists? All 
the northern, and especially the New England States, 
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' are devoid of society fitted for wdl-bred gentlemen. 
The prevailing dasa one neeta with is that of 
mechanics struggling to be genteel, and small farmers 
irho do their own dmdgery, and yet who are hardly 
fit for association with a southern gentleman's body- 
eervant. This ia yonr firee society, which the northern 
luirdes are endeavouring to extend into Kansas.' 
It woold be nnjnst to lay too much etress on the 
grotesque ravings of an obscure print, did they not 
find an echo in the Richtnond Inquirer, a paper which^ 
as abready hinted, is conducted with no mean ability. 
' Repeatedly,' says its editor, ' have we asked the 
north — Has not the experiment of universal liberty 
failed? Are not the evils of &ee society insufierable ? 
and do not most thinldng men among you propose 
to snbvert and reconstruct it ? Still no answer. 
This gloomy silence is another conclusive proof, added 
to many other conclusive evidences we have famished, 
that free society in the long-run is an impracticable 
form of society; it is everywhere starving, demoralised, 
and insurrectionary. We repeat, then, that policy 
and humanity aUke forbid the extension of the evils 
of free society to new people and coming generationa. 
Two opposite and conflicting forms of society cannot, 
among civilised men, co-exist and endure. The one 
must give way, and cease to exist; the other become 
oniversal. If free society be unnatural, immoral, 
unchristian, it must &11, and give way to slave society 
— a social systemj old as the world, universal as man.' 
It would seem that the measure of public liberty 
which Washington fought for and achieved, is a 
bltmder; and that ibr the much-venerated free insti- 
tutions of the States, must be substituted the mixture 
of aristocracy and heJotism of the ancient world. 

Another Vii^nian print, the Richmond Examiner, 
about two years ago came out with a fiat contradiction 
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of th^e being any longer a desire to see the country 
cleaf of slavery. ' It is all a baUuciimtion to suppose 
that we are ever going to get rid of African slavery, 
or that it will ever be desirable to do bo. It is a thing 
that we cannot do without — ^that is righteous, profitable, 
and permanent, and that belongs to southern society 
as inherently, intricately, and durably as the white 
race itsdf Yea, the white race will itself emigrate 
from the southern states to Afiica, California, or 
Polynesia, sooner than the African. Let us make up 
our minds, therefore, to put up with and make the 
most of the institution. Let us not bother our brains 
about what Providence intends to do with our negroes 
in the distant future, but glory in and profit to the 
atmost by what He has done for them in trans- 
planting them here and setting them to work on our 
plantations. Let the politicians and planters of the 
south, while encouraging the "Baptists and Methodists" 
— and other denominations having a less number 
of votes — in Christianising the negro, keep their 
slaves at hard work, under strict discipline, out of 
idleness and mischief, while tbcy live ; and when they 
come to die, instead of sending them off to Africa, or 
manumitting them to a life of "freedom," licentious- 
ness, and nuisance, will them over to their children, or 
direct them to be sold where they will be made to 
work hard, and be of service to their masters and to 
the country. True philanthropy to the negro begins, 
like charity, at home; and if southern men would 
act as if the canopy of heaven were inscribed with a 
covenant, in letters of fire, that ike negro is here, and 
here for ever ; is our property, and ours for ever ; is 
neper to be emancipated ; is to be kept hard at work, 
and in rigid subjection all his days ; and is never to go 
to Africa, to Polynesia, or to Yankee Laud — far worse 
than either — they would accomplish more good for ttie 
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race in five yean than they boast the Lostitutioii itself 
to have accomplished in two craituries, auid cut up by 
the roots a set of evils and iallacies that threaten to 
drive the white race a-wandering in the western 
wilderness, sooner than Cnfiee will go to preadi the 
gospel in Guinea.' 

We shonld imagine tiiat to most of our readers 
these sentiments will come with startling norelty. 
While the pbilanthropbts of England are contriving all 
ki^ds of meliorations in social economy, they do not 
appear to be aware that in the progress of events 
beyond the Atlantic, vievra have arisen reelecting the 
slave question which are altogether obstructive of 
popular freedom, and calculated to reduce every 
unprotected labourer to the condition of a chattel. 
' We have,' says the South-side Democrat, a Vii^iinian 
contemporary of the Inquirer — ' we have got to hating 
everything with the prefix /ree, faaa free n^roes down 
and up through the whole catalogue — free fanmi, free 
labour, free society, free will, free thinking, free 
children, and free echocdB. But the worst of aU thrae 
abominations is the modem system of free schooLs.' 
The only relief can arise from a retnm to that blessed 
state in which the bulk of the population shall be 
k^t in ignorance and servitude nuder a strong-handed 
minority — there is, it is alleged, no other means to 
assuage the poverty incidental to universal competition. 
All who are unable to maintain their jamilies in 
decency, had better be at once sold to those who are 
disposed to take charge of them. 'Sdl the parents 
of these children into slavery. Let our l^islature 
(continnes the authority just quoted) pass a law, that 
whoever will take these parents, and take care of them 
and their o£^ring, in sickness and in health, clothe 
them, feed them, and house them, shall be l^ally 
entitled to their services; and let the same l^slatnre 
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decree, that whoever receives these parenta and their 
children, and obtains their serrices, shall take care ^f 
them as long as they live.' We infer from all that h 
told of the condition of the impoverished ' white trash ' 
in the sonthem states, that the l^isUtive measures 
here pconted at would present a natural and not 
unlikely solution of a somewhat puzzling question. 
Sanguine as are our expectations of sodal advancement, 
under prudent safeguards, who can tell that at least a 
secldon of a great nation may not, even in our times, 
return to the almost forgotten usages of medieval 
Europe. The worid is after all, perhaps, not so vastly 
improved as one would be inclined to think. 

Unlike the serfdom of the middle ages, when war 
and famine carried off no small share of the redundant 
population, southern slavery cannot be successfully 
maintained nnless means be found for employing the 
increase on adjoining lands, or disposing of it tor 
transit to distant settlements. The pressing necessity 
for extending limited properties into lai^e possessions, 
is stated to be op««ting on a gigantic scale in 
Alabama. The Hon. C. C. Clay, Jun., on lately 
addressing a Horticulttiral Society in that great cotton- 
growing state, laments the atworption of small properties. 
' Our wealthier planters,' he observes, ' with greater 
means, and no more skiU, are buying out their poorer 
ndghbonrs, extending their plantationsj and adding 
to their skve force. Of the 20,000,000 of dollars 
auQually realised irom the sales of cotton crop of 
Alabama, neariy all not expended in supporting the 
producers is reinvested ia land and n^oes. Thu^, 
the white population has decreased, and the slave 
increased, almost pari passu in several counties in our 
state. In 1825, Madison county cast about 8000 
votes; now she cannot exceed 2300. In traversing 
that county, one will discover numerous iarmhouses. 
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once the abode of indastrions and intelligent freemen, 
nov occupied by slaves, or tenanttess, deeerted, and 
dilapidated ; he will observe fields once fertile, now 
nnfenced, abandoned ; he will see the moss growing 
on the motddering walls of once thrifty villagea, and 
will find "one only master grasps the whole domain," 
that once furnished happy homes for a dozen white 
families.' To this dismal description, that req>ectable 
authority, Olmsted, says that the poMtical experiment 
of Old Vii^nia, the Carolinas, and Georgia, ia being 
repeated to the same fatal result in Young Alabama. 

The generally blighting influence of slavery is 
<Jearly a main cause of its extension. To exist at all, 
it must push into new regions, everywhere exhaust- 
ing lands, extinguishing freedom, and dishonouring 
independent rural industry. Pursued by a fearfol 
Nemesis, the slave-power still seeks tot more and 
more scope for its devastating encroachments. An 
amount of labour far beyond the hounds of internal 
Bupply is in demand. If the great west is to be added 
piecemeal to the slave states of the Union, the breed- 
ing establishments of Vii^nia will fail to furnish stock 
except at exorbitant prices. Nothing, accordingly, 
remauts hut a legalised revival of the slave-traffic from 
the coast of Africa, or the legal extension of slavery to 
the poorer classes of the white population. We have 
seen what is said of the latter expedient ; and a desire 
to supply the labour-market by the former odious 
means, is likewise expressed in no reserved terms. The 
New Orleans Delta says, on a late occasion, ' We not 
oiily desire to make territoriee, now fi«e, slave terri- 
tories, and to acquire new territory into which to 
extend slavery — such as Cuba, North-eastern Mexico, 
See. — but we would reopen the African slave-trade, that 
every white man might hiive a chance to make himself 
owner of one or more negroes, and go with them and 
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their household gods wherever opportumtf bedconed 
to enterprise. But the North would never consent 
to this; they would dissolve the Union rather than 
grant itj say the croaking impracticahles. Gentlemen, 
you do not know the North, oracular as you look when 
dobionsly shaking your heads. It would not oppose 
any more bitterly a large demand like this, boldly 
made, than the smallest one, faintly and politely ur^ed. 
Try it. There is nothing to lose by the experiment. 
At all events, if the attempt to reopen this trade 
should fajl, it would give one more proof of how 
injurious our eonnectioa with the North has become 
to us, and would indicate one more signal advantage 
which a southern confederacy would have over the 
present hetert^eneous association called the Union.' 
How the Ncffth has deserved that cut ! The advant- 
ages of a revived African slave trade were ai^menta- 
tively pointed out by the Charleston Standard so 
recently as last October. ' From first to last, there 
has been a constant want of labonr. Three millions 
of our people have perhaps as many slaves as they 
naturally require; but there are three millions more 
who are unsupphed. They would take slaves if they 
could get them ; but they are not to be had at prices 
which will enable them to be used in competition 
with the free labour of the world. AU we have are 
wanted for agriculture, and even these are not enough. 
While all axe employed, and employed most profitably, 
lands all over the country are parched and unprofitable, 
for the want of labour, and milhona more could have 
been absorbed. The labour of those brought one year, 
would have paid for those to be brought the next ; aa 
employments opened, white men of enterprise would 
have come in more abundance than they have done ; 
the stream of labour from .A^ica would have met a 
stream of enterprise from Europe ; both would have 



D,o,i,7.d.,Goo(^lc 



)3 AMERICAN SLAVEftY AND COLOUR. 

poored in fa^etherj the population of die aontbem 
states Tould bare been more dense ; the population 
o^ the northern Btates would have been more Bparse ; 
Georgia would have been to New York as New York 
is now to Georgia ; other states from Texas and New 
Mexico would have been brought in ; and thus, if the 
slave states had held on to the sources of their real 

power, the South would have been the Union 

There is now buried under every acre of land in South 
Caroliaa at least fiity dollars in gold; and the day 
that the savage African is landed on our shores to 
cultivate it, that gold will glitter on its surface.' 

It will not be imagined that these vrild opinions 
meet with imiveraal response in the South, where, 
indeed, many planters above the ordinary standard 
are conscious of the evils of slavery, and would gladly 
listen to any reasonable plan for relieving themselves 
of their coloured dependents. Least of all do such 
notions meet with approval in the North. Sut it is 
not less certain that, from causes not far to seek, a 
new tone of sentiment has bc^;un to prevail among the 
general Elavcholding interest. What was long lamented 
and reluctantly endured, is now resolutely maintained, 
and arguments are found to vindicate its indefinite 
extension. A high civil functionary, Mr Adams, 
governor of South Carolina, in his late message to 
the legislature of that state, goes quite as far a length 
as any of the newspapers above quoted. Referring 
to the pressure against slavery, he speaks of the 
necessity for prompt measures to fortily and extend it. 
He recommends the passage of a law exempting from 
legal seizure and sale, at least one slave ; so that every 
family of whites may be stimulated to possess pro- 
perty 'in some degree above the casualties of debt.' 
Referring to the increasing demand for slaves to 
cultivate cotton, he sees no other means for retaining 
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and ultimately destroy tlie iiiBtitntio&. It is a snffi- 
cient Biuswer to point to the fact, that unrestricted 
immigration has not diminished the Talne of labour 
in the north-western section of the confederacy. 
The cry there is, want of labour, notwithstanding 
capital has the pauperism of the Old World to preae 
into its grinding service. If we cannot supply i}ie 
demand for slave-labour, then we must expect to be 
siipphed with a species of labour we do not want, and 
which is, irom the very nature of things, antagonistic 
to our institutions. :bi all alaveholding states^ true 
policy dictates that the superior race should direct, and 
the inferior perform all menial service. Competition 
between the white and black man for this ssrvice may 
not disturb northern sensibility, but it does not exacUy 
suit our latitude. Irrespective, however, of interest, 
the act of congress declaring the slave-trade piracy, is 
a brand upon us which I think it important to remove. 
If the trade be piracy, the slave must be plunder ; and 
no ingenuity can avoid the logical necessity of such 
conduaion. My hopes and fortunes are indissolobly 
associated with this form of society. I feel that I would 
be wanting in duty if I did not urge you to withdraw 
your assent to an act which is itself a direct condem- 
nation of our institutions. But we have interests to 
enforce a course of self-respect. I believe, as I have 
already stated, that more slaves are necessary to a 
continuance of our monopoly in plantation products. I 
believe that they are necessary to the full development 
of our whole round of agricultural and mechanical 
resources ; that they are necessary to the restoration 
of the South to an equality of power in the general 
government, perhaps to the very integrity of slave 
society, disturbed as it has been by causes which have 
induced an undue proportion of the ruling race. To 
us have been committed the fortunes of t^s peculiar 
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form of society resulting from the union of nneqn 
races. It has vindicated its claim to the approbatit 
of an enlightened hnmanity. It has civiliaed ai 
Christianised the African It has exalted the whi 
race itself to higher hopes and pnrposes, and it 
perhaps of the most sacred obhgation that we shou 
give it the means of expansion, and that we should pre 
it forward to a perpetuity of progress.' 

In making the foregoing prop«»itions to revive tl 
foreign slave-trade, the more eager spirits of the Sou 
do not appear to have sufficiently considered the poHl 
cal difficulties which were presented to a measure 
that kind. The North, httle as it is to be respected f 
its general lethai^y, would not tolerate so gross an on 
rage, and it is almost unnecessary to say, that the ba 
attempt to legalise the importation of slaves, would pr 
duce a rupture with England and other European powei 
which might end in a speedy solution of the who 
question of slavery and colour. The federal au&oriti 
hastened to repudiate the sentiments of the extreu 
southern party. Shortly after the meeting of congref 
a resolution was brought into the House of Represent 
tives, December 15, 1856, repelling the notion of openii 
the slave-trade, and it was carried by a majori 
of 153 to 57. Immediately afterwards, a resolutit 
was introduced, declaring it to be inexpedient, unwic 
and contrary to the settled policy of the Uniti 
States, to repeal the laws against the slave-trade; at 
this esprrasion of feeling was carried by a majori 
of 183 to 8. To think it was necessary at this tin 
of day, for the representatives of a great nation 
make these avowals 1 The motive for doing so, hoi 
ever, is alleged to have been less a regard for tl 
outraged opinion of Christendom, than a desire 
discountenance a project for lowering the value of slav 
property, which wonld be an inevitable consequen 
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of la^e importatioiu of blacks from the coast of 
Africa. Whaterer tmtb may be in this Buppoeition, 
Burely all except a few indiscreet persona must have 
felt that flouthem demonstrations bad gone a little too 
&st— -and too &r. 
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HI.AVEfiY AT THE REVOLOTION — ACQTTI3ITI0N 
or LOUISIANA. 

In the dasliiiig times wliich produced the Declaration 
of Independence, and opened up the most ^wing 
anticipations of a political miU^mium, in which we 
were to ' hold these truths as self-endent, that all men 
are created equal — that th^ are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights — ^that among 
these are life, Libebtt, and the pursnit of hi^pineaa' 
— we say, in the midst of these annonncements of a 
brighter day for hitherto down-trodden human nature, 
and of what was actually done towards founding a 
great republic, who could have foreseen tiiat in dgh^ 
years the result would be a state of things in which a 
sixth part of the population would be ^res — Shaman 
beings of every variety of complexion and diversity of 
intelligence, placed, from no fault of their own, on a 
level with the brute creation j and iurther, that this 
sorrowful and abject condition would come to he 
extended, perpetuated, vindicated as an essential 
element in civil society ! The world, as it appears to 
UB, has hardly awakened to a conBcionsness of this 
historical anomaly ; and this is not Bur|aising, for the 
Americans themselves are as yet only beginning to 
see the awkwardness of the ditemma into which they 
have allowed tbemselTes to be drifted. 

It was from no qualm of conacieQce on the part of 
the committee appointed to draw up the Declaration — 
Jefferson, Adams, Livingston, Sherman, and Franklin 
— &at the passages relative to slavery were struck 
ont from the celebrated document. ' He [the king of 
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Oreftt Britain] has waged omel ww agMuat human 
nature itself, violating its moet sacred rights of life and 
libetty in the penona of a distant people, vho never 
offended him, captiTating and curying them into 
■Uvery in another hemiaphere, or to incur a niiseTable 
death in theii tranaportation thither. Thia piratical 
warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers, is the 
war&re of the Christian king of Qreat Sritain. 
Detennined to keep open market where men ahonld 
be bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative 
for Buppresring every legislative attempt to prohibit 
or to restrain this execrable eonuooerce.' * && It 
was quite as well that these ungentle accusations 
should have been withdrawn, in coneideratioii, as is 
said, for the feelings of southern members of the 
infant confederacy; that so there might remain no 
historical doubt of the fact, that Union was Becared 
only by oonciliating the more intractable order of 
Blavehcdders, Whatever, therefore, may be oar surprise 
at the present anomalous complication of American 
liberty and slavery, the marvel would seem to be 
lessened by the explanation, that irom the very com- 
mencement, on that memorable 4th of July 1776, when 
the Declaration of Independence was signed in the 
city-hall, Philadelphia, there never has been a condi- 
tion of universal freedom. The Declaration, doubtless, 
propounded the doctrine of human equality ; but this 
document never seems to have bad the validity of law. 
At all events, as regards the principle of slavery, the 
lofty preamble of the Declaration about ' inalienable 
rights' has proved to be only a respectable piece of 

* The first dnmghl; of the DeolsralioD of Independenee, embracing tliese 
erased pugmgoSi 13 sbevm ia the rooms of the AmericBn Philosophical Societj 
in Pbiladelphis, ui institotion foanded hj Franklin. It waa the greatest 
aiohBological omiogitj Qf sooh a term be allowable) which the preeent 
initec saw ia the United SUtes. 
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Bwnhim — words which eerve their purpoee, and signify 
nothing. 

At the opening of the revolutionary war, there were 
slaves in all the revolted colonies; even in Massa- 
chusetts, the land of the ' Pilgrim Fattiers,' there were 
slaves, and sales of slaves too ; though it is proper to 
add, that Massachusetts was the first to set Uie example 
of pa^ng an act for general emancipation. 

^England, of course, must be charged with the crime 
of having introduced, in the first instance, the AiHcans 
as an article of merchandise into the plantations, 
against the r^eatedly expressed wishes of the settlers, 
and of having fostered slavery till it took root as a 
social usage. Lawyers might now speculate on Uie 
question — whether, at the period of the revolutioDary 
troubles, slaves could he l^ally held in the colonies? 
A short tame previously, it had been decided by courts 
of juatice, that a slave landing in England became &ee; 
and as the common law was extended over all parts of 
the realm, it is demonstrable that the maintenance of 
slavery in distant dependencies was, to say the least of 
it, open to challenge. The question ^as not, however, 
tried ; and, as is well known, s vigorous English slave- 
trade was carried on for many years afterwards with 
the West Indies and other pcrasessions — much to the 
profit of Liverpool and Bristol, and apparently to the 
Batis&ction or indifference of all, except the few indivi- 
duals who deigned to feel an interest in the unhappy 
objects of ml^eas deportation — which individuals, as 
is usual in such cases, were set down as visionaries, 
crack-brained enthusiasts, who had no proper regard 
for national greatness. "When the House of Commons 
was at length induced, in 1792, to pass a bill for the 
Buj^iression of the slave-trade, it was rejected by the 
House of Iiords, on the ground of its damaging effects 
npon great comm^cial and colonial interests. As the 
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fiunons aboHtitm act did not paaa till 1807^ and the 
trade did not abwdately ceue till the iBt of Janoar; 
1808 — as, in fact, daTea wcse hdd in tite eolcmiea nntil 
onr own timea— and, what ia still more to the ptmtt, 
sa our conlinQed national proepenty depends in no 
mnall d^ree on the porchase and mann&ctore of 
slave-grown cotton — the English have not mnch reaaon 
to be boastful on the ntbject. 

For several yean after the termination c£ the 
revolutionary war — 1784 to 1789 — the Americans had 
DO proper federal constitution^ and public matters were 
r^ulated during this interregnum by what was called 
the ContiDental Congress, sitting in FhiIadel|Aia or 
New York. To have anything like a correct notion 
of the American slave questioD, we need to look 
back to the operations of this august body. One 
of the subjects that fell under its discnason, was 
the management of certain western territoriea which 
several states relinquidied for the benefit of the general 
commonwealth, in conraderation that congress should 
Hqnidftte debts and obligations incurred by these states 
during the war. The cessions were made on these 
terms; and congress henceforth exercised a direct 
sovereignty over large tracts of country, firom which 
new states could be excavated. Flans for the govern- 
ment of the Western Territory occupied considerable 
attention; Mr Jefferson apparently taking a lead in 
the business, and producing schemes by which slavery 
was never to he intruded into this vast r^ion. A 
proposal of this nature was lost on coming to a vote; 
but at length, in 1787, in the last continental congress, 
was passed an ' Ordinance for the Government of the 
Territory of the United States, North-west of the Ohio,' 
which embraced this prorision : 'There shall he neither 
davery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, 
otherwise than in punishment of crimes, whereof the 
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parties shall be duly convicted.' The enactment of 
thia law, which will afterwarda come frequently under 
notice, would seem to aettle the point, that congre» 
is entitled, among other, re^^nlations, to enjcon that 
slavery shall or shall not be a constituent element in 
the Teriitories under its special jnriBdictioo ; yet no 
constitutional questiou has produced such angry 
discussion. 

The circiimstance of JefTerson not being able to 
carry his larger tneasnre, which compehended terri< 
tories south of those joet n)enti(Hied, shews that die 
leading men of the time were cramped in their bene- 
volent efforts to extend the sj^ere of fireedom. They 
were thoroughly aware that slavery in any form, or 
wherever situated, was a bad thing; and on suitable 
occasions, th^ spoke plainly out on the subject. Not 
disgoiaing the fact from themselves or bom others, 
they nevertheless thought proper to temporise. Be- 
lieving that any attempt at emandpation through 
federal agency would probably alienate slaveholders, 
and so jeopardise the coilsolidation of the States, they 
wexe inclined to leave the sul^ect to the action of 
public opinion, of which there were hopeful symptoms. 
As early as 1775, the representatives of a district in 
Geto'gia passed a resolution, declaring their disappro- 
bation and abhorrence of the unnatural practice of 
slavery in America — 'a practice,* they say, 'founded 
on injustice and cruelty, and highly dangerous to our 
liberties, as well as lives j debasing part of our fellow- 
creatures below men, and corrupting the virtue and 
morals of the rest; and aa laying the basis of that 
liberty we cont^id for on a wrong foundation.' Other 
anti-slavery sentiments shine out daring the ensuing 
ten years. Massachusetts, as has been said, took the 
lead in emancipation ; other New-England States, and 
also Femuylvauiaj denounce slavery, provide for 
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Becnring freedom to all born after a certun 6a.y, and 
piohitnt the import of any more darea. Vii^iiiia 
likewise proliibita imporUtion, and lemores l^al 
restrictionB on emancipation. From North Carolina, 
New York, and New Jersey, are iesiied edicts against 
the further import of slaveB. In short, it appears as 
if fllarery was everywhere about to be given i^, and 
done with. Some expectations of this kind, along 
with an anxiety to conciliate donbtM fiiraidB, afibrd 
the only excnse for the perpetuation of slavery tmder 
the constitution. With a distinct consciousness of 
its injostice, its dangers, slavery was rect^ised under 
ambiguous terms — singular anomaly .' — ^iu the great 
charter of republican freedom. It was competent to 
repudiate it ; it was adviBable to maintain a discreet 
mlence respecting it. Neither was done. Here lies 
the first great blunder of American statesmanship, 
never to be rectified. The constitation was fram^ 
in 1787, and was in general operation in 1789. 

This constitution, which still gives cohesion to the 
States under a federal government, is an instmrneDt 
divided into articles, each subdivided into clauses. 
The passages referring to slavery are as follows: In 
the second clause of the first article there is a ]ao- 
vision for representation and tasation — ' Kepresenta- 
tivea and direct taxes shall be apportioned among 
the several states which may be included within this 
Union, according to their respective numbers, which 
shall be determined by adding to the whole number 
of iree persons, including those boimd to servitade 
for a term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, 
three-fifths of elU other persons.' By ' all other persons ' 
is signified slaves. Accordingly, in whatever state 
slavery exists, there is till this day a statutory method 
of making np an artificial constitnency : in other 
words, the number is swelled by counting. slaves; but 
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as the slaves have no vote, it li^pens that a limited 
constitneacy of iree white persona possess a political 
power equal to that of a constituency altogether &ee. 
That BO acute a people as the AmericauB should have 
accepted this as a &ir thing in repreBentati<Hi, and 
still Buhmit to it, almost passes belief. To proceed, 
however. The next reference to sUtvery in the con- 
stitatioa is contained in fmother clause of the first 
article — ' The migration or importation c^ such persons 
as any of the states now existing shall Uiink proper to 
admit, shall not be prohihited by the congress prior 
to the year 1808 ; but a tax or duty may he imposed, 
not exceeding ten dollars on each person.' By one of 
the danses of the fourth article, it is ordained that 
* No person held to service or labour in one state under 
the laws thereof escaping into another, shall in conse- 
quence of any law or regulation therein be dischai^;ed 
&om such service or labour, hut shall be dehvered 
up on claim of the party to whom eutdi labour may 
be due.' 

Other clauses have a remote bearing on slavery. 
It is ordained, that 'congress shall have power to 
suppress insurrections,' and quell ' domestic violence ; ' 
consequently,- a rebellion of slaves may be suppressed 
with the whole force that the federal government can 
bring against it. According to another clause, 'con- 
gress shidl have power to dispose of, and make all 
needful roles and r^ulations respecting the territory 
cat other property belonging to the United States.' 
How this privilege has been tortured to infer the right 
of granting permission to extend slavery over new 
territories, will soon appear. 

The use of such ambiguous phraseology in the 
constitution, as 'persons hdd to labour,' leads one to 
infer that the fathers of the constitution were ashamed 
of the thing indicated. In the face of mankind, and 
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freflh firam a Bocoenfiil straggle for liberty, they do 
not appear to lutTe had the courage to emplc^ a candid 
-^anaBology. Be thu as it may, the constitation had 
taken its gnnind in maintaining the rights of Blave- 
holden. They conld hold peraona to service, ponue 
and Kcnra them if they fied; and at least until 1808, 
th^ could migrate with iliem to new poBsessiona, and 
TcceiTe fresh m^ilies by impcatation. 

Foaaifaly, the national conscience felt no alarm in 
adopting these l^al institntes. All were jobilant orer 
late snccessea. A mighty power three thousand miles 
off had been hmnUed ; ' glory,' as Emerson says, had 
been 'booght cheap/ The new republic could aficnrd 
to lecture England — ^which, we are tbankiulj has 
always been aUe to stand a good deal of sound scolding 
— on the doctrine of inherent humtoi rights. In the 
address of ttie first ctntgress under the constitutuni, to 
the people of Crreat Britain, what grandeur in the 
passages about liberty, oppresmcHi, slayery, and chains. 
' When a nation, led to greato^s by the hand of 
liberty, and possessed of all the glory that hennsm, 
munificence, and humanity can bestow, descends to the 
ungrateful task of forging chains for her friends and 
children, and instead of giving support to freedom, 
turns advocate for sUvery and oppression, there is 
reason to believe that she has ceased to be virtuous, or 
has been extremely n^l%ent in the appoiutmeat of 
her rulers.' With sach remonstrances against wrong- 
doing, whidi stem as if addressed to the living genera- 
tion of Americans, who could suppose that this same 
coi^ress required to be reminded that a section of 
the population was still deprived of its rights? As 
president of the Abolition Society of Philadelphia, 
Franklin signed a memorial to the £rst congress, 
praying that the blessings of liberty may be rightfully 
administered, ' without distinction of colour,* and that 
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remove it from ite middle rtates; And all that ihe 
Initiators of the day were called on to do was to 
adopt such meamrea aa mnild prerent alaveiy from 
extending and intrenidiing itsdf permanently in the 
aonth. Neglectfdl on this point, all iraa loet. 

Engaged in the task of estabHahing a great nation — 
bnilding cities, redaiming wildemeases, opebing up 
channels of internal conuunnication, extending com- 
merce, planting chnrches, achools, printing-preaaes, and 
other engines of dviliaation ; sncccsafnl in almort all 
srtB, and floumhing beyond the hopes of the wildest 
imagination — ^the Americana never seem to have 
attained a clear conscionsneaa that there vaa any 
lurking posrability of social dislocation in conseqoence 
of slavery being tolerated within their political system. 
Not that there has not always been a party who 
augnred dai^er from this quarter; but in the main, 
tilings have been left to take their coarse; or mcne 
correctly, the nation has, with rangular indidference^ 
seen a series of events sncceseively and more and mrae 
hopelessly interweave slavey with the constitution. 

It was, we believe, a crotchet of Wadiington 
that the federal capital of the United States should 
be a city removed from popular influences — aa if 
there was any imaginable Olympns from which tiie 
pleasant constitutional practice of Lobbying could by 
any stratagem be excluded. New York would not do. 
Philadelphia — more the pity — would not do. lliere 
must be a metropolis standing alone in virtuous 
BoHtnde, somewhere about the centre of the Union. 
Accordingly, a site was pitched upon, on the banks of 
the Potomac, the contiguous states of Virginia and 
Maryland severally resigning a patch of a few miles 
square for the purpose, henceforth called the I&trict 
of Coliuubia. When Washington here planned and 
built the city which bears his name, he could not have 
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had any great horror of slavery, although he would 
much rather there had been no such thing in the 
world. Virginia and Maryland were then, as bow, 
slave states. Slavery accordingly remained in the 
District of Columbia, as if indigenous in the soil ; and 
from this time the supreme authorities of the United 
States became the civic magistracy of a kind of minia- 
ture independent state, in which slavery was a rect^- 
nised institution. It could be shewn that this plantation 
of a political metropolis in the bosom of slavery did 
much disservice to the cause of freedom — the B^;ht 
of slaves, slave-depfite, slave-sales, and the looeeneas 
of morals usual in communities affected by slavery, 
producing no good effect on representatives from 
the free states. It might be argued that, as Columbia 
was surrounded by slave states, freedom within this 
small domain was impracticable. That, however, is 
not the question. The thing to be deprecated was, 
making federal authority responsible for an institution 
which American writers never cease to represent as 
belong:ing exclusively to the states in their individual 
capacity. If any one up till this time imagined that 
slavery was independent of national administration, 
his fiuth, we think, must have received a considerahle 
shock. There were remonstrances, hut they sunk and 
disappeared under a general acquiescence. 

We are now referring to the close of the last and 
b^inning of the present century, and shortly after- 
wards came an event &x more serious than the oi^an- 
isation of the capital of the Union. This was a vast 
accession of new territory on the south and west. 
Left to tiiemselves, with a wide continent invitingly 
open for acquisition, the Anglo-Americans only seemed 
to fidfil an obvious destiny in carrying their flag 
beyond the hmits of the colonies which had been reft 
from the British crown. A favourable opportunity 
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for making a Urge aoqnuttion occaned in IS/Xi, vli^t 
the Frendi mider Bomqnrte offered to sell the jnxiTiiiice 
at Loaisiaiia, irhich emfanoed die wlude of the west 
bank of the Misnaoippi. A little better management 
oa the part of England would periiaps have aaved the 
Frenfdi the troohle of baigsiniiig awa; thia valuable 
fiveign po c a ca mon, which they oottld no longv keep ; 
bat aa Looiaiana waa not ao aecnred, it Ml □atorally, 
and we tnnat say jnatdfialdT, into the h»™1w of flie 
Americana. The porchaae, which waa made for the 
fitun of fifteen milUona of dollaiB, excited Ae firat of 
that series of atru^lea in congreBS between North and 
South, whidi has lasted till our own times. The 
country acquired, was already aettled in its lower part 
with French slavdiddecB engaged in the culture of 
Bogar and cotton, and covered an area of about 900,000 
square milea — a apace larger than all the old thirteen 
states put tc^ether, and in<^1niHiig the territories of 
Missonri, Kansas, and Nebraska, which have latterly 
oigaged so mnob angry disputation, and caused no 
little Uooddied. 

On the one hand, it was scarcely in human nature 
to resist the easy acquisition of so ^endid a domain ; 
on the other, tiiexe were not nnreaaonable fears among 
northern politicians that the addition would in some 
way imperil the security of the Union. Prognoetica- 
tiouB of diaaater, remonstrances, legal doubts, availed 
not against Ox controlling desire for national greatness. 
It mattered not that Washington, in his &rewell 
address to the people of the United States, had ntteared 
the Bolenin warning — ' Let there be no change from 
usurpation.' It mattered not that Jefierson, at the 
time president, shewed argumentatively that 'the 
constitution has made no provuion for our htddii^ 
foreign territory, still less for our incorporating foreign 
nations into our Union,' and intimated that the 
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acqaisition of Lonuiaiu 'voold make 
blank p^ter by coiwtnictiraL' Agi 
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to hazard another altematire, that n 
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behind tiiem no cqnals in magnitadi 
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persons wbo fignied in the commotii 
still on the stage whcai the Loni^ana 
discussion; bnt there waa now a gen 
heroism; intxigoe took the ]dace of ] 
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the men of the nortb, for the rake of mBterial interests, 
raccambecl to a caiuve of treatment, which their more 
sturdy ancesttHv would not have endured from an 
Engliah miniBtry. Unfortunately, also, a deteiioratdon 
of manners vaa visible among slaveholders. The gentle- 
manly spirit of the old [danters was passing away. 
Vi^linia was beginning to be ' ovemm by time-servras, 
oflSce-honters, and p61itk:al blacklegB.' Power was 
snbaiding into the possession of this disreputable class 
of personages. Nor, all things considered, could much 
else be erpectei. Certain radical mistakes, as had 
been seen, were committed in the general terms of 
union. The constitutional rect^nition of slavery had 
fixed and given breadth to tiie institution. The slave- 
holders had secured a firanduse to which nothing 
ccHTesponded in the North. Of course, such a flagrant 
jnece of injustice could not have been tolerated for 
any length of time, had the North been tme to itself. 
But this, as we may afterwards have occasion to 
particularise, it has never been — a large proportion 
of northern men having on all occasions cast in thdr 
lot with the political party represented by the more 
imperious aristocracy of the South. With snch facts 
before ns, can we feel surprise at the passage of the 
Louisiana Bill, snd all aubsequent bills of the aame 
nature? Freedom had been delivered up, bound 
hand and foot, to the interests of slavery, and all 
that followed was a natural consequence of this 
fundamental error. 

We are justified in these opinions by the remarks 
of the venerable Josiah Quincy, a survivor of the 
youthful era of the republic. In his late admirable 
address on this subject, he says : ' The passage of the 
liouieiana Admission Bill was effected by arts which 
slaveholders well know bow to select and aj^y. Sops 
were given to the congreesicHial watch-d(^ of the free 
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states. To some, pronmes were made, hy tray of 
opiatea ; and those whom they could neither pay nor 
drug, were |niblic]y treated with insoleDce and scorn. 
Threats, duels, and violence were at that day, as now, 
modes iqpiproTed by them to deter men from awakenii^ 
the free states to a sense of danger. From the 
moment the act was passed, th^ saw that the firee 
states were shorn of their strength j that they had 
obtained space to multiply slaves at their will ; and Mr 
Jeflbrson had confidently told them that, irom that 
moment, the "constitution of the United States was 
blank paper ; " bat more correctly, there was no longer 
any constitution. The slaveholders, irom that day, 
saw they had the free states in their power ; that they 
were masters, and the firee states slaves; and have 
acted accordingly. From the passage of the Louisiana 
Bill until this day, their policy has been directed to 
a angle object, with almost uninterrupted success, 
lliat ol^ect was to ^dude the free states from any 
share of power, except in subservi^icy to their views ; 
and they have undeniably, daring all the subsequent 
p^od of onr history (the administration of John 
Quincy Adams only excepted) placed in the chair of 
state either slaveholders or men &om the firee states, 
who, for the sake of power, cousoited to be their tools 
— " Northern men with Southern principles ; " in 
other words, meu who, for the sake of power or pay, 
were, willing to do any woi^ they would set them 
upon.' * 

With the widening scope for slave-labonr opened 
up by the passage of the Louisiana Bill, also the 
contemporary extension of davery over portions of the 
southern states, it will not appear strange that in 1810 

* Addrtf lIlmtraHve of the Nalure and Ptneer of tie Slart Slalei, and 
rte Dutia of tht Free Slalei: deliTered at Qnincy, MaesachnBett", Jane 
G, ISSe. Boaton: Tickaor ud Helds. 
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(notvithstaDding the remontl of the inatitatioii from 
several states, and the atoppa^ of the irndga slave- 
trade iti 1808), the number of shiTea in Uie Union bad 
iDcreased to 1,191,864 — a Bignificuit commentary on 
the hallmsnations of ibe pa^ot founders of the 
republic. 



GcKHjIe 



THB HISBOQBI COHFBOHISZ. 

StarI'ino with lofty notions of liber^ and equality, 
the United States, as already noticed, hare always, 
and now more than ever, heen hampered ynih an insti- 
tution at variance with public profession, and which 
— ^from a European point of view — is lowering in no 
small degree to national dignify. Seemingly ashamed 
of Blavery as a too obvions &ct, American writers 
hasten to asgnre ns that it ia a mere local usage 
depending on the mnnicipal law of the states in which 
it happens to exist, and therefore in no way concerns 
the federal constitution. We are not going to plunge 
into a political dispute on this point. It is true that 
davery derives its vitality &om the laws of individual 
states, and if these laws were severally abrogated, tiie 
institution would be no more ; but it is equally certain, 
that vhile these laws are in operation, the federal 
power is bound to give them international efficacy. 
The constitution impartu authority to slaveholders to 
pursue and seize their property, ' persons held to 
service,' anywhere within the bonndarie* of the Union 
— ^ven where no slavery Odsta. Besides this old 
Fugitive Slave-law, latdy strengthened by an act of 
congress, the constitution prescribes a method of 
making up a constituency to appcnnt members to the 
House of Sepreaentatives, by reckoning the ratio of 
free and bond persond. Doubtless, it is nnfortonate 
'Qiat the constitution in any manner, however equivocal, 
recognised and gave force to the practice of holding 
Blaves, and so took tbat mean stand in the matter 
of human eqnality which embarrassea American 
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jnrispnidence; bnt natliiiig, we ibink, ia to be gained 
by wtiirHTig the &ct, and faifciTig ^ disingeniioiiB view of 
the talgect. 

It has been mentioned that the purchase ctf 
Loninana, in 1803, was a toming-pcdnt in die history 
<tf die Umon. At thia time, the inBtitiition was disap- 
pearing from the more northern Atlantic Btatea; and 
by the celebrated ardinanee of 1787, it was exdoded 
fiom the la^e Indiana territory on the mvdi-west, 
feim which ham been formed the prosperooa free 
gtates of Ohio, T"di instil Ulinois, MV^ig *™, Wiaconain, 
and Iowa. It lingered BtiD in New York and New 
Jeraey, but Bonthward from Fennsylvania, and west- 
ward as far aa the banks of the Missasipia, it waa 
as yet confined to the limits <^ the ' Old Domimon.' 
Kentndy was formed from a ceded pifftion (^ Vir^nia, 
Tenneseee ficom North Carolina, and, in like manner, 
Alabama and Mianssippi &om portions of Georgia; 
but though adding to the number of states, and 
swelling die slaveholding interests in congress, these 
re-arrangements did not geographically extend the area 
of alareiy. 

The acquisition of the French proTince of Ixnusiana 
opened up a houndlesa prospect fen: slavery extension. 
For a number of years, the newly acquired tract of 
country remained a territory miA.er federal aathoiity. 
At lei^h, in 1812, the lower part on the Gulf of 
Mexico was admitted as the state of Iiooisiana. The 
remainder of the purchase, stretching northwards on 
the west bank of the MistisBippi, and embracfaig the 
rivers Arkansas and Missoori, was hencefbrdi known 
as the Missouri Territory, over which setders gradually 
spread themselves. In March 1818, a sufficient popu- 
lation being consolidated, petitions from the inhaldtantB 
were presented to congress, praying for the admission 
of Missouri as a state. Now b^an the first resolute 
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straggle between BlaTery and freedom. It vas the 
wish of the petitionerB to have the state admitted on 
equal terms with the state of Lonisiana, in which the 
inhabitants were guaranteed all the privileges, that of 
holding Blaves among othenij which th^ had enjoyed 
under the Frraich role. This was firmly o|ipowd. A 
degree of elarm caaceniing the spread of slaTery had 
taken possession of legistatom firom the free states; 
and it was felt that now or ner^ was the opportunity 
for cheddng its wonderfol and nne^qiected growth in 
the fiir west. It most be allowed, that memben of 
congress bad been rather late in making this notable 
discovery — the wh<^ nation, indeed, had been strangely 
negligent cm the sabject. If there was a general doira 
to admit no more states with slavery, the proper 
^ecantion would have conmsted in enacting a law, like 
that of the ordinance of 1787, fiv ever exdoding the 
institntiou from the territoiies out of which sudi states 
oonld possibly be formed. The defects of the federal 
constitution seemed to necessitate such a l^ialative 



It has been graphically said, tiiat when a number 
of adventniers, BritiEdi subjects, laud on a newly 
discovered territory, and take possession in the name 
of the Qneoi, the commoi) law of England is quo facto 
established; and from that moment ev^ membo- of 
the in&nt commimity, no matter what be his breed cor 
coloor, enjoys ail tbe privileges, and comes under the 
usoal obligations of free-bom Sn^lishmen. Tn such 
manner does the Brilssh constitntion act, and there is 
a decision and aimplicily about it which cannot bat 
commsnd reqieet. The coustitafaon of the United 
States u leu comprehensive and peremptory. J^aitt it 
where you wiD, it settles no determinate social system. 
It pTodaims freedom, but admits of sUrery. AH 
men are free, bnt fi«emen may hold daves — ' disttels 
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human ' — who though men de faeto, m seemm^^y not 
men de Jure. The Brituh flag, Ood hnowa, has iu its 
day sheltaed muoh inaolence, injoBticej cruelty. Under 
it, eighty years ago, an andacioas atteanpt — ranee 
regretted and attmed for — ^waa made to rob RngTwh 
colonista of their inherent righta, and what the end of 
that waa, ire all. know. ThingB aie someiriiat altered 
nnce Qrenville paaaad the Stamp Act, or since good 
old Dr Johnson wrote TVwoiion no Tyranny. When 
we see the Uniaa Jack floating from a verael in Ihe 
Atlantic, we feel a sound assoranoe that there is not 
the vestige of a slave on board. A sight of the 
American flag does not convey the same confidence; 
■een uath from the capes of Virginia, two to one it ia 
covering a cai^ of slaves on the^way to the maiket 
for ' chattels hnmsn ' at New Oileaos ; for than|^ the 
foreign slave-trade tenninated in 1808, the coasting 
slave-trade did not, and is tiU'this day in fhU operatiim. 
If this be thought a hard view of practices pxevailing 
mider the federal constitution, ve cannot help it. 
The constitntion is not that of a distinct nation, birt 
ump^ the terms of compact by which a nnmber of 
sovereignties — at present thirty<one — agree to hdd 
together for the sake of matnal convenience and 
pnrpoeea common to tiie whote. Some tf these 
sovereignties exclude slavery, some mainttun it. The 
federal conttitationj consequently, operates with con- 
aiderahle researve on this delicate snbject. It is any- 
thing yon hke to make of it. When extaided ova 
new territories, unless coagreae interpose an order to 
the contrary, the dioice of domestic institnti(nu is 
nominally left to the parties concerned. K, when tiie 
time comes, they choose to inaugurate slavery, good 
and well; it is bU the same to the constitation. This 
is called * freedom.' So much for theory. Let ns mnr 
see how the thing practical^ works. 
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When a new tract of country is Bcqmred bjr the 
United StateSj it passes into the posBesmon and under 
the control of the federal aothorities, who hold it tor 
the general bdioof. If it be resolved to lay it out lor 
8 new etatCj it is finrt created a ' territory.' As such, 
it is the snlgect of an act of congressj fiom which 
body it receores an interim constitution, prescribing 
its boondariea, diviaious, eiecatire authorities, laws, 
judicial and political system. With a governor 
appointed 1^ the president, it remains under federal 
tutelage, till cm petition of its inhabitants it is admitted 
into the siBterhood of states. All tins seems reason- 
able, and, in its general featniea^ the practice affords a 
iGne instance of Ihat self-creative political oi^aoisation 
for which the Americans are odebrated. An^ysing 
the acta of congreas and presidents, we obserre some- 
thing less &vonrable. The federal constitntion is mlent 
about race or ccdonr; but in interpreting it, American 
lawgivers arrive at the conclusion, that the United 
States are the prc^erty of whites, and that persons 
with a tinge of dark colour in their countenance, 
though bom free, are not dtizens. A abort time ago, 
this view at citisenahip was enibrced by a high federal 
officer, one of the secretariee of state, who lefiued 
passports to some coloured &ee persons, cm the ground 
that they 'were not citizena within the meanii^ of 
the constitution.' This may be a right or a wrong 
interpretation of the iundamental charter of the Unton : 
it is, at all events, acted on withcmt apparently exciting 
public challeng& Accordingly, in passing an act to 
(H^aoise a territcoy — as, for example, that of 1854, 
constitating the territories of Nebraska and Kansas — 
there is the following r^tdation in r^ard to voters : 
'Every free white male inhabitant, twenty-tme years 
old, an actual resident in the territory at the time of 
the passage of this act, and with the qualifications 
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after described, may vote/ ftc. Thus, at Qib -very 
outset, a diaqnalificBtioit ia imposed on free colonied 
penona, irithoat the dightest n^ard to their meana 
or thdr alnHty; and from this to 'holding peraiHiB 
to aerrice,' ia an easy tronaition. Such, howererj are 
the pn^udicea against cdionr in the United States, 
that the moat aident lovers of freedom in Kansas, 
while suffering from pro-slaveiy aggrenion, neT<» 
proposed to give the franchise to any but whites. 

The federal conatitntion being indifferent to the 
spread or limitation of siaTery, the will of congress 
and president for the time being is a kind of supple- 
mental constitution, whence the internal policy of a 
new territory is monlded. Much usually depends <m 
ihe political leanings of the president, who, being 
irremovable for four years, and armed with an euor- 
moua power of appointment to office, may be said to 
exerdse a control more resembling that of a despot 
than a conatitntional sovereign. The presidents of 
past times have, for the most part, had strong jhd- 
alavery convictioiis, and thrown the balance of authority 
in that direction. Still affecting to allow fiur-play in 
the scramble between slavery and anti-elavery prin- 
ciples in the inchoate states, they would raUier seem 
to have aided in imparting to them pro-slavery con- 
stitutions. Mr Pierce, the late president, thought 
that if things are left to take their course in a terri- 
tory, slavery, from its intrinsic qualities, will outstrip 
freedom. In his late mesBage to congress, he says: 
' It is the &ct that in all the unsettled regions of the 
United States, if emigration be left free to act in thia 
respect for itself, without legal prohibitions on ^ther 
side, slave labour will spontaneously go everywhere in 
preference to free labour. Is it the iact that the 
peculiar domestic institutions of the aouthem states 
possess relative^ so miicb of vigour, that wheresoever 
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an aTenne is freeljr open to all the world, Qiey vill 
pBDetrate, to Hie exdoaioa of those of the northern 
states?' Leaving the North to answer Mr Pierce's 
question, it is enough for us to know that the 
pret^aded freedom commnnicated by coi^ireBS and the 
constitutioii, produces an unseemly firacaa in territorial 
organisation ; so that ever and anon a battle is raging 
somewhere in the sooth or west. 

The act being passed which thxows open the territory 
fat settlement, a rush ensues from all paints in the 
Union. Lawyers, schodm&sterg, printers, and preachers 
from MassachusettjB ; &rmeTB &om Ycnnont and New 
Hampahire; mechanics and pedlers firom Connecticat; 
Btordteepers &om Cindnnatd, Pfailadelphiar and New 
York; plantezs with bands of 'servants' from Alabama 
and Kmtudcy; and loafers, rowdies, and ragamuffins 
from everywhere, are hastening on by steam-boat, 
railway, wagon, horseback, wheel<barTow, and on foot 
to the land of promise — straggling, pushing, driving, 
drinking, swearii^, cheating, and it may be, fighting. 
The rule, if there be a role, is every man for himself. 
The great thing is, who shall get the earliest dutch at 
tlie best localities; and not much ceremony is osed 
in squatting and taking possession. In no time, a 
capital city is planted, hotels struck up, a state>house 
inaugurated, newspapers set agoing, and voting for 
territorial, civic, and judicial officers is in 'full blast,' 
In cHie sense, there is something grand in tiiis restless 
onflow of Anglo-Americans over the domains <^ unre- 
dmmed nature. We axe carried in imagination back to 
that most ancient of injunctions, ' to go forth to replenish 
the earth, and subdue it,' To be sure, the thing is done 
coarsely — very. But it is done somehow; and from 
the chaos of a first settlement, spring in due time order 
and dvilisatiou. What we have occasion to deplore is, 
the totally unnecessary and undesirable scramble for 
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sbTorf or jiteedom in tlie new aetdanmts. We need 
hudly ny tha^ aecordii^ to all aecoimts, the dave- 
ktddiag intarerts take oara to umme moh a dictatcoul 
attitude in titen fredhlT opened lands, that TigA^r 
bvoar at the federal executive they^ are able to 
ovtrave oppodtkn, and to pnfer dahns to eongreea 
Sir a pflo-iUfery omatitntkxi, vludi cannot irell be 
withstood. That eongreei diosld all the while com- 
jdaoendy stand aside, on Ute presiuaption that a free 
choice » to he made, and at last legislate on tltia 
nndentauding, seems <»ily to be a mctiiod of wilfiilly 
extraidiDg slaTeiy to ibe farther hmits o£ the Union. 
Of oonrae, aboold congreas attempt to l^ialate pros- 
pectivdy in bvonr of firee^nn, it will have imputed to 
it tiiat it is nnconstitntionally taking a side — doing 
what it has no business to do; acting as nmpure 
between free and slave states. Thwe are gmniids, 
however, for believii^ that congress possesses antbusfy 
to ezdnde slavery finm the territories. JefEerscm's 
ordinance ot 1787, excluding it from the north-west 
territory, was an enactment of the last continental 
coi^ress, which has been repeatedly recognised and 
sanctioned by the federal congress. It is evident, 
Aerefore, that nntil a new and mcnv oomprehendve 
federal constitntion is adopted — if ever that will be 
— the proper course of policy, if it be at all practicable 
amidst party contentions, is for coi^piess to pass a 
general enactment, fei ever exciading alavary feom 
all the territories of die United States. Mr Bnchajian, 
we believe, maintains the doctrine, that the constitu- 
tion limits the power of congress in this respect; 
while, on the contrary, his late opponent. Colonel 
f^remont, holds to the opinion that congress is con- 
stitutaonaUy entitled 'to prohibit in the tcarritoiies 
those twin-relics of barbarism — ^polygamy and slavery.' 
Moderate men of all parties, we diould tlunlc, would 
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viah to see ixmgress reaolntely embrace this lattor 
opimon; but in <»der to do bo with any chance of 
Biiocesa, northern men would require to abandon tliqt 
singnlarly temporiBing policy — thai anoinah>ua Bob' 
Berviraicy to southern intexesta— for vbioh tiiey have 
earned an nnenTiabla repntation. It ia notoriouB, that 
TTtth all the prevalent alarm reapecting the increasing 
pover of alaTeholdetB, and all the professianB in ikvour 
of freedom, the North expresses no desire to do more 
than sechide slavery vithin a certain get^raphical 
limit. That tluB bw generally been the hapless policy 
of the free pwtion of Uie Union, is conspicuous in the 
history of the Missoari Compromise and subsequent 
events. 

We now abroach this famed Compromise. In 
February 1819, the petition of the inhabitants of 
MisBCPiiri for the admission 4^ their state, -which had 
bem aome time under consideration, led to a hot 
debate in congress. In the House <^ Bepresentatives, 
Mr Tallmadge of New York moved the fijllowing 
anwndment on the pax>posed constitutitm: 'And pnv 
vided that the introdwAion of slavery, or involimtary 
servitude, be prohibited, except for the punishment of 
crimes, whereof the party haa been duly convicted, and 
that all children bom within the said state, aStsar Ute 
admission thereof into the Union, shall be declated free 
at the age of twenty-five years.' To this restriction, 
Bonthem members oljeeted, for the reason diat on^resB 
had no right to impose such ofibnrave terms. MisBOuri 
was entitled, lilte every other state, to choose its own 
institutions, so &r as davcoy was concerned. Threats 
were thrown out, that if the restriction were carried, 
the South would dissolve its connection with the Union. 
Tallmadge, who appears to have been a man of dannt- 
len energy, referred to this new ontcry : ' If a dissolu- 
tion of Uie Union most take place, let it be bo. If civil 
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war, wltidi gentlemeD k> mndi thmten, miut come, I 
can only say, let it come. My hold oq life is probably 
W ^rail as that of any man vho now bean me; bat 
while tiiat h(^ lasts, it aball be devoted to the service 
(tf my country— to the freedom of man. If blood is 
neceflsary to extingiUBh any fire which I have assisted 
to kindle, X can aanire gentlemen, while I n^^et tiie 
necessity, I shall not fiirbear to contribnte my mite. 
Sir, die violence to which gentlemen have rescrted cm 
this subject will not move my pmpoae, nor drive me 
from my plaoe. I have the fortune and the honour to 
stand here as the repzesentative of freemen, who pos- 
sess intelligence to know their rights — ^who have the 
spirit to maintain them. As thear representatiTe, I will 
proclaim their hatred to slavery in every shape — as 
thdr representative, here will I hold my stand, till 
this floor, with the coi»titntton of my country which 
supports it, shall nnk beneath me — if I am doomed to 
&11, I shall at least have the painiol conBolation to 
believe that I fsll as a fragment in the ruins of my 
country.' Be&iring to menaces of violence, he con- 
tinued : ' Has it already come to this : that in the 
ooE^ress of iba United States — that in the legislative 
cooncila of republican America, the subject of slaveiy 
baa become a subject of so much feeling— of such 
delicacy— ntf such danger, that it cannot be safely 
discnssed t Are we to be told of the dissolntion 
of the Union, of civil war, and of seas of blood? 
And yet, with such awful threatenings before ni, 
do gentlemen in the same Ineath insist npon the 
encouragement of this evil; iq>on the extenmon of tins 
numstrons scourge of the human race? An evil so 
fraught widi such dire calamities to us as individuals, 
and to our nation, end threatening in its progress to 
overwhelm the civil and reli^ons institutions of tiie 
country, with the liberties of the nation, ought at once 
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to be met, and to be ooDtroJIed. If its poirer, it* 
influence, and its impending dangers, have alteady 
aniTed at such a point that it is not safe to disouss i^ 
on thu floor, and it cannot now pass under considers- 
tion as a proper sul^ect for general legislation, what 
will be Uie resnlt when it is spread througli your 
widely extended domainf Its pieseait threatening 
a^ect, and the 'violence of its BnppcvterB, so &r from 
inducing me to yield to its prt^jtees, prompt me to 
resist its march. Now is the time. It must now be 
met, and the extension of the evil must now be 
prerented, or the occasion is ixrecoveraUy lost, and 
the evil can nerer be controlled.' 

"Next, allndiag to tlte extension of em|are over the 
vast tenitcnies of the weat, Tallmadge says: 'People 
Qaa fiiir dcnnaiu with the davea of your planters; 
extend slavery, this bane cS man, tiiia abomination of 
Heaven, over your extended empire, and yon prepare 
its diasolntion ; yon torn its accmnnlated strength into 
positiTe weakness ; you cherish a canker in your Inreast ; 
you put pcnson in your bosom; yoa place a vnltnre 
preying on your heart — ^nay, you whet the dagger and 
place it in Uie hands of a portion of yoor population, 
stimulated to nee it by every tie, human and divine. 
The envious contrast between your happiness and their 
misery, between your liberty and their slavery, must 
constantly prompt them to accomplish your destruc- 
tion. Your enemies will learn the source and the cause 
of yonr weakness. As often as external dangers shall 
threaten, or internal commotions await you, you will 
then realise that, by your own procurement, you have 
placed amidst your families, and in the bosom of your 
connby, a popnlation producing at once the greatest 
cause of individual danger and of national weakness. 
With this defect, your government must crumble to 
pieces, and your people become the scoff of the world.' 
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Finallf, the lull embodying the reatrictioa was lost. 
The men of the north, we have said, strangely content 
tbemaelTes with se^g slavery fortify and ext^id itself 
pnmded it keep within a cotain limit The required 
line of divifflon appears to be that which bonndji the 
cott<m-iaodvcii^ lands of the south. Having loat 
Missonri territory, as a whole, the Mends of freedom 
did not prevent the aonthem portion of it being 
orgtaiised as a territory, without any restriction as to 
alaveiy. This was accordingly done, Arkansas was 
set off as a distinct tenitory; aud &e nsual means 
bdng employed to give it jav-slarery t^idendes, it 
became ultimately (18S6) a dave state. 

The straggle about Missonri was renewed in 
December 1819 and January 1820. As there seemed 
no poeaibility of reconciling both branches of congress 
to a plan (A restriction within Missonri, the idea of a 
ccmpromise was suggested. It was proposed by Mr 
Thomas of Illinois to admit Missouri as a slave state; 
but, Bs a compensation, to exclude it prospectively 
from all the remainder of the old Lomsianan tcmtory, 
north of a certain latitude. Bis provision was — 
'. And be it further enacted, That in idl Hmt territory 
ceded by France to the United States under tiie name 
of liouiriana which lies north of thirty-six degrees 
thirty minutes, north latitude, excepting only soch 
part thereof as ie included within the limits of the 
state contemplated by this act, slavery and invcduntaty 
servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of crime 
whereof the party diall have been duly convicted, shall 
be, and is hereby for ever; prohibited.' This cchs- 
promise, after various divirions in both houses, wss 
adopted. Missouri was enabled to enter the Union as 
a slave state. There was yet, however, another stmggle 
connected with this troublesome matter. When the 
Misaourians, in November 1820, submitted their state 
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cODStitiition to the approval of con^ss, it was found 
to contain some objectionaUe dauMo, prerentiag the 
settLement of free men of colour in the state. As 
Bereral northern states acknowledge &e6 coloured 
men to be citizens, though the federal constitutioiij 
as nsoallf interpreted, is much more exclusivej the 
olijectionable clausea met with a warm oppo«itiou. At 
this juncture, a new character comes on the stage. 
Throughout the whole Missouri aSMr, Hemy Clay, 
a statesman of no mean eminence, had giren the aid 
of his counsels. If every man has his mission. Clay's 
seems to hare been that of inventing compromises. 
He was an orator, a schemer — one of those mighty 
geniuses who have always a plan in their pocket to 
tide over difficolties, and who, in securing present 
peace, do not mind sowing the seeds of fatare discord. 
Clay's plan of engineering a difBcnl^ waa sablimely 
simple. It ctmsisted in compounding for so much evil 
hy so much good. If a certain quantity of slavery 
wafj put in one scale, the same quantity of &eedom, or 
what looked like Jreedom, was put in Uie other ; so &b 
balance was adjusted, and all parties satisfied. He is 
onderstood to have been the real concocter of the 
Missouri Compromise ; and now, at this fresh and 
unexpected collision, he interposed with a scheme of 
settlement. It consisted in exacting a pledge from 
the Missouri l^islature, that no advantage should be 
taken of its constitution, and it should pass no act ' to 
Kuslude any of the citizens of either of the states ' from 
the enjoyment of the privileges they enjoy under the 
constitution of the United States. This qualifying 
provision was accepted. The only question is— who 
are ' citizens within the meaning o! &e constitution? ' 
So ended the contests about Misaonri, which was 
received into the Union as a foU-hhiwn slave state — 
a drcumstance ever to be regretted, for, independentiy 
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of otlier consideratuniB, the etate, as trill be seen on 
lodung at a vxsf, prqects condderably northward into 
free territoiy, and n stops the way to &ee migration 
westward. 
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Sympathising -with tho Americans in their onfortanate 
inlietitance of tbnery, aad making every allowance 
for the constatuticmat difBctdties which are presumed 
to BUTToimd any plan for its eradication, we must 
r^ret the manner in which this portentoas evil has 
not only been mffered but actually stimulated to gnftr 
in dimenraons. At no period since the foundation of 
the Uniott, has the nomber of slaves diminiflhed ; on 
the contrary, it has regularly inireasedj and at the 
period at which our narrative has arrived, 18S0, it 
amounted to 1,588,064. 

From the time the Missouri Compromise came 
auder agitation, there was a succession of measures, 
all calenlated to extend the sphere of compulsory 
servitude. The £iBt of these was the annexation of 
Florida, which did not excite any particular hostility. 
The peninsula of Florida — swampy, rich in alluvial 
mardies and savanoahs, and eminently suitable for 
the production of rice and the sugar-cane — ^possesses a 
history abounding in pictaresque incident. Discovered 
and settled by the Spaniards ; captured by the English ; 
then rendered back to the Spaniards; it ultimately, 
during the early years of the present century, became 
an olject of desire to the United States — to which, 
by contiguity, it formed so convenient Sa appendage, 
that its fete from the outset could easily have been 
foretold. 

The Americans, as their best friends allow, have 
never, on suitable occasions, been at a loss to make 
out a good case of injury, requiring smart reparation. 
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The Fkmdaiu were a bad set. They had preyed like 
freebooters on Americmn commerce, and the Bo^fercTB 
irere denied all lediesa &om Spain; they had excited 
the Indians to molest the frontiers of the states; and, 
Torst of all, they had given lefrige to runaway slaves 
from Gteo^a and Louisiana. Socb proceedings were 
istoleiable. Pacific overtures having failed, the United 
States government despatched a military force to 
overran Florida. N^otiatione foUowed, in which the 
Americans advanced a clum to T^cas, as having been 
a portion of the iM French province of Lonisian^ 
*faich tiie Spaniards onght long since to have leUn- 
quisbed. Spain was thankful to bny off this sbange 
demand, and otherwise adjust the daims agunst i^ bjr 
ceding Florida; the United States at the same time 
undertaking to indemni^ American citizens for their 
locnes. In virtue of a treaty to this effect, Florida was 
taken possession of by Qeneral Jackson in the snmmer 
of 1821. As a territory of the Union, this bapkaa 
peninsula endured lor some time the horrors of a war 
levied gainst the Seminole Indians, with a view to 
recover fugitive slaves and their descendants. The 
narrative of this nithless war of races, a^ravated by 
tiie use of blood-hounds to trace the Indians and negroes 
through the brakes and swamps, involves instances of 
more fearM tn^fering and daring h^vnsm than perhaps 
any history of nLodem times. Finally, the Indians 
being subdued uid removed in a body, and the real 
or allied fagitiveEi secured, Florida settled down into 
the ordimuy condition of a state, with slavery as a 
legalised inaiatution. 

The dsim on Texas on the above occasion, shewed 
pretty conclusiTely that there were parties in the 
United States who cast a longing eye in that direction. 
The practice of acqnirii^ new countries and adding 
them to the Union, began with Lotdsiana and Florida, 
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and with these precedents, might be carried to any 
extent. The desire for these temtorial acquisilionB, 
though partly owing to the restless character of the 
Americans, as well as to certain necessities in their 
position, arose in no small degree firom causes con- 
nected with alayery. Not to speak of the exhaustion 
of lands by slave-labour, and the corresponding 
ohhgation to seek for fresh scenes of operation, there is 
an Incessant natural increase in the slare population, 
which leaves to planters no choice between b^ng 
eaten np by servants, sending them adrift through 
the agency of the slave-trader, or causing their sont 
to remove with detachments to new lands. On this 
account alone, there is poratively no limit to the 
extension of slavery. Unless the surplus be carried 
oB hy emancipation — and to that the law in several 
states presents serious obstacles — there is no restricting 
it in amount or keeping it within a definite locality. 
Then, we have the commercial principle giTing 
active impulse to the institution. Slave breeders and 
trad^v ngoice in the prospect ctf new settlements and 
new purchasers; and if the matter rested with them, 
they wotdd be glad to see the Union ingulf country 
after country, till at length there was nothing more 
to incorporate. To this wild demand for territorial 
enlai^ement, the central government, for obvious 
reasons, can give no external concurrence in the first 
instance ; but that is o£ little consequence. 

The condition of aflaiis in America is at all times 
favourable to the commission of daring exploits hy 
private adventurers, whose acts can be repudiated or 
sanctioned as circumstances shall determine. In no 
coimtry in Europe could be found groups of individuals 
at all to compare with these adventurers, of the true 
filibuster type. They are the refuse of the world 
— penniless, reckless, confident, and unscrupulous. 
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Befugee Poles, Italiaiu, and Fieacbmeii ; exiles firom 
the ^tish iBlutcU, baokrapt in cliaiactei and fortune; 
Fortugoese and Spaniardaj with predatory habits 
acquired in the BUve-trade or in freebooting; imxoi- 
grant Ciennaas, who, inatead of pushing off to inland 
rural seMIements, aa is usual with thor countrymenj 
have become frequentov ctf taverns, and copiooaly 
indulge in 'lagw beer; ' eons of American gentlemen, 
who, brought up without restraint, and having gone 
through their fortune, kater about bar-rooms and 
gaming-houses, get up dog and codt fighting matches, 
and at night tormenting the streets as rowdies — all 
are ready for any sort of mischief. Such are some of 
the elements of a filibustering ei^tedition, of which, 
however, the 'white trash' of the sooth, by whom 
honest labour is deemed a disgrace, osoally form the 
staple materiaL Equip, arm, and ship off company 
after company of this hetert^eneous maas — see t^iem 
land in grotesque costmne, tiieir trousers stuffed into 
dirty boots, their red woollen shirts, their rusty beards, 
hats of every im^inaUe shape, belts stuck with 
bowie-knives and revolvers, and rifles slung over 
their shoulders — chewing, spitting, swearing — and you 
have an army of marauders such as, we venture to 
say, could be nowhere else produced on the face of the 
earth. 

Nature accomphshes great deEogns by rong^ agendes. 
The Old World was not peopled and settled as we 
now see it, without going through centuries of 
violence and bloodshed. Qreeks, Persians, Romans, 
Ooths, Saxons, Normaus, and Sea-kinga, all in their 
turn conquered without justice or mervy. But that 
was ItHig ago, and one imagines that, under the lights 
of Christianity and modern civilisation, things should 
be managed differently. True in one respect, bnt 
not in another. Much of the American continent 
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is no\r going through its ancient and middle ages. 
FOibtisteTS are the Sea-kings of the nineteenth century. 
Who is to restrain them, so long as they confine 
their stealthy attacks to r^ons nnder a weak mle, 
adjoining tiie sonthem states, and the annexation of 
which to the Union flatters the desire for national ■ 
a^randisement? If to this we add the ardent demand 
for new territories over which to disseminate fOare- 
labonr, the imptdae for acquisition not only becomes 
irrdsistihle, hut, to judge &om past events, is almost 
certain to receive the countenance of the highest federal 
authorities. 

Looking abont for means of advancing their interests, 
staveholders and slave-traders saw no outlet so avail- 
able as that westward along the Gulf of Mexico into 
Texas. This province, of almost matchless fertiUty, 
prodacing cotton equal to the finest in the United 
States, extended over twelve d^irees of latitude, with 
an area lai^ £nongh to form eight or nine ordinary 
sized states; and it was calculated that, if freely 
opened to planters and thor servants, the value of 
human stock would probably rise fifty per cent. Ever 
seeking new spots for settlement, parties of emigrants 
had begun to find homes in Texas as early as 1819. 
They were chiefly £rom the north, and, for the sake of 
material interests, were fiiin to submit to the pet^ 
tyranny which usually accompanies the Spanish rule. 
Some years elapsed before there appeared any chance 
of saccesB for a filibustering expedition. As soon 
fis Mexico had shaken off Spain, and declared itself 
a repnbhc, things seemed ripe for striking a blow, 
Prom this time, 1884-5, we hear of migration into 
Texas on a formidable scale. It is no longer parties 
of industrious yeomen who come across the frontier, 
hut companies of armed men, imder southern leaders 
of military reputation. Claiming to have territorial 
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ri^ta tmder granta from Mexican auUiorities, th^e 
arriTe in their train, flocks of greedy specalatorB and 
jobbers, hiJdeiB of scrip in real or pretended joiiit- 
itock land companies, besides a floating mass of 
adventorers anxions to secure whatever good might iall 
■ in their way — and vhen we recollect that there was a 
conntr; as lai^ as France to be won by dint of a little 
impudence and flghtingj and that the first-comers had 
the best chance, the rush to Texaa is no great matter 
for surprise. The method of appropriation, hoveyer, is 
curious. It resembles nothing so much as that of a 
lodger who, taking a fancy to his quarters, b^;ina by 
finding fault with his landlord, and ends with taming 
him ont of doors. Clearly, the Americans had no 
business in Texas — not any more than the English had 
in India — and if they went thithe^, it was their iaty as 
foreigners to remain quiet. But good order and respect 
for rights are, in such cases, against all rule. How 
the Texan settlers and their allies picked endless 
quarrels with the wretched government to which the 
province nominally belonged — ^how, under General Sam. 
Houston, the invading host unfurled the standard 
of rebellion — the significant lone-star — which like a 
meteor they carried through the country, as far as 
the banks of the Eio Grande del Morte — how they 
overpowered the Mexicans, and in one of their battles 
captured Santa Anna, whom they set at liberty only 
on having conceded to them the independence of 
Texas — are all drcamstances well known. In shcort, 
in the space of two years, by the desultory movements 
of a body of tmaathorised adventurers, an extensive 
and valuable province was wrested from Mexico. The 
brilliance of this exploit is somewhat lessened by the 
fact, that a large army entered Texas, by order of the 
United States government, professedly to allay Indian 
disturbances, but really to hang about as a reserve. 
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to conntenaiiGe, and, if need be, to support, the 
fiUbosters. The olgect of the invaaioii was never a 
matter of doubt. It was to secnre independence, and 
then to seek annesation, with a Tiev to strengthening 
sonUiem interests, by adding several new slaveholding 
states to the Union. On the character of this splendid • 
manoeavre, we should prefer sBowing an American 
writer to speak. ' Some crimes by their magnitude,' 
saya Channing, 'have a touch of the sublime; and to 
this dignity the seizore of Texas by onr citizens is 
entitled. Modem times fbmish no example of indi- 
vidual rapine on so grand a scale. It is nothing less 
than the robbery of a realm. The pirates seize a ship. 
The colonists and thdr coadjutors satisfy themselves 
with nothing short of an emjore.' Shrinking &om 
annexation, he adds that this act will be accomplished 
only at the ' imminent peril' of American ' institntionB, 
union, prosperity, virtue, and peace.' * 
, In the wilful perpetuation and extension of slavery 
-— dts infliction on a country from which it was expelled 
— lies, perhaps, the chief odium of this great deed of 
spdiation. Although accustomed to look with con- 
tempt on Spain and die transatlantic nations which 
abe has [Janted, we are obliged in the present instance, 
as an act of simple justice, to state, that when the 
Mexicans attained independence, they at the same 
time loosened the bonds of the slave — ndecreeing, 'that 
no person thereafter should be bom a slave, or intro- 
duced as Budi into the Mexican states ; that slaves then 
held should receive stipulated wages, and be subject 
to no punishment "but on trial and judgment of the 
magistrate.' DoubUesB, these humane provisions were 
partly a consequence of the large infusion of mixed 

• ChartTting't Lttter lo Iht Bon. Iteaiy Clny, on the Anmxaiio" <if 
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breeds and peraonB of cdonr in all ranks of Mencao 
society; bat be this as it may, Blaveiy had been 
abolished in Texaa when it fell into tiie hands of tlie 
Americans. After this occurrence, however, shtTea 
were rajadly introdaced, and with avowed Blavery in- 
stitations, the repaUic claimed to be admitted into the 
Union. When annexation was formally proposed, there 
was a oonfflderable division of opiniou as to its expe- 
diency. Petitions were presrated to congress, and 
Daniel Webster, among othw men of note, offered some 
wholesome oratorical oppomtion to the measure, on the 
gronnd that the admission of so large a r^on as 
Texas would give a most undue preponderance to ibs 
South. In one of his speeches, he says : ' I fisukfy 
avow my entire imwiUmgneas to do anything whidi 
shall extend the slavery of the African race on this 
continent, or add other alaveholding states to the 
Union, When I say that I r^ard slavery in itself a 
great moral, social, and political evil, I only use lan- 
guage which has been adopted by distinguished men, 
themselves citizens of Blaveholding states. I shall do 
nothing, therefore, to favour or encourage its fiirther 
extension. In my opinion, the people of the United 
States will not consent to bring a new, vastly extensive, 
taii slaveholding country, laige enongh for half-a-doaen 
or a dozen states, into the Union. In iit opinion, th«y 
oDQHT NOT TO CONSENT TO IT. Indeed, I am altogether 
at a loss to conceive what possible benefit any part of 
this country can expect to derive from such annexa- 
tion. All benefit to any part is at least doubtful and 
uncertain — the olgections obvious, plain, and strong. 
On the general question of slavery, a great portion ci 
the community is already strongly excited. Ihe sub- 
ject has not only attracted attention as a question ot 
politics, but it has struck a far deeper-ton^ chord — 
it bae arrested the rehgious feeling of the country ; it 
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has taken a strong hold on the consciences of men. 
He is a raiii man, indeed, and little conversant with 
haman natore, and especially has he a very erroueoaa 
estiniBte of the character of the people of this conntiy, 
who supposes that a feeling of this kind is to be tdfled 
iritii or despised. It will assnredly cause itself to be 
respected.' In conclusion, he said : ' I see, therefore, 
no political necessity for the annexation of Texas to 
the Union — ^no advantages to be derived ftom it, and 
objecticois to it of a strong, and, in my judgment, 
dwisiTe character. I believe it to be for the interest 
and happiness of the whole Union to remain as it is, 
without diminution and without addition.' 

Expostulation was useless. By the election of Mr 
Polk as president, NovembCT 1844, the people shewed 
their de^re for annexation. When the satigect was 
debated in congress, a resolution to annex was carried, 
and Texas was accordingly incorporated as a state in 
1846, without any restriction as to slavery. It was 
provided that four new states of ctmvenient size might 
afterwards be formed oat of it; and further, that 
slaveiy, at the discretion of the inhabitants, might 
exist in aU the new states, south of 36° SO* north 
latitude, a}nunonly known as the Missouri Compromise 
line. 

Out of the annexation of Texas sprung a war, which 
in its turn produced still greater extensions of 
the Um(m. According to Mexican topography, the 
boondary of Texas on the west was the river Nneces. 
The Texans, however, insisted that the proper limit 
was the Rio Qrande del Norte; and in 1846, an army 
of occupation under Qeneral Taylor was marched into 
tiie diluted region. On this and some other grounds 
of dis^ite, a colliaiDn with the Mexicans ensued ; and 
for two years subsequentiy, there raged a war by 
sea and land with the United States. The result. 
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u mii^t have been ^pected, vas dieastrous to ihe 
Mexicans, w1k> were no match for &e AmericanB. 
Under General ScoU, the war was pnwecuted with 
conEummate skill, and nothing could have been more 
easy than the conquest of the whtde of Mexico, had it 
been expedient to cany matters that length. By the 
final terniB of adjustment, the IlDited States govern- 
ment paid large soms to Mexico for extensive tracts 
of country which might have been retained or taken 
by force. The poeseEsions acquired on this occasion 
included California, and certain regions in the interiis, 
now composing the territories of New Mexico and 
Utah — in ^t, by these annexations, in conjonction 
with rights founded ou pre~occapation, the donumon 
of the United States engrossed the entire continoit 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the British 
pOBseasiona on the north to the shmnken republic 
of Mexico on the south ; and it seemingly became 
only a question of expediency as to the time when all 
that remained of Mexico should swell the gigantic 
proportions of the Union. 

To procure a command of money for the purchases 
from Mexico, a bill of appropriation was laid before 
congress. Now ensued a long and entangled contest 
between parties respecting the restriction or n<m- 
restriction of slavery in the lands about to be acquired 
from Mexico j it was, in fact, a resumption of the old 
dispute, whether congress had the power to determine 
the institutions of the territories. The debate in the 
first instance turned on the motion of Mr David 
Wilmot of Pennsylvania, usually called the Wilmot 
proviso, which was to the effect of passing the biD, 
'provided neither davery nor involuntary servitude 
shall ever exist in any part of the territory to be 
acquired from Mesico.' This and similar restrictive 
clauses were lost. In the succeeding congress, 1847, 
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a bill was carried to oi^anise the territory of Oregon, 
according to the provisions in the ordinance of 1787, 
This latter point, which insured fi-eedom to Uie territory, 
was carried with some difficulty. It may here be 
added, that the territory of Minnesota was oi^snised, 
1849, and that of Washington, 1853; both hare &ee 
institutions. The northern situation of these terri- 
tories, we presume, rendered them not very available 
for slavery. 

During the passage of the Oregon bill, an attempt 
was made by the slaveholding interest to extend 
the line 36° 30' to the Pacific; but it was defeated. 
The olgect of the movement was, in effect, to make a 
distinct divkion of the United States into North and 
South, each with its peculiar institutions. Such a 
diviraon was ielt to be essential to the permanence of 
^very; for if, at any subsequent period, free sttdss 
should be o]^anised on the borders of Texas, they 
would be a ready refuge for the whole slave population. 
The defeat of the proposed division, which was a kind 
of northern triumph, did no more, however, than 
postpone for a short time the tug of war. Hitherto, 
. while there were plenty of new lands north and 
south to annex, &ee and slave states had been added 
in so equal a proportion, that the numerical balance 
-was kept tolerably even. Now, the unoccupied lands 
in the north were becoming scarce; many new free 
states in that direction were hopeless; and if the 
balance was to be maintained, the North would require 
to seek for an equipoise south of the line of the 
Missouri Compromise. The game of pitohing new 
states into the Union was getting serious — the result 
critical. 

Nations, like individuals, usually add more to their 
cares than their comforts by ih&r acquisitions of 
proper^. The United States had from small 
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b^:tBmiigB become a miglify empire ; but while 
prosperooa in its mRtcrial interesto, it was vexed with 
intflBtuie commotions. It had acqniied enormously 
large pononona in the sooth; bnt what waa to be 
done with them? Eager diacuBsionB respecting these 
acqnisiticsia oociured in congress, 1849-60, Zadiary 
Taylor, the new president, having recommended the 
oiganiaation of California aa a state, and New Mexico 
and Utah as territories, of the Union, there arose 
a contest on that everlasting subject — ^the imposition 
of restrietions as to alaverj'. Once more, Henry Clay 
interposes to allay the ahnm with an ingeniously 
complicated and specioDS compromise. To understand 
the purport of this beautiful piece of legislation, it 
is necessary to have some notion of tlie state of a&irs 
since 18S4. The invasion of Texas, and its probable 
results in extending slavery, greatly stimulated the 
party of Abolitionists, who about this time began to 
agitate with uncommon zeal — perhaps more zeal than 
discretion — ^through tbe agency of speeches, pamphlets, 
and petitions. One of the things they especially 
demanded was the expulsion of slavery firom the 
District of Columbia, where it was a scandal to the 
official capital of the States. So nwnerons were the 
petitions presented to congress on this and analogous 
subjects, that at length the extraordinary resolution 
to receive no more was adopted, and for several years 
the very right of petition was so &r suspended. It 
was during this turbulent decade (1830-40), that a biD 
was brought in to extend the slave state of Missouri. 
The prescribed boundaries of this state on the west 
having excluded a triangular district, which remained 
free soil in virtue of the ordinance of 1787, the incor- 
poration of it was anxiously desired by tiie MissouriauB, 
for it was exceedingly fertile, and lay on tbe lonte 
to the rich and stiU unappropriated lands of Kansas. 
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Str&nge to any, the bill to incorpDnte this legicm 
— l^sUy inmied to freedom — wae paased in 188d 
without any perceptible c^^poedtion. The tract ao 
anaexed compoeea six ocnmties, and has become one of 
the mofit populous and weeltiiy sectirau of the state, 
devoted to the groving <^ hemp, tobacco, and other 
articles, and coltiTated by dave*. This, we are told, 
'is the most pro-elavery section of the state, in which 
waa originated, and has been jsincipally sustained, 
that ames of inroada into Kansas, coimptions of her 
ballot-boxes, and outragee on her Tpeople, which have 
earned for their aathois the iqipellation of border 
ruffiana.'' * 

Not discotoaged, die ultra anti-slaTery party kept 
np a constant war of a^omcmt and remonstrance 
^Ton^ the press, l^ie Texan invasion and its 
consequcaices impacted fresh enaigy to the remon* 
Btrants. Petitions for a dissolution of the Union, for 
amendments in the ccmstitution, for a reform of the 
re^esentation, were poured into congress, and when 
discosaons arose respecting the admission of California, 
the contest overshadowed all other questions. Clay, 
as has been said, now comes on the scene, with bis 
plan of conciliation, which, bemg embodied in several 
bills, was cleverly carried throi^ congress in August 
1850. This famous ' omnibos ' measure, as it was 
called, was worthy <A Clay's genius. The South bad 
complaints against die North, on account of the 
difficulties thrown in the way of recovering fugitive 
slaves. The North complained that slavery continued 
to exist in the District of C(^umbia. Clay prqjected 
some mutual concession on these points; and as the 
South was the more intractable, adjusted its demands 

* EiOorg of Ihe StritggU for Slmrry Exlmnon er Reitrictirm. By 
HOTUB Graelej. Ki A Ednuib, Ntw Yoit, 1866. 
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by coocediiig that tlie inhsbitante of tho new Bonthent 
acqoisitionB Bhonld exensae the right of introdocing 
or exdoding dtmry; fiutfaeF, the origiiul oompect 
with Texas was confinned, and its western boundaiy 
fixed at the Bio Grande del Norte. Califomia vas 
admitted &b a state, and New Mexico and Utah as 
tenitoriea, on the basis of 'sqnatter sovexeigntjr ' — a 
circnniHtance of no moment, aa it piored, to Caiifiamia, 
which, thon^ already intruded on by some pUnters 
and their slaves, made choice of &eedom. Slavery 
was not aboliBhed in Columbia, but the slave-trade 
and open sales of daves were prohibited nnder heavy 
penalties in the DiBtrict. Lastly, the Fogitive Slave 
BiU strengthened those provisions in the federal con- 
etitotioQ for recoverii^ ronaways, which in many parts 
of the country had become practically inoperative. 

These onlted measures did not become law without 
incurring opposition on both sides; bnt we are con- 
cerned to observe, that in all the divisionfi in the 
l^idatnre, members &om free states voted with tiie 
Soutii — the only rational ra^lanation of this bong, 
that the prind]^ of freedom t>erm» slavery had not 
attained force sufficient to overcome party connec- 
tion or individually selfish considerationB. Among the 
eminent men who on this occasion voted in violation 
of formerly professed principles, was Daniel Webster — 
a droumstance of which be was bo painfully reminded 
by his rejection at a convention for proposing candi- 
dates for the presidentship, that he languished and died 
' a damaged man,' October 1852.- Clay, a short lime 
before, made an equally abrupt and unlamented exit. 

It is now, we believe, generally admitted by its 
partisans, that Clay's Fugitive Slave Bill was a grave 
political blunder j ' for, besides failing in its professed 
object, it caused considerable exasperation in the 
northern states, in some of which it is already as modi 
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a dead-letter as were tlie original obUgations on 
which it was finmded. So mnch for Clay's omniboB 
measarej which was to insure uiuTersal harmony ! So 
mncli for what a committee of congress in 1864, 
sagacicrnaly proclaimed as haring been 'a final settle- 
ment of the controversy, and an end of the agitatioD.' 
Well may one aay, with how little wisdom is the world 
governed ! 

With the incentiTes to increase, to which we have 
drawn attention, it will not he thongfat remarkahle 
that in 1860, the number of slaves in the' United 
States had risen to 3,304,313. 



T,Googlc 
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It will be recollected that on the occasion of consti- 
tDting the st&te of Missourij in 1820, there was a 
comi«omise among partiea to the effect tiiat, in all the 
territory which had been ceded hy France north of 
8ff 80', ' the state of MiBsoori excepted, davery shdnld 
be &r erer prohibited; and the act which admitted 
the state to the Union bore a claose of this kind. Here 
waa a law settling the question so far, one would 
think. Events proved that this was not bo certain. 
IlIiBSouri having edged itself in as a slave state, there 
the afiair rested; and when, in 1886, a slice of freah 
£ree territory was added to this slave state, the coin- 
promiBe daoae does not appear to have been agitated. 
It waa reserved for Mr Pierce's first congress to be 
troubled with the resnirection of a measure which 
the bulk of the members— and Pierce to boot — had 
probably begun to hope was past being brooght to lifb. 
On the 16th of December 1858, a bill waa mbmitted 
to the senate to organise the territory of Nebraska; 
and on this occasion (he unhappy compromise rises 
from the dead. Let us look at our maps, and see 
where lies the region which was to provoke one of the 
severest party contests that has ever occurred in or out 
of congress. 

Nebraska was the name at first given to a large 
tract of country, having on tiiQ east Missouri, Iowa, and 
Minnesota, and stretching from 86* 80' or thereabonts, 
to the borders of Canada. Its limits on the west 
were New Mexico, Utah, Oregon, and Washington. 
The more eastern portion of this vast territory, was 
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fertOised by the rivers Flatte, Kaw or Kanaas, and 
oQier tribataries of the Missouri, and its only occa- 
pants were certain tribes of IndiauB. The rich htuds 
on the benders of the rivera, and beyond them tiie 
rolling and flowery prairies, were, however, becomii^ 
too attractive to be much longer exempted &om &e 
ever-operatu^ law of Anglo-American migration. 
The federal government had b^on to cause regular 
explorationa west of Misoouri, about 1838, but on 
so imperfect a scale, that fresh and much more 
exteiudTe invee^ations were ordered in 1843; the 
commander of the scientific explorers on ^lis occaaon 
being Lieutenant John Charles Fremont. The history 
of this journey of discovery to the sborea of the Pacific 
is fall of romantic incident, and as affording accurate 
accounts of that great ireatem wilderness which will 
shortly afford a home for milHoos of civilised men, is 
deserving of more notice than it has generally obtained 
in iEinrope. Fremont, ' the pathfinder,' was eminently 
snccessftil in his explorations through the obscure passes 
of the JBocky Mountains. On one of the topmost 
peaks of this lofty range, npwards of 13,000 feet above 
sea-level, he gallantly waved in triumph the national 
flag, where, as he says, ' never fli^ waved befi»e.' 

The discoveries of Fremont opened the way for 
settlements, but none, except in an irregular manner, 
could take pdace till Gie territory was oi^iamsed and 
siUT^ed; and these final measures were pushed on 
by Missoorians and others personally acquainted with 
the capabilities of the nnapjoY^ated lands. Among 
the parties who urged fi)rward the bill for organisiDg 
the territory, there could hardly &)l to be a conadons- 
ness that, as Nebraska lay directiy north of 36° 80', it 
was exempted from the contamination of slaveiy, in 
virtue of the compromise. But then, was this ctxn- 
promise of abiding e^ct — was it a compromiBe at all ? 
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All admitted, vhat was nndemable, that there was & 
Btatote which gxutraDteed that all lands north of the 
line 8ff SC, ahoold be consecrated to freedom. This 
awkward difficrdty was got rid of by dedating that 
the statute was nnconatitntional, an interference with 
the rights of sqnatter sovereignty. As for there having 
been a compromise, where was it seen ia any valid 
obligation? It was only a fond tradition, of no binding 
eSect whatsoever. Iliere may have been some mutual 
conceesionB amoi^ parties when the Missouri bill was 
passed, more than thirty years ago ; but what had the 
preaent generation to do yntii the parliamentary strata- 
gems of a past age ? Besides, the compromise measures 
of 18S0 affirm and rest upon the proposition, 'that all 
qoestionB pertaining to slavery in the territories, and 
the new states to be formed there&om, are to be left 
to the decision of the people reaiding therein, hy their 
appropriate representatives, to be chosen by tbem for 
that purpoee.'" According to tliia view of the subject, 
the Missouri Compromiae of 1820 was over-ridden by 
Clay's omnibus measure of 1850, which was eaid to 
obliterate the line 36° 30' from the map. Neither 
branch of congress unanimously adopted so sweeping 
a doctrine. The progress of the bill, which speedily 
assumed a form for organising two territories, Kansas 
and Nebraska, was opposed at every step. Among the 
more energetic friends of freedom on this occasion, 
we see the name of Mr Seward (of New York), who, 
in tiie conrae of a long and able speech on the suhjiect, 
made the following remarks : 

' I know there have been states which have endured 
long, and achieved much, which tolerated slavery ; but 
that was not the slavery of caste, like African slavery. 



• Report nfStaate't CommUta m Terriloria, in Eefirence to Kehraita, 
JnxvaTj 1853. 
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Such Blavery tends to demoralise equally the Btil^ected 
race and the snpeiior one. It has been the absence of 
such daveiy from Eoiope that has given her nationB 
tiieir Biiperiority orer other countries in that hemi- 
sphere Slavery, wherever it exists, begets fear, and 
fear is the parent of weakness. What is the secret vS 
Hiat eternal, sleepleas anxiety in the legislatiTe halls, 
and even at the firesides of the slave states, always 
asking new stipulations, new ccanpromises and abrt^a- 
tion of compromises, new assumptions of power and 
abnegations of power, but fear ? It is the apprehension, . 
that, even if safe now, they will not always or long be 
secure against some invasion or some ^^ression from 
the free states. What is the secret of the humiliating 
part which proud old Spain is acting at this day, 
trembling between alarms of American intnudon into 
Cuba on one side, and British dictation on die other, 
but tlie fact that she has cherished slavery so long and 
stiU dierishes it, in the last of her American colonial 
possessions ? Thns far ^Kansas and Nebraska are safe, 
under the laws of 1820, against the introducti<Hi of this 
element of national debihty and decline. The loll 
before us, as we are assured, contains a great principle, 
a glorious principle ; and yet that principle, when fully 
ascertained, proves to be nothing less than the sab- 
version of that security, not only vrithin the territories 
of Kansas and Nebraska, but within all the other 
present and future territories of the United States. 
Thus it is quite clear that it is not a principle alone 
that is involved, but that those who crowd this measure 
with so much zeal and earnestness must expect that 
either &eedom or slavery shall gain something by it in 
titoae r^ions. The case, then, stands thus ia. Kansas 
and Nebraska : Freedom may b)se, but certainly can 
gain nothing ; while slavery may gain, but as certainly 
can lose nothing.' 
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Again, expostulaticm was nselaM. The bill passed 
both branchea of the le^islatore io May 1864, the 
majority, as customary on similar questions, being 
swelled by northern Whigs. An act vrss accordingly 
framed for organising Kansas and Nebraska as separate 
territories, with the whole apparatus of local govern- 
ment and legislation. Hw danse empowering the 
inhabitantfl to legalise or rqect slavery, is given 
below.* The two territories being now ^rly estab- 
lished, that kind of rush of settlers ensues which 
has been already pictured. In their choice, Nebraska 
sppean to have been passed over in &vonr of Kaiuas, 
which, lying to the south, on the parallel 36° 80', 
immediately adjoining Missouri, drew crowdji towards 
it ; aud, as is well known, became the object of s ie&i 
and disorderly competition between the southern slave- 
holding party and the free-soileis of the uovih. Hh&K 
was little time to spare. In the Old W<n-ld, kingdoms 
and principalities have taken centuries to mature. The 
greater number, after a thousand years of social o^au- 
isation, have not yet acquired so mnch aa the capacity 
to keep order at a public meeting, let alone the power 
of self-government. Even the British monarchy, with 

* 'Thit th« coDstitntlcD, and ill th« law* nf ttaa United Stttm dot 
lociU; inapplicabk, ihall Iuto the ume foro* uid eS^ within tht 
tfliTitoi7 of Vanw ai elaewlieTe within Che United StBtea, esictpt tho eighth 
MClioa of iae act pKpiir&tory to the admission of Uiesouri into the Union, 
approred March 6, 1820, which being incanuetent with the prindplci of 
BDn-intermtion b7 congnaa with alavafj In the atataa and tenitoriaa, aa 
ncogniaed bj the le(;JslsUon of ISSO, oommonlj called Un compromia* 
meaiores, ia herebj declared inoperative and void, it being the tnia intent 
■and meaning of the act not to legislale elaverj into any state or tenitoiy, or 
eiclnde it thererrom; bat to leave the people Iberaof perftetljr fiea to tana 
Bii. ngntatt ttieii domotic inititiitioD* in tbdr own way, ml^jtet BDly to tJM 
constitution of the United Statea. Frovided, that nothing heron eoBtuned 
shall Ih construed to revive or pnt In force any law or regulation which may 
have enisted prior to the act of the 6th of March 1820, either pr<riecting 
establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing Blavecy.' 
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all ita applknces, seenofl to be nnable to ri|teQ its 
ordinary run of cwlouies under a period of tome yean 
■ — indeed, sevetul of the more dderly of these com- 
munitiea are now, after long tntela^, only beginning 
to walk alone. Tbe United States contrive to do the 
thing in a fevr weeks or months. Kansas was oigamsed 
oa the 80th of May 1 K54, and on the 29th of November 
f(^owing, it was to elect a delegate to represent it in 
coDgress. Id tbe short intermediate period, cities, 
towns, and voting-places went to receive legal agnifi- 
Cance; though, as the materiaLi of aichitectore yrere 
principally deak uid canvas, tfau feat was perhaps no 
great stretch of genios. Previously to its organisation, 
the r^ion had become a hopeful fidd of labour 
to several missionaries connected with one of the 
divudons of the Methodist body, which is known to 
have done good service in carrying a knowledge c£ 
religion into remote quarters of the Union, It is troe 
these missionaries are often described as being coarse 
and illiterate, bnt such, perhaps, are the only men 
adapted for the rough circumstances that surround 
tbeoi in the backwoods and prairies. Whether to please 
the parties among whom they minister, or &om other 
motives, it unfortunately happens that these missionaries 
do not scruple to advocate slavery in union with Scrip- 
tural doctrine, atid so act as pioneers of a system of 
brutalising oppression, which is clearly at variance with 
every principle we are taught to revere. Among those 
who in this manner had set up their tabernacle in 
£ans3s, was a somewhat renowned personi^e, the Rev, 
Tom Johnson, who is described as nltra coarse and 
presuming — a violent pro-slavery partisan, and a ready 
tool of those planters in MisBoari who had an eye to 
the fertile plains of the territory. This worthy, whose 
head-quarters were at a place called the Shawnee 
Mission, a short way firom the frontier, held slaves 
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kmg before tiie oi^^aaisatioD of Kansas — a cironm- 
•Unce which helped mateiiaUf forward the plfln <^ 
iatrodncing and holding slaves on a lai^ sc&le. Of 
the ReT. Tom's clerical accomplishments, we poBsess 
no record. All we know iSj that, located in a hulking 
hrick hdlding at Shawnee Misflion, he was a leading 
man among those who charged themselves with enlight- 
ening the Shawnees, Ddawares, Kaws, Sacs, Foxes, 
and otiier tnbes of Indians, some of whom, as our 
antfacaitf states, already possessed in an 'eminent 
d^ree the marks of whisky civiliaation.'* We do not 
learn that Tom kept a barret to aid him in his lahonzs ; 
hat that is of no conseqnence. Th«« were barrels at 
hand, and Hisy were doing their usually horrid work 
on the unhappy Indiaaa — a doomed race. The IhU 
opening the territory to white immigration, provided 
that the natives should not be iU^ally deprived of their 
reserves; but no arrangement however humane, short 
of the annihilation c^ whisky, could sustain Ihem in 
tiieir possessions, and, unless removed, ihey wca« 
evidenUy destined to become beggars and plagues 
to society. A number, wisely cedhig their lands on 
reasonable t^ms, were transferred to localities at a 
mitable distance, where they r»uain till a fresh wave 
<^ white immigratitm overtakes litem. 

As the abcmgines, half-demoralised, gloomily dear 
oat, the whites poor in; land-offices are opened; 
' claims' begin to dot the &ce of the country ; and the 
ctoster of ogly buildings at Shawnee Mission, becomes 
a rallyit^-point for tiie settlers. We are to view 
Kansas in this transition state in July 1854, when the 
contest between pro-slavery and anti-slavery emigrants 
comes distinctly into notice. According to the accoimt 
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of the pro-davery MissonriaQS, they were stocg hy 
newspaper reports that great bfinds of New Englanden 
would 8000 be on their way to intiodace free instita- 
tionB into Kansas. Aboat this time] sereral joint- 
stock concerns were formed in the &ee states for Uiis 
avowed pnrpose. One of them, called the New- 
£i^land Emigrant Aid Company, with a cajntel stool 
of 5,000,000 dollars, was legalised by an act of 
incorporatioD from the legislature of Massachnsetts. 
The plan proposed hy the company waa this : Agents 
were to buy lands in Kansas, and sell them in lots to 
immigrants^ imtil the territory was oj^anised as a free 
Btate ; then, all funds being realised, and a dividraid 
declared, the agents were to select a &esh fidd of 
operations in order to oi^anise another free state. In 
short, it was a grand device to give free institutiona 
to aU the new territories, one after the other; and if 
miopposed, there conld have been Httle doabt of its 
success. These projects alarmed the MissonrianB — at 
least, snch is their story. It is, however, qnite as 
clear that the pro-slavery men were, from the fiwt, 
equally on the alert; and we are to conclude that both 
parties had some time previondy determined to run 
a race Jbr the territaiy. The committee of coDgreas 
which afterwards investigated the matter, states in its 
report, that 'within a few days after the organic law- 
was passed, and as soon as its passage could be known 
on the border, leading citizens of Missonn crossed into 
the territory, held squatter meetings, and then returned 
to their homes. Among the resolutions are the follow- 
ing: That we will afford protection to no abolitionist 
as a settler of this territory : ^t we recognise the 
institution of slavery as already existing in this 
territory, and advise slaveholders to introduce their 
property as early as possible.' Then, early in July, 
a meeting of an association, having the same oligect in 
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view, takei place at 'Westport, and resolves tliat it wffl 
liold itself in readiness to remove any and all emi^raiits 
wbo go into Kansas under the aTupicea of t}ie Northern 
Emigrant Aid Sodeties. Thna, two opposite parties 
were distinctly pitted against each other. Had the 
Hissoariuis confined themselves to the peaceful setUe- 
ment of planters and slaves, no fault coold he fonnd 
with tiiem under the corutitKtion, however moch, on 
moral gronnds, we might have lamented their f^;greft< 
nons. Bat the pro-slaveryites went a step heyond tl^ir 
coiutitutional rights. Not contenting themselves with 
a plan of peacefiil emigration, they resolved, as we 
have seen, to gain their raids by violence. One exonse 
for their outrages is, that in ^ving a charter of incor- 
poration to the New-England Emigrant Aid Company, 
the legislature of Massachusetts committed a trespass 
on the constitation j becauee no state is warranted in 
doing anything which will operate on the institutions 
of another state. For anythij^ we can tell, this may 
have been an indiscreet and federally unlawful act; 
but, if such were the case, there was surely legal 
redress before the supreme courts of the Union. 
Nothing, in a word, can justiiy the Misaourians in 
having armed themselves to oppose the settlement of 
the n<nthem emigrants; and for this they stand con- 
demned in the estimation of all right-thinking persons 
in Gurc^ and America. 

A number of quietly disposed emigrants had b^^na 
to spread themselves oa the banks of the Kaw, when 
they heard that they were to be attacked. They 
were discomposed, but not fiightened, and stood 
their ground. It seems to be customary to give ih^ 
inhabitants of many of the states certain nicknames, 
by which they are generally known. The natives of 
Jllinois are called Suekert; those of Indiana, Hooaiers; 
and the Missourians receive the unpleasant name 
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of Puke». Well, the story ran in Kansas that the 
Pukes were conmig, and sooa a squad of them did 
make their appearance. Fhillips, whose work presents 
the only intelligible narrative of the Kansas trouble! 
that has fallen in oiir way, gives a graphic account 
of the Pukes, or ' border ruffians.' They are of several 
kinds. Those of the unadulterated type, are decided 
characten. ' Most of them,' he says, ' have been over 
the plains several times; if they have not been over 
the plains, the probability is, they have served through 
the war in Mexico, or seen " a deal of trouble in 
Texas," or at least run up and down the Missouri 
river often enough to catch imitative inspiration from 
the catfish aristocracy. I have often wondered where 
all the hard customers on the Missouri firontier come 
tKita. They seem to have congrc^ted here by some 
law of gravity uu explain able. Perhaps the easy 
exercise of judicial authority in Rentier countries 
may explain their fancy for them. Amongst these 
worthies, a man is estimated by the amount of whisky 
he can drink ; and if he is so indiscreet a/s to admit 
he " drinks no liquor," he is set down as a dangerous 
character, and shunned accordingly. Imagine a fellow, 
tall, slim, but athletic, with yellow complexion, hairy 
faced, with a dirty flannel shirt, red, or blue, or 
green, a pair of coounon-place, but dark-coloured pants, 
tucked into an uncertain altitude by a leather-belt, in 
which a dirty-handled bowie-knife is stuck rather 
ostentatiously, an eye slightly whisky red, and teeth 
the colour of a walnut. Sucb is your bordra: rofSan of 
the lowest type. His body might be a compound of 
gutta-percha. Johnny-cake, and badly smoked bacon ; 
his spirit, the rejined part, old Bourbon, " doable 
rectified}" but there is ev^ shade of the border 
ruffian. Your judicial ruffian, for instance, is a 
gentleman ; that is, as much of a gentleman as he can 
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be iriliiDiit transgresaing on bis more porely I^itamate 
chincter of border ruffian. As " occasonal imbibing " 
is not a siO] bia character at bome is irreproachable; 
and when be goes abroad into the territory, for 
imtanoe, be does not commii any act of outntgej or 
vote himself, but after " aiding and comforting " those 
who do, returns, feeling every inch a gentleman. Then 
there ere your less conservative border-ruffian gentlemen. 
They are not so nice in distinctions, and, so iar &om 
objecting, rather like to take a hand themselves; 
but they dress like gentlemen, and are so after a 
fashion. Between these and the first-meniioned large 
dasB, there is every shade aod variety; but it takes 
the whole of them to make an effective brigade ; and 
then it is not perfect without a barrel of whisky. The 
two gentlemanly classes of rufO&ns are so for political 
effect, or because they fant^ it is their interest. The 
lower dase are pro-slavery mfBans, merely because 
it is the prevalent kind of rascality ; the inference ia, 
tiiat they would engage in any other afiair in which 
an equal amount of whisky might be drunk, or as 
great an aggregate of rascality be perpetrated. Such 
was the kind of costomers who presented themselves to 
the astonished gaze of the early citizens of Lawrence, 
while it 'spread its tent-like butterfly wings, just 
energing from its chrysalis state, on the hanks of the 
Kaw.' 

A description of the arrival of the Pukes is given 
with picturesque effect. ' They came in wagons, and 
were truly an "army with banners." Every wagon 
appeared to be suppUed with a piece of cloth, which 
was patched something to represent a star, or other 
more mysterious border-rnfGao symbols, and also a Jog 
of whisky. They had a fiddler or two with them, their 
nearest approximation to "martial music." They 
might be styled the shot-gun, or backwoods' rifle. 
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brigade. In a representation of the Forty Thiete», 
thejr would have been invalnabte, with ^eir grim 
visages, their tipsy expression, and, above all, their 
oaths and unapproachable sragger. As the first 
detachment only nombered «^ty men, they took to 
the north side of the ravine which mns through town, 
this being the Rubicon between ibem and the Yankees. 
When there, they proceeded to swagger and drink, and 
shoot at marks, and swear by all tiiat was good and 
bad that they would exterminate all the Yankee 
abolitionists that dare come to Kansas. Towards the 
evening of the day they came, a reinforcement of some 
twenly-five more arrived; but they either did not 
deem themselves strong enough yet, or had adopted 
some plan of operations requiring delay.' Some 
diplomatic intercourse follows, but there was as yet no 
fighting. The New Englanders would not give way, 
and ultimately the border ruffians retired. 

The two principal officers appointed by the pre- 
sident to initiate the territorial government, were 
A. H. Keeder, as governor, and S- D. Lecompte, as 
chief-justice. Beeder was evidently not the man for 
the situation. He arrived in October, and the election 
of a delegate to congress took place, as has been said, 
on the 29th of November. At this election, Whitfield, 
the pro-slavery candidate, was returned ; but the 
majority in his favour was increased by 1729 illegal 
votes, given by hands of men who crossed the frontier 
&om Missouri — another act totally unjustifiable. The 
report of the committee of congress declares it to 
have been ' a systematic invasion itova an adjoining 
state, by which large numbers of illegal votes were 
cast in remote and sparse settlements, for the avowed 
pnrpose of extending slavery into the territory,' and 
which, 'even though it did not change the result of 
the election, was a crime of great magnitude. Its 
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immediate effect vm to ftirUm escite the peoi^e 
of the northern sifttes, indqce acts of retaliation, aad 
exasperate the actual settlers against their neighhours 
in Missouri,' • 

Dire erents followed, but we most leave an account 
of them to next chapter. 

* Acco'duig to FbUlip^ tbs istmdni rapmeated onlj > bctioo in 
Uismtirii large namb«ra in tbtt state npadiited Ihdr proceedings, but from 
ths terroriMD thit pnniM, wen nnsbl* to lit«rfen. * Altbongh,' m;* 
this uitboril]', ' Uissonci is » ilara aUtc^ ilaTaj is duad; to b< fiHind in « 
i>« nranUsa, nd e««n tb«r« ttt* Isqp mvuit; of tlu whiCa men an not 
■Isis-Dwiiera. Tliej »n men «ha have oome from all stHtes of the DniiHi, 
some of them enterprising bnainess-men, who, in advindng their privsta 
tntereota, hiTS still s reasonstite piide ia those liberties Mil prinbfti 
gwnnteed to them hj th« osutitntiaB, and bought bj the blwiii of th« 
twl; jHbiots. Bat Ireedom of ^leecli is lapptessed *s thorough]/ as srer 
it was in the days of the InqnisitioD. Not only is the sobject of slaveij 
Itself interacted, bnt all opinions growing ont of it, or that might haplj 
endanger it, are fbibidden.' Anorgaulsatioa of secnt lodges compel* iSaaet 
and passire obedienite. * An election is to he earned ( and if then i> D«t a 
niScieiit nmnber of rowdiBs to engage in it, liam a natural lore of mischir^ 
and an acquired love of liquor, wLj, more respectable men mmt go. And 
if thej do not go, thej most at least paj the eipemes of those who do. ... . 
Not a whisper ranst be breathed against this cmel taxaldon, or aln th« 
IncUen wight, wbow lore of prindpla (or paraimoD;) made him ol^eet, 
voold be snlgectad to a loss of east«, to which the condildan of an Indian 
Pariah is a happy one. The ftdloiiing speech, delivered bj General String- 
fellow, la St Joeepb, Hlasmni, at a pnbKo meeting where be was sostained 
and tndaraad, will tdl somtfhing af the stay: "I tell yon to mgk tnrj 
■oeandrd among yon who is the least t«nt«d with abolitionism ra frae-KiiUsia, 
and ejrterminate hrni. Neither give nor take quarter from the , . , . tsscsIs. 
I propose to nuAthemin this boose, and on the present occa^on; sojoo may 
crash than out. To these who have qualms itt oonscienoa as to rielating 
hws, state or nstlmal, tiie Urns has emie when anch impositions mast h« 
diacegardsd, as your rights and prc^erty are in danger. 1 adiise yoo, ont 
and all, to enter eveiy election district in Kansas, in defiance of Beeder and 
his vile myrmidons, and vote at the point of the bovle-hnife and rarolver. 
Knther giro nor take qnarter, as the canse demands it. It is enongh that the 
idarebolding jnterast wills it, from which there 1* bo appeal"' — PhUI^ 
p.«. 
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Tnz election of b dcd^ate to congress, from the tem« 
toiy of Kangaa, in November 1854^ waa followed, as 
has been aaid, by dire eyents. The iree settlers were 
indignant ftt the unantlionsed voting of pro-^very 
men from Missouri, and the Misstynrians endeavoured 
by acts of outrage to intimidate and expel the 
settlerB. Violence, however, had not yet attained its 
climax. The ^eat straggle was to take place on the 
30th of March 1855, when the inhabitants were to 
choose a legislature. Preparatory to this event, 
Governor Beeder caused a ceneos to be taken of the 
population, which was found to consist of 8501 soulo. 
This number included the unenfranchised part of the 
community, 2^ slaves and 151 &ee negroes; those 
entitled to vote amounting to 2906.. 

As the great day approached, parties of Missonrians 
entered the territory, and planted themBelvea at every 
polling-place, with the avowed design of voting fop 
candidates who would make Eansas a slave state. As 
many as 6000 of these desperadoes, equipped vrith 
arms, and bringing tents and provisions, thus t^rak 
their ground, resolved to commit a grossly illegal act, 
by representing themselves as actual inhabitants of 
the territory. As there is not nsnally any register 
of voters in the States, where elections are often a 
kind of scramble — ^the ytsry sherifib, on such occasions, 
lending themselves to party purposes — it is not 
difficult for bands of resolute individuals to carry 
everything as they please. Even in tiie city of New 
York, at the last election, as is stated by the local 
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press, parties of rowdies floated from polling-place to 
poUing-pIace, and cast votes at them all, in order to 
return their &Toarite candidate. How much m<»e 
eaBily conld mch infamous proceedings occur in the 
wildernesses of Kansas I 

Well, the election takes place. Notwithstanding 
threats of personal yiolence, the settlers came pretty 
&eely forward ; hat of what avail against the host of 
intmders? On examinatioD, it was found t^t the 
nnmber of legal voters was 1810, and of ill^al voters, 
4908. Willi the exception of two, all the members 
retnnied were pro-slaveiy men, and a nnmber of them 
were residents in Missouri. It being the dnty of the 
governor to receive the returns, and grant certificates 
to enable members to assume office, Reeder, after, 
as is alleged, investigating each case, set aside the 
election in seven disputed districts, thus creating 
two vacancies in the council, and nine in the house of 
representatives. He issued a certificate, besides, to 
one member of council and one member of the house, 
not the individuals whom the jndges of the election 
had retnmed. To all the remainder, consisting of 
deven conncUmen, and seventeen representatives, he 
granted certificates. On his ordering a new election 
to be held on the 24th of May for filhng np the 
vacancies, the pro-slavery party tamVe into a storm of 
indignation. They declared that no special election 
was valid under the oi^anic law; they resolved to 
disown the authority of the present one, and vowed 
vengeance against Beeder and all who adhered to him. 
Without waiting for the new election, the governor, 
in April, issued his proclamation, summoning the 
legislature to meet at Pawnee City — a cluster of 
tents and deals about a hundred miles from the frontier 
— on the 2d of July. 

At the May election, there was little disturbance^ 
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and the j&ee-soileis had almost everytiiing tLeir own 
way ; the resalt being the return of a number of new 
members, to whom tlie governor granted certificates. 
There were now, as we may say, double retmns, some 
apparently valid, others tie reverse. No proceedings, 
however, were fomided on this point tili the 
assemblage of the two hooaes, when, on the third day 
of the session, a committee made s report respecting 
disputed elections. Not to go into tiresome minatiee, 
the result of the inquiry was, to deprive of his seat 
one of the members whom the governor had certified 
in March, and to tmn out six members certified under 
the election in May — the effect of the whole being to 
restore affiiirs to nearly that pomtion in which they 
had been placed by the outr^eons intrusion of the 
Missonrians in March. Eeeder, it may be presumed, 
had now an opportmiity of repudiating a legislature 
so vitiated by its own act, but, as previouidy hinted, 
though a man of good intentioiiB, he was scarcely fitted 
for controlling the wild democracy over whom he was 
called to rule. One of the earliest projects started 
in the house of xepresentatiTes was the removal of 
the seat of legislature to Shawnee Mission, near the 
borders of Missouri ; and a bill to ibis effect was sent 
to the governor, who, on the 6th of July, retomed 
it with a message declining to sanction the proposed 
change. His reason was, that the legislature had 
transcended its authority in adopting this particular 
measure ; but in making this communication, he 
distinctly recogmaed the council and house of repre- 
sentatives as constituting the legislature of the territory 
of Kansas. As may be supposed, the legislative body 
paid no attention to the governor's objections, and 
accordingly removed, on the 16th of July, to a school- 
house at Shawnee Mission. StQl, the governor by 
. respecting bills continued to Tccognise the 
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authority of the legislature, altboogb at iiie same time, 
on the 21st of July, he declared that, by the act oi 
mnoral, Uie two homea were diasolred, and hencefortli 
he anspended all intercoane with them. We are 
conMnom that these are dry details, bat being gathered 
chiefly from a report of congren respecting the 
atni^e in Kaosaa, and freed from party exaggeratdons, 
Ihey throw a useful Ught over what has become ft 
question of deep interest ctoinected with the progress 
of sUreiy. Up to the point we have reached, ths 
Missouri intruders were decidedly in the wrong; the 
denuncialioDB in their newspapers and speeches at 
the public meetings were atrocious — language which 
we could not possibly transfer to these pages. But 
unfortuuately, lleeder, in whose hands was the destiny 
of Kansas, compromised freedom. His recc^nition of 
the corrupt legislature on the Slat of July, waa a grave 
blunder ; for in a legal point of view (as we humbly 
assume), no subsequent repudiation of that body could 
deprive it of an authority he had already acknowledged. 
The &lse position taken by Reeder was greedily seized 
hold of by his antagouists, who, aa an explanation of 
his conduct, alleged that his preference for Pawnee 
arose from the fact of his having town^lots to dispc»e 
of in that quarter. Whatever truth may be in the 
scandal circulated on the occasion, there can be no 
doubt, if we are to believe Phillips, that Shawnee was 
a much more agreeable place of meeting than Pawnee. 
'At tbe Mission, the l^elature were at home; that 
is, tb^ were nearly so. It was only one mile from tbo 
Missouri line, and four miles from Westport. Hacks 
left the Misuon every evening, on Uie adjournment, 
taking tbe members to Westport, and brought them 
back in the momii^. And such splendid junketings 
and racketings these fellowa had I A due snpjiJy of 
whisky was brought in bottles and jugs each mornings 
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in order to keep the l^isLitore In wpirUa during the 
long' Baznm^ dayt.' 

Having Bet to iroik, the Bafftu l^idature, u thii 
body is Bsually designated, .peedUy produced a code 
of laws connected with 'elave property,' nicfa m the 
world haa not seen fi>r many a day. The following are 
a few of the penaldea : To any penon concmied in 
raising an insurrection among BlaTea, or free otOoored 
perBona— deaUi. To any person who shall entice, 
decoy, or carry away any slave fiom the territory 
— death, or imprieonment for ten years with hard 
labour. To any person who sbaU entice or persoade 
a Blave to escape from hia maater— imprisonment for 
trai years with hard labonr. To any person rcaisting 

an ofScer who attempts to arreat an escaped slave 

imprisonment with hard labonr for two yeara. The 
fcJlowing sections are too good to abridge : 

' If any person print, write, introdnce into, or dr- 
cnlate, or cause to be brought into, written, printed, 
or circulated, or shall knowingly aid or assist in 
bringing into, imnting, pabliahing, or circulating 
within this territory, any book, paper, pamphlet, 
niaganne, handbill, or cinmlar containing any state- 
ments, argomenta, opinions, Hentlment, doctrine, advice, 
or innuendo calculated to produce a disorderly, dan- 
gerous, or rebelliouB disaffection among the Biases of 
the territory, or to induce such ilarea to escape from 
tiie service of their mastets, or to resist their authority, 
he ahall be guilty of felony, and be punished by 
imprisoDment at hard labonr for a tenn not less than 
five years. If any free penon, by speaking or writing, 
aMert or maintain that persons have not the right 
to hold slaves in this territory, or Aa31 introduce 
into this territory, print, publish, write, circulate, 
or cause to be introduced into the territory, written, 
printed, pablished, and circulated in iIub taritory 
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any book, paper, magaEiiie, pamplilet, or drcular, 
containiiig tmy denial of the li^t of penODB to hold 
sUves in this territoiy, such penon Bhall be deemed 
goilt^ of felony, and pnoislied by imprisonmeDt at 
bard labour ibr a term of not leas than two yean. 
No perBOD who is conscientiouBly opposed to holding 
slaves, or vho doea not admit the right to hold alares 
in this territory, shall ait as a juror on the thai of any 
jnroBecution for any violation of any of the sectiona 
of this act.' This extraordinary code was snbscaribed by 
J. H. Stringfellow as Speaker dT the Home, and Thomaa 
Johnson (the Rev. Tom), President of the CounciL 

The bills passed by the Bogus legislature being, as a 
matter of form, sidmutted to Beeder for his saocticm, 
he transmitted a message in npty, stating that bia 
opinion remained nnchuiged respecting the illegali^ 
{^ that body, but that indepeud^itly of this &ct, he 
had received official intimation that his functions as 
governor were withdrawn. The latter part of thia 
reply was probably anticipated ; for the Legislature had 
memorialiBed the preeideat to remove the gov«iu»r 
from office ; nor can we fed any sorprise at bis 
dismissal. Will it be credited — ^his message just 
alluded to (Augost 16) was still addressed 'To the 
honourable ^ members of the council and house 
of representatives of the territory of Kanass'* — an 
acknowledgment of thdr authority at variance with his 
repeated declarations, and greatly calculated to com- 
plicate the whole question. Amidst these difEcultie^ 
the Bogus legislature obtained an opinion &om Judge 
Lecompte, to the effect, that the bills passed would 
receive the force of law without the signature of the 
governor, and so they appear to have actually come 
into operation. 

• Majoritg R^ort qfConmittn nfCimgrat. Uud] 1856. 
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Eeeder, who now withdrew into private life, was 
replaced by Governor Shannon, who was declared to 
be 'sonnd on the gooae' — that is, in favour of slavery 
in the territory — and who, in general character, wae no 
Improvement on his predecessor. Indignant at being 
fnibjected to laws which they believed to rest on no 
proper anthority, and exposed to personal enfferings 
Irom the Missourians, the citizens of Kansas spent the 
Bnmmer of 1855 in a state of extreme agitation. The 
proper means for redress lay in a calm appeal to 
congress. They did memorialise that body on the 
subject of their grievances ; and ultimatdy a committee 
inquired into and reported on the subject at volu- 
minous length. Without, however, waiting for the 
action of the supreme government, the citizena of 
Kansas held mass-meetings denunciatory of their 
oppressors, and went the extreme length of appointing 
a governor, C. Robinson, to 'occupy the executive 
chair of the new state of Kansas.' Under this official 
took place an entirely new organisation of the territory 
— alleged by the parties concerned to be exactly in 
terms of the constitution, but considered by the 
supreme government as totally irregular and inadmis- 
sible. The people in the sev^at districts elected 
delegates, with perfect seriousness, to constitute a con- 
vention, or rival body to the Bogus legislature; and on 
the meeting of the assembly on the 19th of September 
at Topeka, a message was delivered from 'Governor 
Bobinson,' which would have done no discredit to the 
president of the United States. 

Looking at the acts and resolutions of the Topeka 
convention, it was decidedly the better legislature of 
the two. Considering the nature of its materials, and 
the circumstances calling it into esietence, one cannot 
but feel amazed at the cool and business-like way in 
which it set aside the whole proceedings of the Bogu* 
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aaieinbly, drew np a constitiitioD, (H^anised cotnmitteei 
OD education and other afbirs, and appmnted an 
executire for tbe territoi;. Nodc bnt an Amraican, 
bowerer, can do jtutioe to its character. ' This coasti- 
tntioDal coDTentifm,' aajB Phillips, ' iras hy far the most 
fespectabb body of men in point of talent, that vaa 
oonTcned in Kansas ; indeed, it would have compared 
broniably with legislatiTe bodies anyrrbere. Talent, 
and the ireak Tanity wbicb apes it, were there; 
tme Tirtne, and a more plastic school of morality ^ 
petriotiBm, and nnmber-one-ism ; outside inflaence, 
and a lobby; sober, staid, business habits; brandy, 
temperance, wbifdcy, prayers by the chaplain, profanity 
and c^ter-sappers. It lacked none of tbe greiat 
essentials.' Taken all in all, it iras an htmourablo 
body, vith tbe nsnal sprinkling of skilfnl politicians, 
who knew how to indoctrinate an infant community 
with the principles of party manceoning. 

There were now two rival parliaments in Kansas 
e«cb thundering forth laws ; bnt of what use are all the 
laws in the world, if there is nobody to execate tbem? 
Even in despotic countries, it is tiie people who contrt4 
tbe people. 'Fbe Bi^us I^ialature of Kansas was an 
exotic, the governor an exotic, and ibe judges, and 
sherifis exotics : the people repudiated the whole ccm- 
cem, and defied them. Th«% b^g, prop^y speaking, 
neiUier law nor govermnent, and outrages being trf 
duly occurrence, the settlers got tip secret military 
organisations, the chief of these bang called the Kansas 
Legion — a kind of Vekmgericht, holding mysterioiiB 
meetings, and the membera of which recognised each 
other by peculiar mgns. To counteract these move- 
ments, and aid the Bogus l^islatnre, the pro-slavery 
men held what th^ called a 'Law and Order Con- 
vention' at Leavenworth on tbe 14th of Novanbegr; 
and of this professed auxiliary of tbe constjtnted 
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Kuthorities, GoTeroor ShBunon was appointed presi- 
dent. From this period may be dated the condition of 
anardij in Kansea. At all pmnta, there was open 
defiance between the two parties. Of ihe fights, 
danghteringa, burning of hooses, destruction and 
stealing of property, and personal ontsrages of every 
kind, we are fortimately spared from giving any 
account, as ample details of the atrocities committed 
by the border rufiBana have been made widely known, 
and more particularly as that greatest atrocity of all, 
the homing and saddog of itts city of Lawrence, in 
May 1856, most be fiiesh in every one's recoUection. 
By Mrs Bobinaon, wife of Governs Bobinson, who 
was carried away a prisoner, a circumstantial and 
graphic account of the troubles in Kansas has been 
givok to the world. 

In July 1856, the Topeka convention was brought 
to a temmiation by <ffder of Colond Snnmer,* at the 
head of a troop of dragoons, despatched by the supreme 
government to siq)pie8S the inaorrectiona in the terri- 
tory. With the intexruption of the &ee-state convention, 
the sdzure of some prisoners, and the occupant^ of 
Kaitsas by the federal forces, the territory was substan. 
tially haikded over to the MisBOurisos. How far the 
president was justified in sending an army into Kansas, 
has been matter of much angry discussion ; his pro. 
ceedings in this respect, while ostensibly ^signed to 
keep tlte peace, had the e&ct of vindicating the 
conduct of the Missourian intruders, and leaving the 
Bctoal settlers helpless. The nihject, it will be recol- 
lected, brought congress to a dead-lock at the end of 
August 1866, -when an appropriation for the army 
required to be voted. On this occasion, the membav 

* iin&tgt of (ba TopAa coDTtntiMi tnek pUc( mbeeqaenttj, but Dot to 
ngrgood poipoMw 
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of tihe Houae of Beprefleatativea fiom tlie free atatea 
hftd it in thdr power to stop the BoppUea, and thus 
withdimv the army £rom Saiuu. This grand chanos 
of historical renown was not embraced. By a nutiority 
of 101 to 98, the vote for appropriation was ultimatdy 
carried — ^21 memben ftom free states being nmnbered 
in the m^mity. 

Under Gtoremor Geary, Kaosaa has latterly been 
tranquil, and things may be said to be mending. Bat 
the laws of its Bogtis legislature, which impose and 
bolster up davery, remain in finroe. It is only barely 
posable that tbey may be abolished, and a new order 
of things introdnced by congress. Some New YcH-k 
newq[»^pers, we observe, are recommending free- 
state emigrants to proceed to the territory, which 
presents cheap and fertile lands for settlement; and, 
considering the mi^ty stake at issue, we are not 
Bcrprised that fresh attempts should be made to poor 
in an independent class of settlers. He would ill 
nnderstand the nature of the stm|^ in Kansas, wbo 
8iq>posed it to relate solely to the freedom of that 
territmry. No doubt, ^^^ v" ^ g*^^ *^ I«oxiniBte 
oligect ; bat when we say that 1^ making Kansas tree, 
slavery would be checked in its north-western flank, 
and receive a severe blow thronglurat its whole system, 
the character of that desperate Hie-and-death stroi^le, 
which we have fitintly portrayed, will perhaps be better 
understood. By way of s final set^ement, possibly, 
some one on whom has dropped the mantle of Henry 
Clay, may propose a new Compromise ! 

In Judging of past events in this unhappy territory, 
a sense (^ impartiality obliges us to say that all parlies 
were in the wrong. Congress committed in the first 
place a gtievous wrong, by institatiiig squatter sove- 
reignty in direct opposition to the Missouri Compromise. 
Pierce seems to have done wrong throughout, in hii 
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inTariaMe leaning to the pro-BlaveTy party, . and so 
encoura^ng thrar aggreBaoaa. Then, as regards the 
tvo loci^ parties, wrong was met with wrong, illegality 
by illegality. The intnisions of the border raffiana 
were in erery point of view iniquitons; but the free- 
soil settlers, though grossly insulted and oppressed, did 
surely Wrong in inaugurating an irr^^ular legislatiTa 
ODOventitm, and in trying to support their pkns by 
secret military oT^aniaationB. As for Beeder, the 
central figure in the group of wrong-doers, he, by his 
lucorrigiUe folly, rendered con&iaion worse confounded 
— a fine instance of what mischief may be done by 
good easy men, when placed in circtunstances demand- 
ing Tigooi of character. For all these complications of 
wrong, of which no one can yet see the end, the more 
peaceful and honestly disposed immigrants to Kainsas 
paid a heavy penalty. Their soSerings were acute, 
their losses ruinous. Of the deplorable condition to 
whieh their agricultural operations were reduced, we 
oo>nld advance no more convincing proof than that 
which above ell things shocks the sensibility of an 
American — wMte women were seen labouring in the 
fields! 
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Squatter sovereignly I — shall it exist or not, is the 
qoestJon which for half a centmy has perjdexed and 
demoralised Americaii BtatcBmandiipj and will do so 
tqtparently for some time to come. Calhoim is said 
to have been the first to nse the term ' squatta 
sorereignty ' in joke, though no joke has it proved to 
congress ; hut Cass is allied to have had the h^h 
merit of giving it a place in serions parliamentuy 
nomenclature, and so conferring upon it an air of 
. official respectability. We do not absohitel}' ple%e 
ourselves as to the authorship of either of these 
distinguished statesmen; nor does it much matter. 
Squatter sovereign^ is no new thing. We have 
referred to it agidn and again as the alleged right of 
the inhabitants of the newly oi^anised territories of 
the Union to make choice of their own institntionB. 
How that choice is for the most part a foregone 
conclusion, as r^ards slavery, is already explained. 
An early rush of planters with their slaves usually 
settles the business, before the more slow-movii^ and 
freedom-loving emigrants enter on the scene. Yet, 
the fiction is atUl contended for in congress, that the 
inhabitants are entitled to exercise predsely the same 
right of assuming or rqecting staveiy as are the 
citizens of any of the constituted states. 

People who do not keep quite abreast of great 
social questions, probably imagine that the contest 
about slavery in the United States refers to emanci- 
pation or non-emancipation. £xcept by the incon- 
siderable party of abolitjonists, the straggle has not 
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got witlim 'a loi^ clialk' of this ultiiiiatam. The 
past and present subject of debate, is what is to be 
done -with the territories, which are from time to 
time absorbed into the Union. Ihe South, whicli has 
the knack of carrying statesmea and pretddenta along 
witii it — no matter where these peraonages are 'raised' 
— ai^es strongly in iaronr of squatter eovereignty; 
&a the good reason, that it can fabricate pro-Blaveiy 
squatters to any desired amount. The North, on the 
other hand, which talks heroicallj aboat fire^om in 
its Faneuil Halls, its Tabernacles, and what not, and 
is dear that at least aU territories on the northern 
side of ZG' 30* e^oold be finr ever free firom slavery, 
cuts a poor figure when it comes to voting. In plain 
terms, it allows itself to be mystified— sends, among 
a few brilliuit exceptions, so many self-interested 
persons to congress, that all 'who are not identified 
with cotton or demooDcy are naturally disgusted ' *— 
sod thns, to end the matter, the South gets pretty 
nearly always its own way. 

Ever since the battle of the territories began, nearly 
forty years ago, there has been a continual reckoning 
f£ gains and losses between South and North. On 
our conscience, we believe that the qnestion of slavery 
has never, as a gener^ role, been seriously entertained 
by the great northern orators in congress. The thing 
which was really fought for— as, for example, in the 
magnificent speeches of Webster — was political power. 
If the South, with the peculiar enei^ it has usually 
emj^oyed, were to secure a disprc^rtionately laxga 
number of states, the North woidd relatively sink in 
its member-creating capacity; and losing in members, 
it would lose in chances of place as well as of the 
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many good things whidi ianie firom the federal: 
treunry. Unlen one is pretty -well ' posted up * in 
tbe hiitOTy of these party mtnceuTreSj he can hardly 
comprehend the actual merits of the Bqnatter 
sovereignty discuaeioiu. 

Slavery, onoe simply a social and seemingly 
temporary evil, has, through the course of events, of 
which we have presented a summary, hecome a grsat 
political institute, irithin which is intrenched an 
oligarchy that holds the balance of power, and is, 
in effect, t?te goremment. Usdonbtedly, the primary 
cause of this preponderance is the constitntion c^ the 
United States, which is eminently conservative of 
slavery, and, as osoally interpreted, has afforded 
reasons for greatly extending this odioas institution. 
In that constitutional arrangement alone, whereby 
slaves form an element in apportaoning the ratio 
of representative population, a ground waa laid 
for tbe p(^ticBl aggrandisement of the South. As 
formerly stated, three-fifths of all the slaves in the 
United States are unmbered in the constitnency for 
the HouBe of Bepresentativea, though not one of 
them has a vote. Three out of every five sUvea in 
tbe South, are thus equivalent to three freemen in 
tbe North; and practically, by this singular metiiod 
of making up a coostitaency, the Soutb is able to 
send upwards of twenty monbeis to the House of 
Bepresentatives beyond what it ought properly to be 
entitled to do. 

It is worthy of remark, however, that, notwitii- 
etanding this remarkable advantage, the South is not 
able to keep pace with northern constituencies. By 
the last decennial censoa, on which the present repre- 
sentation is based, while the free states contribute 145 
members, the alave states return no more than 90. 
How, then, being in such a min(mty, is the South able 
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to exert bo extraordiDai? an mflaenoe in the national 
l^jislattue ? The ej^planaticHi involvee Bome strange 
diadoenres. In tbe fint place, the Sontii nuilbniily 
acta with an e^nrit du corpa totally wanting in the 
North. The constituency of the slave states is, in 
point of fact, narrowed to about 360,000 slaTe-ownen, 
in whom power is entirely reposed; the snrpliis of 
Bonthem white populatiDn bdng little better than a 
nonentity, A body bo limited acts with a vigom and 
unity not to be attained by the many millionB of 
nor^em &eemen. Thronghont the South, free labour 
is dishonoorable, »nit the bunness of hfe is poUdca : 
the nniTenal consideration is tiie sttunment and 
retentJon of power. Tbe North, on tbe contraiy, is 
a hive of industry, in which there is little time to 
devote to political stratagems, and unfortunately the 
people, generally, are so much under the dominion 
of material interests, ea weU as prqndices respecting 
colour, as to be easily misled by deceptive party 
representations. 

Accustomed as we are to assccnate slavery and ita 
multiiimous horrors with the doings of the South, 
one is apt to n^ect the important truth, that but 
for the selfish compromises of tiie Ntn:^ slavery must 
long once have bem extinct. No &ct has been more 
condonvely proved than that tbe existence of this 
monster evil depends on territorial aggression. Seclude 
it within a certain circle, and it will inevitably perish. 
Slavery ia synonymous with toaste. It is a waste of 
human beings, a waste of means, a waste of land, a 
waste of moral feeling— everything deteritffates in 
connection with it. As an institutioD, it has drawn 
its vitality from tbe rich lands lying beyond the 
borders of the Old Dominion. The most strikii^ 
evidence of its ruinous efiects on land, as wdl 
as morals, is given by Mr Olmsted in his two 
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c)i(ipaflncniate]j' vritten irorks on &e aime states. la 
tiie Litest of these jffoductioiia, A Journey throvgk 
TextUj he speaks of that frequent and melancholy 
spectacle in the older slave states --' an abandoned 
jdantation of "wom-ont" fields, with its little village 
of dwellings, nov a home only for irolTes and vnltores.' 
'This,' he adds, 'but indicates a large class of observ- 
stionSj by which I hold myself justified in asserting 
tiiat the natural elements of wealth in the soil of Texas 
will have been more exhausted in ten years, and with 
them the rewards offered by Providence to labour 
-win have been more lessened tiiau, without slavery, 
would have been the case in two hundred. Do not 
tiunk that I use round numbers carelessly. Alter 
two hundred yesra' occupation of similar Ka\s by 
a free labouring commnuity, I have seen no such 
evidences c^ waste, as in Texas, after ten years of 
slavery. And indicationa of the same kind I have , 
observed, not isolated, but general, in every slave 
state but two — which I have seen only in parts yet 
scarcely at all settled. M<u«over, I have seen sim^ar 
phenomena following slavery in other countries luid 
other climates.' 

The effects of this wasfeftibieea of land, are of 
national concern. Present existence is secured by 
drawing on fiitnre resources. To after generations, 
bread, meat, cotton, and other articles will all be 
enhanced in cost by the jtresent ^stem of territorial 
exhaustion. ' I contdder,' adds this writer, ' that 
slavery is no less disastions in ifas effects on industry 
' — no 1»8 destmctive to wealth. The laws and forces 
sustaining it, where it has beoEi long estabbshed, 
may become a temporary necessity, as poisons are 
to the life of some onfortunate invalids. But laws 
intended to extend its field of improvidence are 
unjust, cruel, and oppressiTe.' If ^ywy be ao 
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nnnoas, why gfaouM it be contiiiTied? It is tolerably 
evident that the buying of labourers, instead of hiring 
them, must be a most extravagant method of ctdti- 
Tstia^ lands. Olmsted shews bow capital is needlessly 
absorbed by investments in slaves, and that on thi^ 
accomit alone, the South deprives itself of vast means 
of improvement. But independently of the profits 
derived by Virginians in raising and selling slave-stock, 
there are polrerfiil reasons why slavery is maintained , 
and contended for. 

The first of these reasons is the inordinate love of 
power. Beared in the uncontrolled exercise of autho- 
rity, the atave-owner will submit to many inconvemenoea 
and even loss of profit, rather than tolerate what he 
considers the arrogance of an independent labourer. 
To ask a servant to do a thing instead of ordering him, 
is intolerable. The idea of hired labourers presuming 
to have rights, is repugnant to southern notions. Those 
who d^rade themselveB with labour, are bound to sub- 
mit to any kind of treatment. The reckless homicide 
of a waiter at Washington by a member of congress 
from Alabama, in the spring of 1856, was, for example, 
justified by sonthem newspapers, on the ground that 
it was proper to teach free labourers their place. An- 
other reason for sustainiug slavery, is the status which 
is derived from the possesrion of negro proper^. The 
owning of even one slave raises a person in southern 
society, although the possessor of this miserable piece 
of property is under the necesmty of hiring it out for 
his own subrastence. Addressing a sonthem man^ 
Olmsted ssys; 'It is feddonable with yon to own 
slaves, as it is with the English to own land, with 
the Arabs, horses ; and as beads and vermilion have 
a value among the Indians which seems to ns absOrd, 
BO, among you, has the power of commanding the 
service of daves. Consequently, you are wilting to 
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pay a price fiv it which, to on« not educated as yoa 
hare been, MeiAB afarardly high. Nor an yoa more 
likely to diapenie irith dares vhen yon hare it in 
your power to poasen them, than the Chineae with 
thcar fiudiioo of the qnene, Turka with their torbaD, 
or EngUahmen with their hats.' 

Wrong in prindple, and in all respects ineconomical, 
as compared with free labonr, slavery is on all hands 
admowledged to enat <nily hy frtmA and Tiolence, 
by diar^^aid of the rights of citizffliB, liy snppresa- 
ing freedom of diacoanon and freedom of election, 
by preventing general edncation, by interrupting and 
annoying conuneacce, by ezhsoating lands, dishonoorii^ 
industry, cheddng public improremeDto, degrading 
the national character, and, in short, by establiBhing 
an almost anirersal terrorism, unworthy of a free 
people. The dexterity with which these enarmities 
baa been sustained, is exceedingly marveUous. A few 
facts must be plainly stated. Practically a despotisni, 
the great slaTebolding interest, with fer-dghted poHcy, 
profesaes those extreme principlefi (^ democracy which 
are upheld by the lai^er proportion of nortihem 
catizena — much as if the high conservative body in 
England were, for party purposes, to declare for ex- 
treme radicaliam. Northern men, cm the other band, 
seek to conciliate the Sonth, for the sake of selfish 
interests. The doctrine that high protective duties are 
an easentiBl element of national prosperity, though long 
since exploded by pc^tical economists, is still carreut 
in the northern states of tiie Union. DonbUess, it is 
only through the efficacr^ of such protective duties as 
80 per cent., that certain northern manufacturers 
can keep open their establisbments ; and we may 
asrame that if these restrictions were removed, much 
misdirected capital would Sow into more natural 
channels, and produce results more advantageous to 
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sJl parses. Nortlieni manufactnien, howerer, being 
tbe mimediate gamers by so prepoaterona a ^Btem of 
protection, ding as closely to the privilege of taxing 
the commmuty as ever did the landowners of Oieat 
Britain by their leetcietions on tlie free import of food. 
Such prepossessions could meet vitli no response in 
the South, but for the neeeaaity of buying puty sup- 
port. All the cloUiing, shoes, hats, and other articles 
reqniied on sontfaem plantations, are imported ooast- 
vrise fimn northern manu&cturers ; so that, in reality, 
the Soath taxes itself in an enonnoos sum annnaDy, in 
purchasing dear northern goods, ' Up to the present 
moment,' says an American miter, ' the North has been 
a commercial and equal partner witii the South in all 
the material values or peconiary results produced by 
slavery. In the first place, the great soothem staples, 
cotton, tobacco, and rice, with their vast raluatiOD, 
constituting virtually the commercial cunency between 
America and Europe, have mostly passed through the 
hands of northern merchants and factors, eiiriching 
them with locrative pn^ts. Then, sLavery rendered 
the tonthem states dependent npon the North for all 
the manufactured articles they used ; horn parlour 
books to kitchen brooms; irom beaver-hats &r ttie 
master to the coarsest chip-hats foi the slave ; from 
penknives to ploughs. Nearly all the goods they 
used were ^ther manufactured or impt^ted for them 
by the Ncaih. Their teas, ooSeee, and other foreign 
productions either came to them through New York, 
Philadelphia, or Boston, or were brought to them 
direct from sciosb the sea in northern ships. The 
factories and diips of the eastern states and the fertile 
prairie lands of the west, teemed with the industrial 
activities which these important staples employed and 
rewarded. What three millions of slaves grew under 
the lash in the South, made a continuous and profitable 
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I fiir at leut twice that number of freemen in 
the Ncnth. The latter, by that ipeciea of compromise 
tot vhich it haa beeai diatingaished, grasped at the 
Hoq's ahsra of the diridoida of this commercial part- 
nenhip. It coveted to sell to the soothem states, 
&T more than it pnnliaBed from them. If tbejr would 
only consent to a high protectire tariff, which wonld 
gire their maik^ &r mano&ctnres exclnaivelf to the 
North, anti-alavery agitation in the free states shoold 
be put down and extingmahed. The moblnng of 
"abolition agitators" in Boston, New York, Phila- 
delphia, and other northern dtiea, waa a part of tins 
bnsiness transaction — a small instalment of the pnr- 
chase-price tii protection.'* The case then stands thos: 
the South pretends to be democratic, to gain northern 
votes ; and the North sells itself for public money. Or, 
to come to the subject in hand — ^the Sondi votes for 
Frotectum, and the Nortli in return votes for Slavery. 

Slavery, at least on its present footing, may tiiere- 
fon be said to exist, in some degree, on commercial 
protection. It is not to be supposed that the South is 
nnanimcnu in submitting to this thraldom to northern 
interests. At the risk of breaking up the rnntnal 
nnderstanding, aoothan orators and newspt^era have 
strongly advocated free-bade wHb Europe, and numer- 
' ous have been the projects to establish southern 
harbonrs, shilling, and commerce — all, of conne^ 
impracticable, on account of want of ca^tal as wefl 
as want of bnedneas calculations and habits. Did the 
South really find it safe to break vrith the North, it 
would, perhaps, with its legislative infioenoe find little 
difficulty in forcing free-trade measures; and from 
present appearances, acts of congress may take thia 
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It can admit of little doabt^ that as protectioa is 
rdaxed, bo will a material cement between Nortli and 
Sonth be dissolved — an erent bo &r &Toiirable to the 
intearests of freedom. But as long as the principleB of 
democracy are in tlie aBcendant, the anti-slaveiy part^ 
nill not have great cause to Te}<nce. According to tiie 
confcflsion of political faiUt, demonstrated in recent 
electicms, deanocracy edgnifies the vindication of squatter 
aorereignty, the bomidlesB extension of the Union, and 
eonsequently the illimitable addition of new slave 
states. Can such principles be carried out? Are 
ttkey not of a character witih all that has been tolerated 
since Uie acqnimtion of Iiouimana ? It is confidently 
expected that the rising and somewhat formidable 
c^tpositicm preseaited by the republican party, will 
interpose to prevent iiie forUier spread of slavery. 
But this, we fear, is only one of diose idle e^ecta- 
titms, with which ^ less so^iisticated part of the 
nation has been l<mg deceitfully amused. The Sonth 
has many methods of disanniiig opposition. It can 
tbzeaten dissoliition of the Union, and that few can 
endure; for devotion to the Union is a predomiDaut 
sentiment with a]mc»t every American. By its vigorous 
action, the South can retain poBsession of power, and 
so efiectually iwamp the XDajority of free-state votes 
in ctmgress by dispensation of jjace, that it laughs 
to scorn the still tmpopnlar efibrts of disunionists 
and abolitioDists. 

Referring to the diasge of sentiment <m ike subject 
of slavery in the North, Mr Quiucy, whom we have 
already qnoted, shews bow, step by step, the principles 
of freedtxn have- sunk under party influences. Soon 
after the adoption of tite constitution, be says, 'a 
change of feeling began to spread in the free states, 
in which, from envy, jealousy, rivalry, ambition, and 
other paasiona, parties arose, of which the slaveholders 
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h«d (bB tact to avail tbcpiBflyea It ttsb 

tbe matnal interest vhieh resulted from Uie aUiance 
between tlavery snd iesBoeaej, that at first ■oftened, 
and in time duBged, in Maasadinaetta, Ae earlf, 
iohaent detestation of negro alarei7. lliis change 
did not extend beyond the denKwratio party. But 
after the l^Me i^ twenty or lliir^ years, another 
elMoent of dttnbuMa^ iufiuence was introdnoed. In 
the ooone oi then years, the pxifita arising from the' 
cultivation of cotton in the aouUieni states, changed 
the opinion of the rich pUnters ccnoeming the evil 
of slavei?, which at first began there to be considered 
as a good, and then subsequently as a chief good. A 
Hke change, oontemporaneoosly, came om the free 
states, in cratain localities, where cotton-spinning and 
cotton-weaving began to be a scarce of wealth, and 
conseqaently vS political power. This int^est acquired 
strei^h with time and pn^ieri^, and bq^n to be 
a predominating influence, about the period the Whig 
pwty was fimned, oonstitatiug in tmth the chief part 
of its cement. It was formed ont of the broken 
Tnn tf""]" of the old parties, which time and circnm- 
stances had dissolved, and was composed <rf recently 
fledged pdititnans, with a mixture of some dnnocrats 
and some fedexalists, who jwned the new party, not 
because ifei principles were to their mind, bnt because 
it was the b^ in the field. It took the name of Whigs, 
not from any affinity with thme of the Revolution, but 
because the name had a savour of liberty, uad tiius 
formed a convenient cover for thnee whose interests 
led to the si^port of slavery. Boston beeame one of 
the localities whefa the head-qnarters of the Whigs 
was eetablished, and of course became iikntified with 
the cottoQ-spinuing and cotton-weaving interests. 
Her^ therefore, the interests of the slavc^lder were 
espoused with zeal, under the guise of upholding Ae 
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eoBstitation of the United States, of vhicli the pro- 
Tukm for returning ronRWay slaves began to appear 
a most important feature.' 

And Bi^ hy general confesKon, the protracted and 
Beemiogly bigh-K>aled contest to check the progreoi 
of sLarery, has been only a di^niae tmder which 
to adrance the into-ests of party. We are, in &ct, 
to nndentend, that tmtU the present time, the grea^t 
thing held in view, is the power of retnming members 
to congresa to soit particular porposes, and that an 
objection to slavery has never attained the position of a 
BnbstantiTe qnestion — scarcely been ever anything eke 
than a convenient sham. On the seizure of Texas, 
uid afterwards oa the ontbreak of the war with 
Mexico — whenever fresh territory for slavery pnqMses 
was to be added to the Union — ^tiie Whigs blazed forth 
' Besolutions,' abont ' the duty of the free states not to 
submit.' But with the firing off of these wind-guns, 
'the clamour, the conrage, and patriotism of the 
Whigs oozed awayj' and on each occasion] when the 
spetnal object for noisy demonstration was one way 
or other set at rest — as has been recently exhibited 
in the case of Kansas — down sunk all ebullition of 
public, or more properly, party sentiment. Are the 
moderii republicans to be more sincere and trust- 
wcH^hy than the now 'fossilised' Whigs? We know 
not. Avowing a merely defensive poHcy, they have 
disclaimed any intention to interfere with southern 
institutions ; and looking at the past, we may be 
pardoned for not entertaining high expectations of 
what is to ensue should they get into power — an event 
in itself donbtfiil. Meanwhile, strong language is 
occasionally used hy ' free-soilers ' in and out of con- 
gress, denunciatory of slavebolders, and ve always 
seem to be cm the eve of something being done to put 
an end to slavery. Alas 1 after talking and achenung 
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£» the Iwt fifty yeftTB, Blaray is more Tigoroiu and 
lifelike ttian ever. Accordiog to the vell-koown ratio 
of incsreaae— aboat 150,000 per annum — &e present 
number of slaTea in the United States cannot be 
fewer than 4,100,000, shewingf an addition of 900,000 
■ince 1860. We think it may be safely averred that 
party maneenvring has had a &ir trial and been fbond 
wanting. SlaTery is to be abated neither by abase, 
iu>r by Belfioh political paitisanehip. The free states, 
if they feel inclined, may appoint repreaentatirea in 
eoogtem who conld Bhiver the prindple of squatter 
•orerdgnty to atoms, and conseqitently reduce Blavery 
to a sectional institution, prelinunarji to its extinction. 
How, in the i^gregate, they have tailed to do so, let 
late elections testify. 
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Ih the spring and Bununer of 1856, the ill^;al 
proceedings of the MisBouriaiiB in KimsaSj produced 
mneh resentment throughout- tiie free states — discns- 
Bjons on Uie Hol^ect heing, doabtlesa, aj^rav&ted with 
a covert reference to the approaching preEodential 
ejection. In congress, too, the struggle in Kansas 
produced a debate, whence arose an incident which 
takes a prominent place in the history of American 
slavery. We allade to that most dastardly and disgrace- 
ful assault on the person of Mr Sumner, which no 
provocation could justify. 

The Hon. Charles Sumner, for some years a member 
of senate from Massachusetts, and a lawyer by pro- 
fession, is at present one of the most accomplished 
scholars and orators in the United States — as a free> 
Boilra', an uncompromiMng enemy of slavery, and well 
known for his advocacy of all proper measures for 
social melioration. If we were asked to name a 
member of the supreme legi^tore, of whom .tiie 
American people had reason to be specially proud, 
we would unhesitatingly refer to Charles Sumner. 
Mild and gentlemanly in manners, he is the last 
person whom we could have supposed to be the victim 
of the unseeuily .outrage, of which we may give a brief 
account. On the 19th and 20th of May 1856, Mr 
Sumner delivered in his place in the senate at 
Washington, one of bis most effective harangues on 
the iniquities which had been perpetrated in Eanaas. 
CaUing on the legislature for redress, he began by 
describing the crime wbidi. had been promoted by 
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the Slave Power — an oligarchy exercisiag a thraMcHn 
which it waa hia inteatioa and duty to expose. He 
then proceeded : 

' Before entering npon the ai^oment, I must 
Bay something of a general character, partacnlaiiy 
in respcmse to what h&s &Uen from senators who 
have raised themaelyes to eminence on this floor in 
championship of hnman wnntga; I mean the senate 
from Sonth Carolina [A. P. Butler], and the senator 
from XUinoia [S. A. Donglas], who, though unlike as 
Don Quixote and Sancho Pania, yet^ like this cot^e, 
sally forth ti^ether in the same adventure. I r^ret 
much to miss the elder senator from his seat; hut 
the cause, against which he has run a tilt, with audi 
activity of aninumty, demands that the opportuni^ 
of exponng him should not be lost; and it is for iho 
cause that 1 spe^ The senator from Sonth Candina 
has read many books of chivahy, and believes himself 
a chivalrous knigfat, with sentiments, of honour and 
courage. Of course he has chosen a mistress, to whom 
he has made his tows, and who, though ugly to others, 
is always lovely to him; though polluted in the sight 
of the world, is chaste in his s^ht — I mean the harlot. 
Slavery. For her, his tongue is always profuse in 
words. Ijet her be impeached in character, <n: any 
proposition made to shut her out from the extension 
of her wantonness, and no extravagance of manner 
or hardihood of assertion is then too great for this 
senator. The frenzy of Don Quixote, in behalf oC 
Duhuuea del Toboso, is aU surpassed. The asserted 
rights of slavery, which shock equality of all kinds, 
are cloaked by a fontastic daim of equslity. If 
the slave states cannot enjoy what, in mockay of the 
great &thers of the republic, he misnamea equality 
under the constitution — in other words, the fhU 
power in the nalioual territories to compd fellow- 
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laea to imjMdd tcnl, to separate husband and vife, 
and to edl little children at the auction-block' — flien, 
sir, the chivalric senator will conduct the state of 
South Carolina out of the Union! Hennc knight! 
Exalted senator ! A second Moaes come for a second 
exodis! 

'But not content with this poor menace, vhich we 
luive been twice told was " measured/' the senaha-, in 
the unrestruned ddTsby of his natore, has undertaken 
to apply opprobrious words to those who differ from 
him on this floor. He ca&s them "sectional and 
fanatical;" aud opporation to the usnipiUion in Kansas, 
he denounce* as "an uncalculating faoaticiBm." To 
be sure, these charges lack all grace of originality, 
and all sentiment of truth; but the adventurous 
senator does not hesitate. He is the uncomprominng, 
imbhishing representBtive on this floor of a flagrant 
aeetkmaham, which now domiueera over the republic; 
and yet with a ludicrous ignorance of his own position 
—-unable to see himself as others see him — or with 
an eflronteiy which even his white head ought not to 
protect from rebuke, he apphes to those here who resist 
his tectionatitm the very epithet which designates 
Inmself. The men who strive to bring back the 
government to its original policy, when freedom and 
not slavdry was nation^, while slavery and not freedom 
Waa sectional, he arraigns as gectional. This will not 
do. It involves too great a perversion of terms. I 
tell that senator, that it is to himself, and to the 
" organisation " of which he is the " committed 
advocate," that this epithet belongs. I now festen it 
upon them. ' For myself, I care little for names ; bat 
since die question has been raised here, I affirm that 
the republican party of the Union is in no just sense 
Sectional, but, more than any other parfy, national; 
and that it now goes forth to dislodge from the high 
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place* of die gorflmmetit, the ^rannicAl ^ectiraeJism of 
wlocfa the senator from Soath Carolina ia one of IJie 
maddest EeBk>ta. 

'To the enlarge of fnu^oBm I also leflj: Sir, 
fiauticinn is finuid in an eatliaBiiivm ; or exag^jeratkin 
of opmiona, paiticiilarly on idigions subjects; hA 
there may be a ftnatieum for evil u ireU aft fw good. 
Nov, I will not denj that there are posona anxnig 
OB loTing Uber^ too well for their perscmal good, in a 
selfish genehition. Such tiicre may be, and, for ^te 
aake of their example, woold diat , there were mc»e I 
In calling them " fimatics," 700 cast contnmely upon 
the noble anny of martyrB, from Qk eartieat day down 
to this hour ; npon the great tribime& of haman rights, 
by whom Uf^, liberty, and happiness, on earth, have 
been ' aecnred ; npon the long, line of devoted patriots, 
who, throughout history, have truly loved their 
conntiy; and, npon all, who, in noble aapiralaona jbr 
the general good, and in forgetfolness of sdf, have 
stood oat before their age, and gathered into their 
generous bosoms the dtafts of ^xamiy and wroi^ in 
order to make a pathway for truth. Yon discredit 
Lather, when alone he nailed his articles to the door c^ 
the church at Wittenberg, and then, to the imperial 
demand that be should retract, firmly replied : " Here 
I stand ; I cannot do otherwise, so help me Qod ! " 
You dista^dit Hampden, when alone he refused to pay 
the few shillings of ship-mone^, and shook the throne 
of Charles t. } you discredit Milton, when, amidst the 
corruptionB of a heartless court, he lived on, &iB lofty 
fiiend of liberty, above qnestaou of suspicion; yon 
discredit fiossell and Sidney, when, for the sake of 
their conntry, they calmly turned irom family and 
fiiends, to trrad the narrow eteps of the sci^ld ; yon 
discredit those early founders of American iustitutionB, 
who preferred the hardships of a wilderness, surrounded 
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hj a Banige foe,, to injustice w beda of ease ; you 
discredit our later &thai, vho, fer in nnmbera and 
-weak in resoTurces, yet stroi^; ia their cause, did not 
Jieaitate to br&ve the might? pover ot En^and, alieady 
endrdii^ the globe irith hex manojig dnun-beats. 
Yes, sir, ct such are the faiutics a( lostoryj accrarding 
to the senatw. But I tell that senator, that there are 
(^utracten badly nniiient, of whose fanattciam there can 
be no question. Such were the ancient ^jptiani^ who 
worBli^ped dinnities in brnti)^ forms; tine Druids, 
who dai^eoed the fweats of oak, in whic^ diey lived, 
hj aacrifioea of blood ; the Meocans, vho surrendered 
conntlesB victims to the propitiation of their obscene 
idds; the Spaniards, vbo, nxtder Alra, sooght to force 
the Inquisition upon HiJland, by a l^ranny kindred to 
that now employed to force slavery npon KauHaa; and 
rach were the Algerines, wh«i in scdemn condave, after 
listening to a speech not unlike that of the sesiator 
ttora Sooth Carolina, they resolved to contiuoe the 
davery of white Christians, and to ^tend it to the 
oountrymoi of Washington I Ay, sir, extend it 1 And 
in this same dreary catali^ue faithfiil history must 
record all who now, in an enlightened age, and- in a land 
of boasted &eedcna. Stand np, is pervexsifxi of the 
constitntion, and in denial of immortal buth, to betea 
a new shackle upon their fellow>man. If the senator 
wishes to see fenatios, let him lods. round among his 
own associates ; let him kx^ at himself. 

'Bat I have not done with the seaiator, There is 
aaother mattes regarded by him of such consequence, 
that be interpolated it into die speech of the senator 
from New Hampehiie [J. P. Hale], and tdso announced 
that he bad prepared himadf with it, to take in his 
pocket all the way to Boston, when he expected to 
address the peoj^ of that community. On this account, 
and &a tbe salw of truth, I stt^ ix one moment, and 
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tre»d U to tha eartli. The North, aooonliiig to the 
•enotoK, ms engaged in the BUre-tnide, and hdped to 
introdoce slaves into the BonAem statea; and thn 
undeniable £mA he pnipoeed to estahliah hy Btatiatica, 
in stating which his errors sorpassed his sentemcxa in 
unmheor. But I let these pass for the preaent, that I 
mey deal with hia at^nmcsit. Fnj, sir, is the acknor- 
ledged turpitude of a departed generation to beeame 
on «»M"pl« lor us? And yet the snggestaon of the 
senator, if entitled to any consideiation in this 
discoBsion, must have this extent. I join my friend 
from New Hampshire in thanhing the senator from 
South Candina for addndng this instance ; for it gires 
me an oppcBtanity to say, that the ncalhem merchants, 
with homes in Boston, Bristol, Newport^ New Ycdc, 
and Philadelphia, who catered for slaveiy dimng the 
years of the slave-trade, are the lineal progemtora of 
the norUkem mca, with houee in tiieee places, vho knd 
themselvea to slavcsy in our day; and especially that 
all, whethn north or south, who take part, directly or 
indirectly, in the conspiracy against Kansas, do bnt 
ccmtintie the work of the slave-tntders, wHch you 
condemn. It is true, too true, alsa ! that our &thers 
were engaged in this traffic ; bat that is uo tipology for 
it. And in repelling the authority of tikis example, I 
repel also the trite argnment founded cm the earlier 
example of England. It is tme that our mother- 
country, at the peace of Utrecht, extorted from Spain 
the Aasiento C<Mitraet, Hecnring the monopoly of the 
slave-trade with ibe Spanish colmies, as the whole price 
of all die blood of great victories; that she hi^^led 
at Aix-laXhsftelle for another lease of this exdnsiTe 
traflio; and again, at the txeaty of Madrid, dung to 
the wretched jnracy. It is bne, that in this spirit the 
yoiter of the mother-country was imwtaeuted to tite 
same base ends in her American eohmies, against 
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indignant jooteats from our fathers. All these thingt 
now rise ap in judgment ^jainst her. Let us not 
fiillov the senatox &om South Carolma to do the 
very enl to-day, which in. another generation we 
oondemn.' 

Next, T^erring to Mr Doi^^aa, wnator firom Illinois, 
he proceeded : ' Standing on this floor, the senator 
isMwd faia rescript, reqwiing anlmiiaflion to the 
usurped power of Kansas ; and this was accompanied 
1^ a manner — aU his own — such as befits tke 
tyrannical threat Very well. Let the senator try, 
I t^ him now that he cannot enforce any such 
sabmission. The senatw, with the slare-power at bis 
back, is stroi^, but he is not strong enongh for this 
purpose. He is bold. He shrinks from nothing. Like 
Santon, he may Cfy, " L'tatdaee I I'audace ! toufowrs 
Vatidacel" but eren his audacity cannot compass this 
work. The senator eapisa the British officer, who, with 
boastful swagga, said that witli the hilt of his sword 
be would cram the " stamps " down the throats of the 
American pet^e; and he wiU meet a MUtilar fiulure. 
He may conmUe this country with civil ftud. Lite 
the ancient madman, he may set fixe to tins temple of 
constitational liberty, grander than Ephesian dome; 
bat he cannot enforce obedience to that tynumical 
nsurpatiou. 

' The senator dreams that he can subdue the N(Hih. 
He /liflftima the open threat, bat his conduct still 
imjdies it. How little that senator knows himself, 
or the rtrengtb oi the cause which he persecutes ! 
He is bat a mortal mas ; against him is an immortal 
priaeiple. Widi finite power, he wrestles with the 
infinite, and he must &IL Against him are stronger 
battalifltia than any marshalled by mortal arm — the 
inborn, ineradicable, invincible sentiments of the 
human heart ; agiunst him is natare in all her sobtile 
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fytem; agunst him u Ood. J>t him try to subdue 
theae.' 

Wo need not follow Mr Suranei thioOgli his 
ko g t he ned ■peedt, fix the nacmtiTe cS Uie strnggle 
ia KaoMB, which formed ita main feature, haa been 
alnadf ^mrated in these pages. In cooiclnding, he 
adnonitoEily ^i^iealed to the aenae of Justice of the 
people. "She contest which, beginning in Kansas, 
has leached us, will toon be tnmi^erred fcom congresa 
to a broader stage, where every citizen will be sot 
€aiy qteetator, bat actor; and to their judgment I 
conGdnt% appeal. To the people, now on the eve 
of exenssing the electoral franchise^ in choosing a 
dief nagisteate of the repablic, I appeal, to viodicate 
the electraial franchise in Kansas. Let the ballot-box 
ot the Union, with maltitudinooB might, [oxitect the 
baBot-box in that t^ritorjr. liet the voters everywhete, 
wUle racing in their own rights, hdp to guard the 
equal rights of distant Cedlow-dtizens ; that the shrines 
of popnlar institnticHis, now desecrated, may be sancti- 
fied anewj that the baUot-box, now laundered, may be 
restored ; and that the cry, " I am an American citizen/' 
may not be sent forth in vun against outrage of erery 
kinid. In just regard for firee labonr in that toritozy, 
which it is Bought to blast by nnwdcome association 
with slave labomr; in Cbriatdan sympathy with the 
slave, whom it ia proposed to task and to sell there ; 
in stem condemnation of the crime which has been 
consummated on that beantifiil soilj in rescoe of 
feUow-citizens, now subjugated to a tyrannical usurpa- 
tion; in dutiM respect for the early fathers, whose 
aspirations are now ignobly thwarted; in the name 
of the constitution, which has been outraged — of the 
laws trampled down — of justice banished — of humimity 
degrade^--of peace destroyed — of freedom crushed to 
earUij and, in the name of the Heavenly Father, 
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whose Bervice is perfect freedom, I make ^li* lait 
appeaL' 

Candidly coiundered, there were some pasragcs 
in this speech neither in the best taste, nor in 
accordance with English noticms of parliameataiy 
licence ; bnt there was nothing oat of the nsaal roatine 
of congressional harangnes .aa occasions (tf parfy 
difTerence ; and we bare to remember that 'ib Snmner 
spoke under a deep sease of the grierDDs wrongs com- 
tnitted in Kansas, through the agency of the party 
of which Mr Batler and Mr Doi^laa were, in a sense, 
the leaders. Whatever may he thought o{ Mr Sumner's 
harai^ne, nothing could justify the team, of reprisal, 
a hare allosion to whildt shocks every scaimtive 
feeEi^. 

Mr Sumner's, speech enraged the extreme southern 
party in congress ; and as is now sliced, the Hon. 
Preston S. Brooks,* member of the Hoose of Repre- 
sentstives, &om South Cuolina, was i^rpointed to commit 
an assault on Mr Somner, under the name of a 
chastisement for his allunons to Mr Butler, who was 
at the tame absent. Wheiher Brooks so acted from 
the incitement of his friends or only from his own will, 
is indifTerent. On the 22d of May, the senate adjourned 
at an eaily hour, in consequence . of the death of a 
member; but after the adjonmment, as is not unusual 
with senators, Mr Snmner 'remained at his ded 
writing. There were also present Mr Crittenden, of 
Kentucky, and several other senators, who had not 
left the diamber, some of Uie subordinate officers, and 
a number of other persons. "While Mr Sumner was 
seated writing, Mr Brooks, accompanied by Mr Keitt, 
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fiom &e ume state, entered, and ftrthwitli Brooks' 
-with « cane Btmck Mr Sanum a severe blov over 
the head. Hr Samner eprang from hts seat, bnt 
■tigered under the e^ct of tiw blow, reeling abont 
and Mling partially orer the deak. Notwitlietanding 
hia holpleM condition, Brodu repeated his Vtotn iridi 
great force and rapidity. Mr Snnmer, i^o lay on 
the floor in a state of partial etapor, was raised 1^ his 
friends, and carried into the outer apartment, where 
medical Berrice was promptty procured. No cue of 
the many persons about, interfered to <jieck the 
outrage, the explanation of this somewhat strange 
circnmatance bdng that the attack was snddoa and 



Such is the substance of the reports ^veu of this 
horrihle a&ir in tiie New Yoi^ and Boston newspapers. 
The following is the statement of Mr Sumner : 

' I attended the senate as usual on Thursday, the 
32d of May. Ait» some formal business, a message 
was received from the House of BcpresraitatiTes, 
annomuaug the death of a member of that body from 
Missoari. This was followed by a brief tribute to the 
deceased from Mr Geyer, of Missonri, when, according 
to usage and out o€ respect to the deceased, tjie senate 
ac^ODmed at once. Imibead of leaving the senate- 
chamber with the rest ^ the senators, on the adjourn- 
ment, I continoed in my scat, occupied with my pen, 
and whSe thus intent, in order to be in season for the 
mail, which waa socm to dose, I was approached by 
eereral persons who desired to converse with me, bat I 
BBBwered them pmaptly and hriefiy, excusing myself 
ibr the reason that I was much engaged. When tiie 
last of these persons left me, I drew my arm-chur close 
to my desk, and with my legs under the desk continued 
writii^. My attention at this time was so entirely 
drawn from all other sul^ects that, thoogh there most 
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have been many persons in tlie aenatey I uw Bobody. 
WMle tbns intent, with my head bent over my initin^, 
I vas addiBMed by a person who ^proached iba bant 
of my desk; I was so entirely abMcbed that I was 
not aware of his presence until I heard my name 
pronoonced. As I looked up with pea in hand, I saw 
a tall man, whoaa oonntenance was not &miliar, 
nbmiliTig directly over mey and at the same monuHtt 
cangbt tiiese words : " I have read your speech twice 
over caie&lly; it ia a hbel on Sonth Carolina, and 
Mr Butler, who is a relative of min&" While these 
WOTda were still passing from his lips, he commenoed 
a Buccession of blows with a heavy cane on my bare 
headj by the first of which I was stunned so as to 
lose my agbi. I saw no longer my assailant, ncn* 
any otlwr person or otgect in the room. What I did 
afterward was done almost unconscioiisly, acting under 
the instincts of self-defence. WiUi head already bent 
down, I rose from niy seat — ^wrenching xtp mj desk, 
which was . screwed to the Boot — and then pressing 
forward, while my MMilaT^t continued hia Uowa. I 
had no other amscionsneis nnti] I foimd mysdf ten 
feet forward in front of my deak, lying on ^e Soot 
of the senate, widi my bleeding head st^iported on 
the knee of a gentleman whom I soon recognised by 
voice and manner as Mr Morgan, of New York. Other 
persona there were about me offering me friendly 
assistance, but I did not recognise any of them. 
Others there were at a distance, looking <m and offering 
no assistance of whom I recognised only Mr Donglaa, 
of niinoia, Mr Tocnnba, of Geo^ia, and I thought also 
my assailant standing between them. I was helped 
from the floor and conducted into the lobby of the 
senate, where I was placed upon a sofa. Of those who 
helped me hers, I have no reooUectkiii. As I entoed 
iba lobby, I recognised Mr Sjliddl, of Louisiana, who 
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ntrntsd, bat I ncogniwd no one eLw until I felt a 
frimdlj gnsp of thu hand, whidi Beemed to come from 
Mr Caoqibdl, of Ohio. I have a TBgne inipre«Bioa that 
Mr Bri^l^ |n«8ident of the teaaie, spoke to me while 
I WM on the floor of the Koate or in the hihby. I 
make thta Btatemoit in ansirer to the interrogatory 
of ibe committee, and oBex it m presenting ownpletely 
all my reeoUections of the ssaanlt and of the attending 
drcnmatancea, whether immediately before or imme- 
diately after. I denre to add, litat beside the words 
which I have giren as attered by my assailant, I have 
an indistinct zeoolledion of the words "old man;" 
but these are so enveloped in the mist which ensued 
traea the first blow, that I am not sure idiether they 
were uttered or not.' 

Mr Samner's recorery was dow and donbtfiil, n^ 
till the |«esent time, he has not been aUe to lesoma 
his senatorial duties. His ^peal for legal redress wak 
so pooriy answcared — damages being awarded to Hm 
amoont of only 800 dollan — that &ith in poUie 
justice, we rilionld think, mnst be consideialdy shaken. 
The most extrao rdinary cirenmstance connected ■mih 
the outrage, was the approval of finxdts^s proceediogs 
in the sonthem states. We may gather general 
o^nion from the following tirade in the RtcAaund 
Inquirer, of June 12 : 

'In the main, the ]Hess of the Sooth aqiplaad 
the conduct of Mr Brooks, without condition or 
limitation. Our iqqirobation, at least, is entire and 
unreserved. We consider the act good in conception, 
better in execution, and best of all in oonseqnence. 
The vulgar abolitionistB in the sratate are getting 
above themselves. "Sbey have been humoured unt3 
they foi^et their positiiHi. They have grown saucy, 
and dare to be impudent to gentlemen I Now, they 
are a low, mean, scurvy set, with scnne littie boc&- 
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learning, but «s ntteily dertsd of quit or honour ss 
a pack of cstb. Intrendicd beiiiiid " privflege/' thej 
&ncy they can aland^ &e South, and insolt its 
z^Hreeentatives with imponify. The tru& is, they 
have, been in&red to nm too iaag irithoiit coUars. 
They moat be laahed into sobmiMnon. Sunnex, in 
particular, on^^i to have nine-aod-thirty eurly every 
mormng. He is a great strapp in g feUow, and could 
staad the eowfaide beaolafally. Biooks frightened 
1dm, and at the first blow of the cane, he bellowed 
like a btdl-calfr In the abseoca of an adequate lav, 
Knothtm gentkmea must protect ibeae own honour 
and ieelingB. It is an idle mockery to diallenge oa« 
of these BcuUkuu. It is equally oseleai to attonpt 
to disgrace them. They are insensilde to ahamc, and 
can be brovght to reason only by an applicstion of 
cowhide or gotts-pereha. Let than once imdcxstand 
that Sa every vile word spoken gainst the Sonth, th^ 
will sTLflfer so many stripes, and they will soon learo 
to behave themselves like decent dogs — they can never 
be gentlemeii. Mr Brooks baa initiated this salutary 
discipline, and he d«servea applause &a the bold, 
judicious manner in which he chastised the scamp 
Sumner. It was a proper act, done at the proper 
time, and in the proper place. 

'Of all places on earth, the senate-chamber, the 
theatre of his vituperative exploits, waa die very e^t 
where Sumner should have been made to sofiiBr £» 
his violation of the decencies of decorous debate, and 
for his iMmtal denuuciation oi a venerable Btatemaaa. 
It w«s literally and entirely pn^ier tiiat he should be 
•tricky down and beaten just beside the desk against 
which he lesoed as he ftdminated hia filtiiy utterances 
throogh the ciqpitol. It is idle to talk of the ssnotity 
of the senate>cliamber, ranee it is ptdluted by ^ 
presence of such fellows as 'Wilson, rad Snionerj and 
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Wade. They have desecrated it, and cannot nor fly 
to it aa to a aanctnaiy from ihe lash of vengeance. 
We trust other gentlemen will follow the example 
of Mr Brooks, Qai so . a curb may he imposed vipoa 
the truculence and andadty of abolition speakers. If 
need be, let us have a caning or cowhiding every day. 
If the worst come to the -wani, so moch the aocmer, 
so much the better.' 

The oTatdons to Brooks in South Carolina— the 
approval of hia conduct at public meetinga — the 
presenting him with d^«atly mounted canes, and so 
JOTth, are vividly in the recollection of every reader. 
No erfmt, take it from first to last, has been so 
derc^tory to the American character in £vn>pe; 
although, of conrse, it is allowed that blame ahould 
rest, where it has been indignantly put by the nnaoi- 
mous voice of the people of Massachusetta. We may 
know what that voice was, as well as leazn a few 
useful particulars as to the relationabip of North and 
Sooth, irom a speech delivered at Cambridge, near 
Boston, by Mr Eichard Dana, junior, author of the 
popular work. Two Years Befme the Matt. The 
following are the principal passages : 

' The last census has demonstrated what many have 
declared, but few have believed, that under the form 
of a republic, this country is now, and haa long been^ 
governed by an oligarchy. In the free states tiiere 
are now about 17,000,000 free inhabitantB and no 
slaveB. In the slave states there are 4,000,000 aLares, 
owned by 350,000 owners. These 350,000 owners of 
slaves own the valuable land and Uie labourers, and 
monopolise the government of Uie slave states. The 
non-alavelioldiiig free population is of little account. 
This fmms the privileged clasa, the oligarchy. It is ncM; 
for the purpose of making them odious that I nse this 
name. It is the tnUy proper designation. Indoding 
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the fiimilies of the owners, there may be 2,000,000 
persons in the dominant class or order. 

'This oligarchy has governed ihe whole coimtryj 
and gorems it now with a sway of increaaing demands 
and exactions. Of seventeen presidential elections, 
natives of slave statra have carried thirteen, and natives 
of firee states four. Of the life of our government, 
fbrty-nine years have been passed nnder slaveholding 
chief magistrates, and eighteen onder non-slaveholders. 
They have always had a majority of the judges of the 
Bupreme conrt of the United States. The poptdation, 
ihe arts, the sciences, commerce, inventions, copyrights, 
manu&ctares, all are with the &ee states, ifet the 
riave states bold, and have always held the judiciary. 
^ey almost monopolised the army and navy when 
appointments were open. At this moment, tbongh 
there are sixteen free states, and fifteen slave states, 
a majori^ of the senate are slaveholders. To make 
a long story short, there has never been a question 
between the alave power and the free power, on the 
floor of congress, in which the slave power has not 
triumphed. 

'I vrill not go over the recital of the successive 
d^eats of freedom and aggresnons of davery. The 
sabjugation of Kansas is the latest trinmph. The 
snbjngation of free speech is its object now. At first, 
yon recollect, no man can have fbi^otten, the right 
of petition was denied. For that John Quincy Adams 
poiHed all a public man has to peril, and life itself. 
Nest, throngh resolves of congress and platforms of 
both the great parties, they tried again to suppress 
free speech. Now, they chastise it by violence, iu the 
very sanctuary of its refuge. No man has received 
a national nomination that is not acceptable to them. 
No man can be confirmed in a national ofiSce, fivm 
Secretary of State or minister at St James's to the 
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humbleBt postmaater, Ihat is not satisfactory to them. 
Mi Everetf b afipomtment at St James's hang in 
suspense becanse be was suspected of Imving ottered, 
somewhere, a sootiment hostile to slavery and its 
interests. The country is one vast Dionyraos's ear. 
Every whisper in the closet is transmitted and punished, 
Befinre parting to-night, let me ask any doahting 
friend, if there be one here, what provocation xaogc 
he proposes to wait for ? They have added dave 
states by a eot^t d'itat ; will yon wait until they have 
added Cuba or CeBtral America? They have tried 
to ixce slavray on Kansas ; will you wait until they 
have succeeded? Tbey have violated one solemn 
compact; how many more must they violate, befiae 
you will assert your right ? They have strock down 
a senator in' his place. Some of their presses have 
designated the next victim; will yoa wait until he 
has&Uen?' 

The assault by Mr Brooks did not escape reproof in 
the Hooae of B«presentativea He rengned, and waa 
re-elected. Although his conduct so tax met with ibe 
approval of his constituents, although fSted and lauded. 
Brooks was probably consdons that an indelible stain 
would rest on his reputation. At Washington, in the 
early part of the session 1856-7, he is said to have 
encountered cold looks from former acquaintances. 
His fate was remarkable. He was suddenly smed 
witli an inflammation of the throat, resulting in croup. 
By this fatal disease, his lifis was abruptly and punitilly 
terminated, January 27, 1857 — an event which, friHo 
all the associated circumstances, could hardly &il to 
send a chill through that department of sonthera 
society which had indiscreetly applauded his outrage. 
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The condition of slares in tibe United States has been 
so Inminonsly described in the recent works of Mrs 
Btowe and others, th&t further explanations do not 
seem to be necessary. It is now pretty well known, 
HaX, hj the laws of the southern states, a slave, what- 
ever be his eotoor, belongs as a piece of movable 
property to his master, who may sell him, put him 
to any kind of labour he deems advisable, appropriate 
his eaniings, and feed, clothe, and retain him in an 
abject serritode taU the end of his days Like one of 
the lower Knimats, a slave is a 'chattel personal,' a 
thing without rights ; his duty being unqualified sub- 
' auMdoi to tiie wiU of his proprietor. To carry out 
the comparison with the lower animals, the slave cannot 
legally marry. He may indeed go through the cere- 
monial of marriage, but the tie is altogether invalid. 
As regards progeny, the law is, that children follow the 
condition of lie mother; children bora in slavery, 
therefore, are the property of the owner. A slave 
can raise no suit at law on claim of damage or assault. 
If injured' by a third party, his master may alone sue 
for damages, in the same manner as if he complained 
of an injury done to his horse. The master may 
pomsh his ^ve without mercy; whip, cudgel, l»%nd, 
and torture him as he thinks fit. Thoi^h owners may 
not lawfully and wilfully put thdr slaves to death, 
practically, aecording to tJl accounts, they occasionally 
do so, through the impulse of passion, to the sacrifice 
of their property. At all evepts, whatever cruelties are 
perpetrated on a southern estate, no slave can bear 
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witaesa agtinit them, for l^ally he is not permitted to 
make a declaration on oath against whites. Worthies^ 
unfriemded, it a|^)eaTB to be : still a qaestion in lav 
whether he ia a reaaonable being. 

The natural increaae of alavea on a plantation canses 
a continnal preasure on die means of owners. More 
are bom than are wanted for local porposes, and the 
orerplua, aa a matter of neceaity, must be sold to 
traders for tranter to pnblic marketa; and on audi 
occaaionB thore occur most distressing separationa 
among membrav of families. There is, however, reason 
to faeliere, that in many instanoea, planters part widi 
their Berranta with reluctance, and only under the 
pressure of extreme necessity. We do not mention the 
&ct &om our own knowledge, but from what we heud 
stated in America, that in some cases, masters are 
relieved of an embarrassment, by aLares asking to be 
aold ; the slaves in such cases being influenced by die 
false r^resentations of decoy-negroea sent to recnnt 
£» labourers. That there frequently exista the most 
kindly feeling between the families of jm>prietor8 and 
ibeir alave dependents, is undeniable; and it is the 
apectadb of this hamumy between master and servant, 
that fascinates travellos in the South, and induces them 
to declare that slavery is by no means so bad a diing 
as it is usually represented. 

Unhappily, the slave has no security in the indulgence 
of his proprietor. He is at all times liable to be sold 
on acconnt of the death, insolvency, not to speak ctf 
the ordinary necessities, of his owner; and may at any 
moment be predintated from a state of comparative 
oomibrt to a condition of utter wretchednesa. Some 
owners, affected by the evils of slavery, would, though 
at a great pecuniary sacrifice, emancipate their slaves, 
and so leave diem to assume the status of free 
labourers. But, independently of a general dislike ot 
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free labour in the South, there are laws to check . ibt 
benevtdent intentioiui of skTb^twoen. EmKiicipstioiu 
take place in partacnlar drtmnutBncea, and hy tolerance 
in certaia states ; hut as a general rule, an owner 
denrii^ to liberate his staves wonld need to send them 
into the free states or oat of the country. Were 
he to emancipate them in defiance of this lav, irithoat 
esibng them, they would be Bcased and sold by flie 
poldic authorities; by which arrangement liberation 
is, to a great extent, impracticable. These difficulties, 
howerer, cannot be deemed an apol<^ for slavery. 
If owners were generally disposed to adopt means 
for securii:^ freedom to their slarea, they conld 
mrely agitate for a reconsideration of the state laws 
which at present hamp^ their operations. Accord- 
ing to southern notions, the freeing of slaTes is 
immoral — a crime against social order. The slaves, 
consequeidly, are not allowed to purchase their own 
freedom, by the savings of extra industry. The 
vhde earnings of a slave belong to his master; 
unless by particular favour, he can retain nothing 
im himself. In Brazil, as was the law in the British 
West Indies, slaves are humanely entitled to certain 
holidays, which are at ihar own disposal, by which 
arrangement they are enabled to cultivate small patches 
of land, and accumulate wherewith to buy iliedr 
freedom. In the United States, the slaves can legally 
claim no holidays ; though a week at Christmas is 
usually granted, and in most quarters they are allowed 
to be at rest on Sunday. This denial of the power of 
labooring to buy themselves &om their owners, forms 
a feature in American slavery which distinguishes it 
fmn aught in ancient or modem times. The slavery 
of Russia is liberty itself, in comparison. A natural 
result is the desire to escape, in defiance of all pre- 
cautiona to the contrary, lisrge numbers flee from 
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idarery, and tlmnigh' tiie aid of Mends at difl^reni 
parts of the countzy, make their iray to Western 
Canada. One person vtth whom we have beeii 
made acquainted, has afforded means of eecape to 
upwards of 2000 slaves, and we donbt not he wSI, from 
a consdentlQiiB feeling of doty, help away many more. 
So nnmeroos are now the channels of eecape, t^t 
towards the more northern sections of the slave states, 
owners hegin to entertain a sense of cmudderable 
iosecority in their human property. 

Besides fears on this account, Blave-owners over 
the whole Sonth are less or more under a constant 
apprehension of outbreak; the best evidence of their 
uneannesa bong the i^orous measures of ooeKnon 
by which their power is sustained. As a security 
against plots for inmrrection or escape, the slave in 
the United States is necessatily k^t in ignorance. It 
is illegal to teach him to read; and although some 
masters and mistresses evade the law in this respect, 
the slaves generally know no&ing of the arts of reading 
and writing. Further, they are not allowed to travel 
fixnn home without written passes, which, in their 
ignorance of letters, they are unable to counterfeit. 
The seizure and imprisonment of vagrant slaves form 
a staple enhject of advertisements in southern news- 
papers; and so likewise is the tracking of runaways 
by means of 'negro dogs' a matter of frequeiit 
announcement. 

Such is an outline of the ordinary condition of 
American slaves — ^in some states better, and in oUier 
states worse, according to circumstances. An antia- 
pated insurrection, for example, being always followed 
vrith additional sererities; such as, preventing the 
slaves from assembling for religious worship, ot from 
enjoying various petty indulgences. Among the fifteen 
slave states, that of DeJaware possesses the most 
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liberal slave code; and but for pajtj manaeuTTing, 
a biqbU exertion would add it to the number of the 
free states. In travelling southward, the stranger 
'becomes aware Uiat he has passed the boundary of 
freedom, by the general oiqiect of dilapidation in Uie 
mral districts, by the want of commercial life in 
the town^ and in particular, by the appearance, far 
the first time, of soldiers on guard in the erenings at 
public bnildingB — a phenomenon strikingly indicative 
of a peculiar and not very satisfactory social condition. 

Despite the various restrictionB on emaneipadon and 
die settlement of free negroes, there have grown up 
throughout the slave states a certain number of free 
persons of cohmr — aoaie black, others nearly as light 
in the complexion as whites. In Louisiana, in 
particnlar, free persons of colour own laige poBsessionB, 
though labouring under social disabilities. The nmnber 
of free coloured persons in the whole j){ the slave 
states, in 1850, amounted to 228,128. In the free 
B^ates, at the same period, there were 196,016 free 
persons <^ eckkmr ; die total number in the Union being 
424^144. 

From all that fell under my observation in America, 
I arrived at the conviction that as long as the free 
persona of colour were legally and socially oppressed 
in die nOTtbem states, the people of these states 
generally could not with a good grace address remon- 
strances to the South on the subject of slavery; and, 
indeed, an entire reversal of free-state policy on this 
point, would, in my opimoo, be necessary as a pre- 
liminary to making any proposal to southern planters 
that they should dismiss their slaves and resort to free 
labour. It is not possible to speak without indignation 
of the contumelies to which free coloured persona are 
ei^>osed throughout the United States; and what is 
most offensive of all is, that more flagrant cases of 
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nudtiestmcsit occur in the NtKrth ^ian, the Soadi — ■ 
ftflectedly religuniB people in Tariotu free states 
shnnkjng vitli much greater lunror irom coloured iodi- 
vidaalB in railway-cars and hotek dun even 'sontiieni 
chindry.' Yet, the lawn respecting firee peiaoiu of 
colour in most of the dare states are sufficiently 
barbuouB, and auy lelaxaticnui in the way of personal 
intercourse depend mate on private than public feeling. 
In the southern states, free persons of oolonr have 
always been a source of anxiety, iu consequence of 
the incresse in their numbers and their adTancement 
in wealth and intelligence. Their very success as free 
labourera and artisans is viewed ungradomly, f<H: it 
is a standing pntest against the often-repeated doctrine, 
that if the slaves were emancipated they vonld not 
voA, and so become a dangerous class and a burden 
to die conunooify. As conservative of slavery, it has 
been deemed desirable to repress the rise of &ee 
coloured persons to situations of trust, by the enact- 
ment of numeroiis disqnali^ng laws. In Virginia, 
these laws are exceedingly obnoxious. In this state, it 
ia a penal offence to teach &ee coloured children 
to read — imprisonment to a white perfioUj and stripes 
or imprisonment to a n^ro. Two or three years ago, 
a lady was imprisoned for this offence. In Virginia, 
a £ree negro cannot keep a gun in his house, under a 
penalty of stripes or imprisonment. He must not go 
&om home after dark, unless provided with a p&as; 
annual licences or passes are issued for a certain fee. 
He must not keep a store or tarem; every effort 
being made to restrict him to such industrial pursuits 
as vrill not compete with the white business part of 
the community. Should he leave tbe state, and go 
erea for the shortest distance into a free state, he 
returns only at the risk of being imprisoned and tried 
for the offence ; if found guilty^ he ia ordered to leave 
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the state mthiD t«n days, never to letnm, except under 
the penaltjr of being sold as a aUre. He may hold real 
estate in his ovn name, a rather remai^able indulgence ; 
bnt in the condition of an owner of property, and in 
his attempts to conduct any buaineu tranBaction, he 
is greatly hampered in conoequence of his testimony 
irot being valid in a conrt of jnatdce, in any case where 
the interests of a white man are at stake, or wbeie 
bis evidence wonld conflict with that of one of the 
governing class. The taxes that Virginia imposes on 
this nnfortnnate class are bnrdensome in the extreme. 
In addittOQ to the nnmberlesa petty rates they are 
compelled to pay to city and county authorities, a state 
tax of one dollar per head has been levied from them 
for the last five years ; from which the state annually 
derivea a revenne of nearly, if not quite, fifty thonsand 
dcdlara. The tax was originally imposed as an aid 
towards removing free persons of colour to Liberia, bnt 
has lattedy been misappropriated. 

As a genraul rule in slave' states, every free person 
of colour is obliged to procure ftwm the court of the 
connty in which be resides, a set of papers to shew 
when required, in proof of his freedom. Should he 
quit the state, he will find that even these papers, 
which any white man may demand a sight of, are not 
considered sufficient evidences of freedom, without 
additional sworn testimony of some well-known white 
citizen. Should he, when in a distant part of the 
country, by any misfortune lose his 'free papers,' as 
they are called, he is at any moment liable to arrest ; 
his colour being presumptive evidence that he is a 
frigitive slave. If arrested, and nnable to communicate 
with bis friends, he would be detained in jail for a 
certaia period, he advertised, and if unable to pay 
prison and other expenses, be would he sold by public 
auction, like a stray heifer. 
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FttB coloBied persoBB with more tban three quarters 
4^ white blood, are reliered firom the operstion of the 
Inn whidi bear with moot •ererity on thoK of darker 
oonqilexMni. They nay engage in any hoanen that 
the exteot of their c^tal will admit ; their teBtimony 
will ba received in coort in oppontion to that of white 
ritixena ; and they may leave the state and return at 
pleaaiue. But by these concestiona, they gain no 
Bodal status; near do they acquire political equality 
with whites. Free coloured persona of any diade 
are pnmonnced by foAenl authcnity not to he dtizeiu 
under the oonstatntion— a &ct formerly adverted to, 
in speaking of a recent ease. 

In North Carcdina, the laws aSectin^ coloured 
persona are as severe aa they are in Vii^^inia, if not 
more so. According to one of these laws, a &ee 
coloured person incurs a penalty of 500 dollars on 
entering and residing in the state, and fitiling payment, 
he will be sold as a slave for a sufficient length of 
time to pay the amount. Lately, a young man, a &ee 
cdoored seaman, &om the state of New York, havii^ 
shipped to a port in North Carolina, he was there 
detained by illness, and shortly afterwards pnt in jaiL 
Some parties on the spot interested thnnselves in 
him, and wil^ immense trouble, he was released. TTi« 
journey homewards, in company o£ a white person, 
was Btt^ided with extreme difficulty. The account of 
the whole transaction occupies three columns in the 
IH&uM, New York newspaper, Fehmiaiy 13, 1857, 
and gives a vivid idea of the troaUes and perils 
to which free colonred persons from the North expose 
themselves within the verge of the slave states. 

In South Carolina, &ee coloured children enjoy 
a remarkable immnnity; they are permitted to go 
to eehooL In Charleston, the principal dty of Qie 
state, there is an excellent school supported entirely 



D,o,i,7.<i.,Goo(^lc 



BIACK LAWS AND UiAQIS. IfiS ' 

by tbe free coloured people. Trim form «n ioteUigent 
and indiuitnous body. Ttey are, howtrer, ezpoted 
to many annoyances, and made to feel their snbor- 
dinate conditioa. A iiee coloored man mnBt not 
carry a cane, and bia fn& is not allowed to wear 
a veil. Should tliey iralk out togt^hix in the staresi, 
ahfi must not take his arm ; that vould be regsided 
w «n act of flagTBBt impertincaice. If they meet a 
white penon, and the path la narrow, they mnst go 
ande into the gutter to give onobBtnicted passage to 
a white. £ven in their dwelliitgei, they are not safe 
from indignitiea The sOnnd of many voices iBsuing 
at night from thdr houses is a snspicioas circnmstance, 
and will wanaot the intrusion of any white person to 
inqmrethe cause. 

When a coloured mother wishes to have her iniant 
diristened, and desires to invite a few friends to be 
joesent, she must inquire at her white neighbours if 
they have any objections to the proposed puty ; then, 
she must procure the penniesioii of the anthtailies, 
without wUch the whole assembly m^ht be arrested, 
punished with fine or stripes, at the option of the 
juagistr^e. In this, as in other slave states, all 
jneohanical pursuits are open to free coloured 
persons, for, as it is deemed a df^radation to a white 
loan to engage in. manual labour, no competition is 
feared. But they are not allowed to enter the leamed 
professions, nor can they in any slave state, esoept 
Iiouisiaiia, where there are a few coloured phystcians 
and scone men of colour engaged in commercial 
pursuits. 

In Gecnrgia, in addition to the usual diaalrilities, a 
free colouied person ia not permitted to hold real estate 
in bis own name. He is compelled, no matter what be 
his age, to select a white guardian, who holds his fxo- 
perty, and is answerable for him in law. Shotdd the 



D,o,i,7.d.,Goo(^lc 



IJM AMCUCAN flUTEKT AMD COLOUR. 

gnndiut prove bitiileaa to bia tnut, his ward has no 
redresB, as no evidence of his woold hsTe a featfaer's 
vci^ whffii appoaei to that of a irhite. 

In Looisiaaa, aa above atated, the fiee coloared people 
are more prinl^;ed — a drcamatance perh^n traceaUe 
to the VjiwHiTi^— of the French towudt the negro 
race. From vhaterar cauae, ibe osUi of a cohmred 
is«D in a eonrt of jtutice has eqnal wdght -with that 
of a white citizen. Several attempts have been made 
to cxtingniah thin privile^, and render the lava of the 
state more in harmony with those of other slave states ; 
bnt on tiie side of negro teatimmj are arrayed strong 
iDterests, some of the ho^eet land chums in the state 
}xmg siiBtaiiied by the testimony of persons belonging 
to this class. The very great ntixtore of races in 
LDaimana probably assists in thns doing something like 
jostiee. For yeais> the free celonied petqile (^ New 
Orie&ns were taxed to nipport the public schools of the 
city, and at the same time no provision was made for 
the education of their own children. For some tdm^ 
the public aohool committee refnaed any approfsnation 
to support schools for free coloaied childrenj nor were 
t&ese children allowed to attend the schools tar whites. 
At length, after receiving nimerons petitions, the com< 
mittee was induced to malce an qipropristion of a vexy 
limited kind, vhich was gratcfidly accepted, thoogh 
very inadequate to meet the general wants. 

The laws of Texas, Alabama, Tennessee, and Missonri 
are in their genersl character like those of Viigima, 
In Texas there are severe laws against introducing free 
people of cdour, enacted with additional pendtiei in 
1866^ yet, we are told by Olratied that many of this 
dassj from Louisiana, have establided themselvea in 
the state, though at the cost of fends and bloodshed. 
The laws of Kentneky are somewhat milder ; but there^ 
as elsewhoe^ much depends on tntnsitDry cirenmstances 
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— law and adminiitTation, in dave vtates eq>eei^lf, 
being two very different tJiings. 

The inBOTTectianB that have occonred at THrious timea 
in di&rent parts of the South, hare invariably been dia- 
aatnma to the free people of colour, though th^ hare 
been no way concerned in the n^ro OQtbnnks. The 
oontemplated instmeotion of Denmark Vesej in South 
Carolinaj which waa discovered only a short time before 
the period apptnnted fiir the ontfareak, deprived the free 
coloured pe<q)Ie of many phvilegea which they had 
enjoyed. A subsequent attempt of a mailar character 
in Virginia, nnder the leaderdiiqi of Nat Tomer, vas 
followed by corresponding renilta. The recent real or 
alleged attempt at insairection in Tennene^ bids iair 
to entail man werace suffering on the free ct^onred 
popnlation than any previona transaction of tJiis nature. 
A law has been lately nnder considemtion in Arkansas, 
which, if carried, will in all probabiliiy consign at least 
an eigh& part of the now free cohjnred pcqmlation to 
slavery. By the provisions of this bill, the alternative 
ia ]»esented to Ihe free colonred people in the state, 
uther inunediate removal, or onccmditiooal sale as 
slaves. Snmmnded by dave states which forbid the 
ii^ress of free negroes, and with several hnndred miles 
interposed between them and the free states, it can be 
iou^ined how little is the chance of escaping the 
penalties of this proposed law. 

While in the slavebolding states, the free coloured 
pet^Ie are sntgect to great injustice from the laws 
Erectly framed to o|^tress them, in the fi«e states 
gener^y they have been persecuted by a cruel -pte- 
jadice, that has not slways allowed them to remain 
secure in life and limb. Their political and dvil 
privileges differ in di&rent states. The statute-books 
of Indiana and Slintns, both free states, are disgraeed 
with a serKS of what are termed 'Blacik Laws;' the 
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effect of whicb u to dspme the ctdonred miiQ not only 
of all pditicnl priTilegei, but eren the validity of his 
oath. The state of Ohio faai r^tealed her tihck lam 
only -within the last few yean, after a long agitatiOD ob 
-the iobject Yet, the laws lei^eotitig the qnalificataoa 
of voters an not deariy defined, and, as a conaeqnenoej 
in &t n<»them part of the statCj wh«% a strong aDti> 
lUrery fiseling prerails, &ee men of colour are permitted 
to rote ; bnt in the southern district* that border <m 
the slave state of Kentucky, the reverse is the rale; 
Iq Iowa, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Connecdcnt, 
whilst they are not oppressed by direct legi^titm, they 
aze deprived of all political privileges. In the staXe 
of New Yori^ they are entitled to vote at electioas, 
provided they ore posseaaed of real estate to the value 
of 260 dollwn. Onrit SmiA, a wdl>known jdnlan- 
tbropist and tefbrmer, about ox yean aince, created in 
this state neaily one thouaand votns in tiiis dass, by 
endowing them with -ptopeTty tor the necessary quali- 
fication from his vast landed pbeseasions. In. all the 
New-Eng^d States, Conneetieat excepted, the votes t^ 
iree coloured peiBons are received on equal terms witJi 
tboae of the whites; and in Massachusetts, they are 
eligible to the highest offices in the gift of tiie 
commonwealth. 

Nothing is more common in the northern states 
than to hear tlte &ee people of colour qnken ot 
disparagingly, if not a nuisance which tiie country 
would be ^adly rid of, As is well known, the phm of 
expatriation was proposed, and has been partly carried 
oat by the American Ccdoniaadon Society, the weQ- 
cofidncted settlement of Liberia on Aa coast of Airica 
being Ae ocmsequcaiae. The remaikabte prosperitf et 
tibat free repuUie, which is susceptible of immense 
increase, indicatea, if nothing else did, that the worid 
has laboured under some mistake abcmt the mental 
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qualities of negroes and mnlattioea ; and, on this 
aecouutj the pUntatioa of Liberia, iqiart from all ccoi- 
flideraticHU as to the motivea of its pragecton, mnst, I 
think, he accepted as a great &ct in faToor c^ negn> 
improvalnlity. But it is not necessary to go to I^boria 
in vindioiUion of the character of this aboaed branch 
of the hiunan race. That the progenitors of the 
preaent £ree colonred population of northem states 
were degraded and ignorant, none will ieaj; bat to 
Bay that their descendants, now in the third and finirth 
generation, are deaerring of the same reputation, would 
he unjust aod untnithfbl. Should we grant that they 
v^e generally degraded, which we hy no means admit, 
can thoM who are inclined to dispart^ and revile them, 
point out what they have done towards their enlighten* 
ment and elevation? Far fixim aasiBtLDg them on the 
road to honour and preferment, they have left no 
meana untried to crash in than every noble aspiration, 
to forbid the rise of every sentiment of ambition, to 
keep the whtde of every shade of darkness in a con- 
temptuously mean position— exiles frran all commum<m 
in joy, hope, sorrow. 

The force and prevalraice of this pr^ndice can 
scarcdy he imagined hy aoy one oat of Amaica. That 
the colour of a man's skin, without die slightest 
leferenoe to his moral qualities, or to his wealth, should 
detennioe his social or political position, savours of the 
ridiculous to ^Europeans. Yet such is the ease in the 
United States. Nay more, even, when all trace of the 
neigro is hwt by intermixture, and he no longer presents 
any distinction in features, &e knowledge that he has 
in some way c<»ae of African ancestry, is safBcient 
to place him in the proscribed list; he is consigned 
beyond the possibility of extrication to the difficult 
position sustained by the free coloured people of the 
northem states. 
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The mSMogs endnnd by this dan, from 1835 to 
1840, were of a shodiDg kind. It was no imiisud 
oconrrenoe Sx an inoffensiTe man of ODlonr, particnlariy 
if he WW decentfy drBtsed, to be qpenly ananlted by 
white penoDB, for no caam whaterer ; and if bin oatoiei 
attxacted attention, no notioe was taken when they 
were nndentood to come from ' only a nig^a-.' With 
the excepticn of a few abolitionitto, the free colonred 
people had no fiiend ; the citation of the slave- 
qnestion at tiiat period being nnscni^nilouBly vimted on 
them. In acarcdy any of tile large cities c^ ihe 
North did they escape violence. Biota of the most 
frigfatM natore occmred in New York, Philadelphia, 
Boaton, and Cincinnati. The dweUings of the coloured 
peo{de were burned down, their fnmitnie destroyed, 
and their lives were taken by the miscreants who were 
permitted to give unchecked rein to their hateM 
paanona. In some instances, their chnrcbes were 
razed to the ground, as if it had been a crime for 
this nafortunate race to form part of a Christian 
community. 

This storm of peraecnti<m having passed over, the 
free coloored popnlation in the ncxHiem states gradually 
improved in pnbUc opinion. In some quarters, and 
among certain classes of whites, prejudice is as strong 
as ever; bnt on the whtde, it has been greatiy meli- 
orated — a drcnmstance attribatable not less to the 
general progress of enlightened sentiment, than the 
feelings of compasmon excited by the jsctnresque and 
aSiecting incidents in the lifelike narrations of Mis 
Stove. Yet, except in Masaachnsetts, these fedings 
do not go the length of giving comfdete jnstice to the 
people of colour. Thon^ subject to a genca^ school- 
rate, their children are not admitted to the higher kind 
aC academies; the mere elements of education, at 
district coloured sdiools, being their tuU allowance. 
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la the Sabbatli sdioalB, the eame dinsioD is obsernible. 
8t Andrew's £|aBCopal Chui^ at Philadelphia has 
under its patnmage and care a Uaok aa mD as a white 
Sabbath school, in separate establishmmts. Once ia 
each year, the cbildiea of both scdiools are brought 
ii^ the cbmch, ihat their pn^iess may be aacertained. 
The white lambs of the flock are placed bntde the 
pastor imder the shadow of the palpit, whilst the blai^ 
sheep are stuck up in an obscure part of &e organ left. 
The whites are usoaUy catechised in presence of the 
ccmgregation, and the Uacks are kindly permitted to 
sing a doxol^y while the congregation are dispersing. 

The common practice of excluding ccdooied peo|de firom 
«U but certain inferior classes of seats in the churches, 
is well known; and to such an extent has this been 
carried, that in most la^e towns they have estiiblished 
and mqipwt chunjies fisr themselves. In pasdng ah^ 
the streets of New York on Sunday, yon see churdies 
pouring out none but whites, and others none but 
people of vaiiooB shades of colour, just as if there were 
a white and black Oospel. Only a few years ago, in 
one of the Presbyterian chnrches of New Ym^ there 
were pews in the gallery marked B. M., signijying 
Black Members, An Bnglish de^Tman on a visit 
to Ihe States, who had heard of these proscribed 
seats, teok an opportunity of testifying against such 
unchristian ammgemoits, by taking his family to this 
church, and seatu^ himself in the midst of the B. M.B, 
to the astonishment and' chagrin of the reverend 
gentleman who officiated, and the htnror and dkgust 
of the deacons, who were gretify scandalised by the 
stranger's want of self-respect. This quirt method 
of reproving the congregation of this church had ihe 
desired efi^, and the B. M.s have since been removed, 
Negro pews are not now so fiubionable as formerly; 
yet a coloured man would have to stand a long time in 
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» gented New Yotk eltaicli before he would be ofiEered 
aseftt. 

C. K. Whipple, in his able tract, entitled RelatiooM t^ 
Anti-slavery to Se^um, relatea the foUowing incideiit ; 
* In the year 1830^ a colonied man bongbt and paid 
for a pew in Paric Street Charch, then and lince the 
head-qnaitos of "orthodoxy" in Boeton, He occapied 
it, with his fiunily, a Sonday forenoon ; but on 
letnming in the afternoon, a oonataUe, employed by 
die chnrch committee, forcibly pzcrented l*'" entrance ; 
the Pmdential Committee wrote him a prohibitory * 
letter; and the chnrch, in a cinrch-meeting called 
thereafter for the ex^nu pnrpoae^ voted that he should 
not be allowed to occupy hia own pew. They then 
proceeded to discnas, in fire or six meetingi following, 
each opened and <dosedwith prayer, the moat convenient 
and effective way of excluding the whole ccJonred race 
from equal participation in their worship. Finally, at 
the suggestion of one who bore, while he lived, the 
very highest ieputati<Hi £or piefy in that chnrch, a new 
pew-decd was framed, oontaiii^ a provision enabling 
them to effect their pnrpoe^ and the pews of titat 
chnrch are still held nnder that deed. It has been ao 
perfectly obnooa that any similar attempt would meet 
the like result^ that the trial has never been repeated 
in Boston. A Baptist church, however (Bev. Baron 
Stew's, in Bowe Street), haa guarded itself against 
such attempts, l^ inserting in its pew-deeds the re> 
•triotion that thepewa tiuHi be sold tmly to "respectaUe 

■ • BonoB, irareh S, IBSO. 
Ub Fbkdibick Brisii.it. 

Sm— Tb* FindnitUl CsmnutUo of Pidc Stratt ChnrA noti^ 
1^0 i>ot to oonipj inj pew ■& ibt Imra: flat* <d Pftk. Straat Msatiiig-ltoiwg 
on mj Sabbath, or cm anj Dtbei daj during tlis IJIHB of dirint vonliip, 
after thii date ; and If jou |^ tlifre with inch intant, yon lutiud thi 
BDDMBjpaieei. Th« pawi h> th* ^>pv gallMlH an at jaar Mnieb 

Qbobqb Oi>ioaiia,/>r At CommUlte.' 
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i*Mte penons." Whoever of thit (xaigregation u 
not a saint, can at least clfdm the credit of being r 
respectable white rinner.' 

y o tgitbatapttipg these and all other indignitiea, it 
ia an nndonbted feet, that the free peofde of cdonr 
persevere in improving their circiuDBtanceB, and in 
seiziDg on every possible advaiitage in the my of 
edncation. Still exclnded from the collies in New 
Tork <Hr Thiladdj^iia, coloured yatatg men aie admitted 
as a &vonr to some of the other northern ctdlegea and 
higher order of academies on a footing of equality vith 
irhites. The consequence of this irre|a%snlde desire 
for instruction is observaUe in the rise of coloured 
men in northern society; there being now in Boston 
coloured lawyers {cractiBing at the bar, colonred 
physicianB, lecturers, and manniactarers. A prejudice, 
however, long ontUves its expnlston from the minds of 
the more intelligent classes, of which we have till this 
day a lamentable example in the treatment of Jews in 
England. Educated, refined in sentiment, wealthy, 
admitted to the Ugheat society, Jews are stiU excluded 
by technical forms from the House of Commons ; and 
time after time, the city of London returns a gentle- 
man to parliament who is not allowed to take his seat, 
unless he make a dedaration of a reUgions nature in 
violation of his conscience. So does prqudice operate 
in America. AH are not to be blamed, because the 
&ee people of eoloor are subject to vulgar persecution. 
The pr^udice against tiiem has not yet vanished from 
the minds of every variety of the ' snob ' genus. By 
vhite workmen, who fear rivalry and contunisation} 
by ctmcoted porveuaa, who dread a lowering of their 
dignity; by a miscellaneoas body of hotel-keepers, 
railway-car conductors, managers of theatres, deacons 
of churches, and others who are alarmed far offending 
'costomo^,' the repngnance to associate with, or to 
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give lunue or seat room to cokmred people, is still 
iaSlj manifested. Public feeUng on tlie subject seems 
to be in a transition state. A coloured person, in 
trareDing aboat, will sometimes be treated wdl, 
•ometimea ill; sometimes iosolted, sometimes passed 
over irith indifference. Hie very administration o£ the 
law partaltes of tbe feelings of its administratorB. 

Not loi^ since, a colonred gentteman, a dealer is 
real estate, was compelled to ride in one of the n^ro> 
carSj altiiongb at tbe time be beld stock in tbe compai^ 
to Uie amoront of ten thousand dcdlars. Tite eiiecti<Hi 
of a coloured lady and her in&nt from the cars in 
MasBacbusetts, created so much sympathy as to cause 
tbe passage of a law in that state, imposing a fine of 
mx tbonsand dollars on any railway company cs 
individual guilty of this ofience in fdtnre. In the cit^ 
of New York, suits bare at various times been insti- 
toted against the {ffoprietozs of omnibuses and street 
railway-cars for tbe fisrdble ejection of coloured people. 
In one instance, judgment was given in &your of tlie 
idaintiff, and damages awarded te tbe amoont of SGO 
dtJlars. Bnt there is no dependence on these decisionB. 
The case of the B«v. J. W. Pennington, a colonred 
preacher in New York, a most respectable and amiable 
person, who was well received in Europe, and holds 
a degree of Doctw of Divinity from the UttiTend^ of 
Heidelbei^, deserves particular attention. Recently, he 
was expelled from a railway-car belonging to ttie Sixth 
Avenue Railway Company, and forthwith brought an 
action before tbe superior court of New York. Below, 
we give some notes of tbe proceedings in this curious 
a&ir, from the p^es of the European, an independent 
New Yoik newspaper.* It will be seen that the judge 
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uttered some atnuige sentimeiitB, and that tlie jury 
dedded against Dr Pemungton. 

Mis We1>b, a cdonred ladyj apparently a quadroon, 
from the United StateSj lias lately visited England on 
an elociUionary tour. Accomplished in manners, well 
edacftted, and every way acceptabde as a guest in the 
faonses of people of distinction, this lady has become 
well, known for her elegant readings of the works of 
popular writers. It gives one a carious idea of 
American notions on colour, to know that this ladylike 
person has been subject to indignities in ■ di&rent 

tba Unitea SUtea, to Akw tlut there wu t, line of demmation Imtwcni tlia 
two Tsces, uid isked tbe jnrj if > eolonnd mui noold be permitted to >it at 
the public t*bl« of tiia St Nicholsa, or m; of dot t>nndpal liotela. He *lia 
tt*t*A tljst tbe mmW of <ba provided by tbe defendants fer dw coloured 
pac^ ■wta higa in pnportion to tbe population tban tbe number tai 
*Mte people. Jndge SIohboh, in cbarEJng tlis jarj, apoke of tbi* ai a 
pecolUri; difficoh case ; tbe cbief point tat conuderation being, vrbether tbe 
buonesa and inteiesta of the oompan<r would suffer, &om illowtng bbteks 
■a eqoaUtj as pMSengcn irith irbiUo. Tho J1117, after tiro homa' dellbw 
alioD, fbuDd a Tsdict tat tlia datimdaiits. The Earaptm quotes tba 
folloiriBg cfiinioD £rom the "Sew York Berald : ' Upon this point our 
northerD people are remarkably sqneamish, vhile ne know that aQ orer the 
South it is quite a eouuuon thing to sea master and mistnss and alavi^ 
wUlas and btaeks, eceapjing the same stage ot oar, without any armptom 
«f a tunwd-ap noae aa aocouut of the pcsBeDes of FMDp or Dioab.' Tbo 
EurejuoH adds tbe remark : ' If no legal distinctums wen nude in tbe 
ftee atatea between white and colonied men, tbe prejndlce against tbe latter 
would soon disappear (it has no eiiatenoa in Europe), and they would b« 
aUoned by the whites to wral: ilol^ with tbon, Inun trades, and bceomt 
lawyeia md pbjeicdiiu. They are now a peiaecnted raoe— leriled, too^ on 
icconnt of the direct and ineritahle consequencca of the bad treatment to 
which the; are aabjected. When siclc, they must be doctored, if at all, by a 
white phyudan 7 when their proper^, their lives, liberties, or reputations are 
imperiled by jndidal procadnres, if they bars any counsel at all, he must b* 
a white man — for no coloured man is, ia this d^, allowed to become a 
physidaa or a lawyer. It is diSbrent, howerer, in Hassacbnsetts. This 
brutal prejudice, which exista in no other country, is encouraged by the 
alave-owners for their own pnrposM. The enforced degradation of the 
Golonrcd man of tbe North is nsed aa an argimient for keeping up alatery hi 
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parts of the Btctet, tat no other reuon ibam abe is 
not a pure irliite. Sfae hati mentioiied to ub, t^t in 
tntvelling tlmmgh FennBylnuua, ahe iras rafosed acceea 
to « nilway-car, aUlioiigfa abe had pimhaaed the appnw 
paate ticket. On preseatiag honelf for admiaauHi, the 
eondnctw pot bia arm aeroae the door, to debar her 
entnnoe, and coidd not be induced to adniit her. 
With much gpnt, she atooped euddeelT- below his arm, 
and gaining an entrmce, ahc puahed his arm down, to 
enable her hnaband to follow her into the car, where 
both received the oot^^ratohitionB of the passengers. 
The condndm was enraged, but, &om the aspect of 
a&ira, did not daie to expel tliem. 

About a year ago, on visiting Boston, Mrs Webb 
vent by recommendaticat to the Marlboro Hotel in 
tiiat dtj. The Mariboro ia known as ' the pious hotel' 
It is an establishment celebrated for its rdigiotta 
Qsages — public prayers every moraing, and a grace at 
'every m^ to which the guests assemble. Well, here, 
aardy, she was safe P Quite the revefae. Mrs Webb 
was not allowed to attend prayers, nor to takft bar 
meals at the public tables, but compelled to remain in 
her own apartment. Thia was not all. The landlord 
had the meanneas to chai^ the usual additional 
price fbr private meals, althongh remonstrated with, 
and shewn that eschision &om the public rooms was 
his own act. Much to the credit of the press of 
Massachusetts, this abominable treatment was strongly 
condemned J and we can &ncy that by the dr flTrng 
on the occasion, the Marlboro's sense of religions 
consistency must have undergone some improvement. 

In Massachusetts and some other free states, 
coloured persons are legally rea^oised as American 
(ntiaens; but this is only a local advantage. As 
formerly mentioned, the federal government does not 
allow that they belong to the cat^ory of citizens. 
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They an tolerated, o&dluTe a kind ctf protection; thafr—^ 
is aU. Tber will be giren a pass, but not a panpcut. / 
They an aU of them ' niggna,' not Antcricana ; and | 
a fev ye«n ago it was no nncommon thing to bear an I 
Irinh or Qerman immigrant, who had not been aix \ 
montbs in the states, talk of Bending lite nifgera ont 1 
of the country, back to Africa, to which they belonged^ 

In the refiisal ctf citiienHhip, tiie soprome goTem* 
meat has forgotten the jmblic swrioea <£ the ocdoored 
raoe in the trying times of American history, when the 
donds of advendty were most threatening. Answcriog 
to the call, blacks of every shade stood side by side 
with the whites in the rercdutionary war. The first 
Idood shed in the cause of American independence was 
that of Christopher Attocks, a mulatto, who was shot by 
British troops in t^ streets of Boston. In the swamps 
of the Carolinas, under tiie banners of Sumpter and 
Marion — with La&yette at Ytn'ktown, and with 
Washington at Valley Foi^ and Trenton — wherever 
the flag of the struggling Americans was nnfiiried, 
there might be found the negro cheerily fighting 
for the na^mal cause, for that liberty in which hia 
descendants an denied to participate. Hundreds of 
coloored men, who are bvday deprived of all political 
privileges in the United States, can nmemtaer the 
scars displayed by their grandfathers — scars inflicted 
in defence of a country which baa not only bestowed 
on their children obloquy aAd the hardest bondage, but 
deoiies their right to call themselves Americans. 

To resume a former comparison, the free coloured 
people inhabiting the United States have, like the 
dowurtrodden Hebrew race in England and other 
parts of Europe, thriven under adverHity, As the Jews, 
by being exduded from the enjoyment of common 
political privile^^, bestowed their whole enei^fies on 
certain branches of trade, and thus accumulated 
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immenw wealth, bo have Ae free coloured race — ^nef^roes, 
mnlattoeH, qnadrooiu, and bo finib~betakeii themBelTes 
to Bucb industrial connes as were left open to them, 
and in many instancoB with the most farooTahle results. 
Hough contemned or ne^ected, th^ ibrm among 
themsdres sodal drclei of no mean qoality . They 
dresB as well as Uieir white compeers ; and in point of 
mamun tiiere is nothing, as a general rule, to find 
&nlt with. At all events, we can testify tJiat Qie more 
aspiring among them who have viBitad Great Britain, 
do no discredit to the land of their nativity, and are 
treated in every reqiect as if tbey CQnld boast of a 
porely Anglo-Saxon origin. 
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Slavibt, and also the general piqudice againit free 
people of colour, in the United States, axe understood 
to have been in no snudl d^ree fortified by the ccmdnct 
of Hbe clergy of neariy ercry deoomination— «ome 
better, some vorse, bnt in too maity instances, for the 
sake of conciliation, chargealile with perverting the 
religioua doctrines which it is thidr doty to inculcate 
in a state of pnrity. It may be admitted ihat the 
poration of dea^ymeo, north as well as soaUi, is exceeds 
iugly difficult and unpleasant. They see that tbe 
federal constitution and dnl laws are in conflict with 
ihe law of ihe Gospel. Conviction may draw one way, 
livelihood another. Ministering to congr^ations who, 
to say the very least, are opposed to all acticm on the 
slaveiy questitnij it may be «dd tlieir choice is in many 
quarters narrowed to the single pcant — either to follow 
public opinion, or give np preaching altogether, and so 
leave society in a state of spiritual destitution. Unfor- 
tunately, the American clergy do not confine themselves 
to pasaive obedience, nor with simply and oonacien- 
tionsly protesting on all suitable occasions against acts 
falling within the sphere of th^ duty. They iadus- 
triously throw tbe w^ht of their influence and their 
dialectics on tbe side of slavery, which they make out to 
be a truly Christian iustitution, of the highest spiritual 
value to its victims; and, further, seize every oppor- 
tnmty t^ reviling those who advocate anti-slavery 
principle<i~~<»lling them confosionists, infidels, and 
what not. Many clergymen in tbe Soatb bold slaves ; 
and also connive at their congr^;ation8 posseasii^ and 
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luring out ilftTflt u a bnmdi t^ cccleEiastical-reTeiiiie. 
dergf and oongngstioiu ctmctir io ocauriaauJly ratnng 
foodi {at miMDonaiy sdiemes, Bible societaM, and the 
erection of new placet <tf worship by selling parcel of 
slaTfla. Joa^h Storge, in hia Fint to tht Vmied 
Stetet (1811), mentiona tiw ease <£ a ctmgrc^atum of 
Boman Catludica in Maryland, who add some of Uicir 
own cthoidt memben in aider to e|Hply the proceeds to 
&• building d a new place of public maahip I How 
aany of Ute clergy, likewise, at eommand, nmte dares 
in maniage, diough quite aware that the ceremony is 
a mockery, and that the man and woman, peiiiapa bodi, 
an abeady manied to other parties.* In shot, instead 
of deploring tlna monstrous aodal evil, they abaolntedy 
encomage its growth, and speak of it as a marvdloaa 
UesBJng to the country. Wlio can speek with com- 
posore of this Bcandakms abuse of common Beose and 
tke most marked princ^les of Chriatianity? A griev- 
ous wrong is inflicted on the religion, <tf wfaii^ these 
men pretdd to be the bue eaqmsitorB. 

Before us lie a nicnber of documents omtaining 
flagrant evidences of this dereliction of duty; and in 
making a sdection, tite cmly difficulty is to know where 
to b^iin. We may at a venture first take up a 
pamphlet, purporting to be Ten Letters on the Su^eet 
qf Slavery, by N. L. Rice, D.D., I^ator of the Second 
Presbyterian Church, 8t Lonis, Missonri, puUiahed at 

■■AtthaShilidi Btptitt AmxiillBB, wMeli mat *t ChmrdTiMs ifgsjwn 
tluM, the Mowing qoe^, uji tlw SiHgiam BtraU, wu pnsgiUed fcva 

Hedgnun cbnicli — namely, Is » wrvtmt, whose husband or wife hu been 
vAi bj Ua or ber muter, iato a diitant coantiy, to ba pennitted to many 
af^iR ? Tin qnnT '"■■ leAmd to ■ oommitte«, rrbo m«de tlw foDewkig 
nport, wlueh, lAtc diogoBtiB, vaa adcjrtcd ! That, In Tinr of the eicoqin- 
•tanoH in wlueli gerrBnte in thig aaanbj an placed, tke a ronut tee an 
liDaminotu) in the Dpmxo:i that it U better to pennit serVHnta thus 
dccamstanced to take another hosband or wite.' — Keg to Urtde Toi^i 
Cabin. 



D,o,i,7.d.,Goo(^lc 



WHAT TBB CLtmeV THUOt OF IT. 130 

St Lonis in 1^6. Dr &ioe write* to ahew ttai Qtxma 
who oppose abolitiomsto do Bot fear cHwcnrrion, aod 
tnuts that vh^ he has to say will tJHaj prejndke attd 
paaaioD. He concriden Blavsry to be a prandestial 
£ic^ ii^y beneicial to the negro, and ' God has 
permitted it, for wise leaKina, in order to the acoom- 
pHahmeut of some great and impoitsiit endi.' He 
then edcB i ' Brethren, haa it erer ooeumd to yon, 
and to thoae with whom yon act, that God hM aome 
great and benevolait enda to aocom^ish, by permtttiag 
slavery to east in onr eonntry ? Yon may regard this 
as a strange qnestum ; bnt alUiongb I have been in the 
habit, for yean, of reading the writings of abtditionists, 
I do not remember to have sem the question diacnsaed 
in a single instance. Their minds seem to have been 
fixed excltmrdy iqxBi the wrongs which, as they 
sappose, have been inflicted npon the slaves; and their 
time and ene^jiea have been expended in condemning 
and denonndng slaveholders. The Presbyterian chnrch 
haa taken a widely dilftawnt view. She has endeavoured 
to understand the dengns c^ an All-wise Providence, 
in permitting the existence of slavoy in onr eonntry. 
She has believed, that she did, to some extent, under- 
stand them; and her treatment of slavery haa been 
iuflnenced, in no small degree, by her views of the 
leadings of God's providence.' 

In short, the African has been sent to America to 
' receive the light of the Gospel ; ' and ' you will not 
deny, moreover, that the sforitoal and eternal interests 
of ihe slaves are of infinitely greater import^ce than 
their freedom &om human bondage.' In &ct, abolitioQ 
is a matter of ' comparatively trifling importance ; ' and 
' yon are compelled to admit that abcditionists, instead 
of right!^ interpreting the providence of God, have 
perseveringly fought against it — ^that they have been the 
most determined enemies of a great work of God — cme 
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at tbe most importuit of thu erentfol i^.' Slavcxy, 
De Bics tfienrards aa.jw, was oaUionsed by Mosea, and 
no way denounced by tbe apostlei. Abolitionism, by 
a natural consequence, leads to infidelity. ' No wonder, 
<Hifl of yon told the General Assembly, last spring, of 
the nnsettled state of mtm's mincte in Massachusetts, 
and of the increase of infidelity there. If abolitionism 
mncb longer hcdda the sway, there will be little else 
thore but infideli^.' Another ai^moit — ' Since the 
firee states are Arowing insuperable obBtades in the 
way of the settlement of &ee ccJoared people in their 
limits; and nnce t^ abolitionists denounce Afiicau 
cfdcHusation, it really eeenw reasonable that they 
shotdd stop theb denunciationB hHig enough to tell 
conscientious masters what to do with their tdavea.' 
As for the diurches in New England who may now 
demounoe slavoy, the^ never did so while davery was 
sustained by law. 'Am I not conreot? It passed 
away from New England istber because it was un- 
profitable, I presume, than because congregattonalists 
expelled it. It required no extraordinaiy piety to 
denounce it, aiter it had passed away ftaax you, and 
when yon had nothing to lose \iy so dcring.' 

This slap at the New England ciet^y is perhaps not 
ill<deaeiTed. The majority of them, we believe, made 
no objection to tbe Fugitive Slave Law ; and it is stated 
on good anthoii^, that many of them in sermons and 
othernise openly approved of Webster's pro-slavery 
measores. In 1880, as formerly stated, a coloured 
&mily were escluded from their own purchased seat 
in Park Street Church, Boston. In May 1851, while 
Boston was agitated by the seisure of a refugee ^ve, 
the Rev. Doms Claike, minister of the Old South 
Church, refused to pray that God mig^t be pleased 
to arouse the churches in that city to a sense of the 
duty of not delivering up this unha{^y fugitive. On 
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diese and some CFther facts, Mr Whii^le, in the tract 
already referred to, makes tiw fiiUowing remarks : 

'Park Street ChoKli tuiiu a coloured man, liecsiiBe he u coloured, 
ont of a pew which he has bought and paid Ibr, and Siea TOtes that 
no cohnired man ibaU 1>e allowed even to hay a pew any mora among 
them; and th^miiiuta^u^i nothing ag^nit it. Bom Street Church 
Totes that onlj reepectabte white persona ihall own pewa among 
them ; and their miniBler aafa nothing againet it. The miniater of 
the Old South Chnrch pnbUcljr defends ilaTery from the Bible, and 
hlB people agree with him. To carry out tlieir idea of the beat 
mode of promoting tdety and good moral*, they eataUiih a daily 
meeting for prayer and exhortation. 'Whatever ia " tlieir heart*' 
■incere deaire " in the departments of religion and good moraU, it ia 
appropriate to espreaa in that meetii^, to God by prayer, to men t^ 
exbOTtatioD. A man, who lepm 



erangelical church in communion with them, ta kidna|^ed in thdr 
own city, and abont to he enslaved for life in a region where the 
laws forbid him to read the Bibl& Hia friend atka their prayers, 
exbortallons, and efibrta on his behalC AH these are reftued, jointly 
veAiaed t^ tJiree persona, each a repa«*entaare of Uw hi^iaat Ibrm 
tt [aety cnHiTated by that church and that meeting and refused 
iecmiw piety ia guat then in an unuaually flourishing atate among 

As tlie anti-slaTCTy cause grows in importaDoe, we 
expect to hear that the Nev-England clergy will be 
able to assimie a more independeat pontioii — will be 
able, one and all, to preach down the sentimeiit 
proclaiined by the Ber. Nehemiah Adams,* in his 

* The vsgBiieB of ILi* and oilier ' eraagelicali ' prodimd the foIlDwiiig 
BeBohrtdons of the Sew Eaglmd And-slaTery Coaventton, Mtj 18&S : 
llfheraia, the popnlor nli^on of tha Isid is tbannighly impregnated with 
fits slneJudding sfiriC, and bom the oijaniHlirai of the gDvenuiNnt to the 
maent time ha* ^ven its aaaction to a ooloaail and em-enlug^g sjstem 
of robbaiy, lioentiousDea^ heathenism, and sODl-mnrder, TmtH the victima 
tbei*^ an eomited by milKMia; and whereas, ao titamn ts^tbI of tbia 
nSpm is aud to bo goSag on in Bortcm, nnder tbe lancdon and with the 
oo-^aratian of each men a* the Bar. Dr K^endih Adnns and tbe Bev. Dr 
Blagden, the defenders el stavay aijainst erety awaidt iqxin It ; tfaensfon, 
reaolved, Tbat the mnltlplicatiaii of eoDverts to nicli a reli^cm, inateod of 
indicating any progt ei a in the came of Justice, freedom, and Chiiiitiaiiity, or 
ftmiafaing any oooaeicai fir ooDgratoUtion, ia a sate dga ef moral d<fenerMf, 
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South-tide View ^ SUva-p, tiut 'While it [tte 
coiutitatiaii] remains, all <rar appeals to a Higgler Law 
ate fiuaticiBm,' 

J. Q-. Bimey in a pamphlet, entitled 7%e Amerieaa ■ 
Chmrcha the Bulmark of Slavery (1640), rites some 
odioos passages &om the discoarBes of American 
clergymen^ in favour of BUvery. Oiie of these eays of 
slaveiy : ' It is not a moral evil. It is the Lord's 
doing, and marr^ona in oar ^es. And had it not 
done for the hest, Ood alone, who is ahle, long since 
would have overruled it It is hy divine appointment.* 
We can &ncy even soathem men being disgusted wiHt 
them sentimentB. 

Vohimes could be filled with such extracts from 
sermons of American dergymen, not only vindicating 
slavery by the perversion of Scripture in its general 
scope and tmdency, but misstating the meaning of the 
plunest texts. In the front rank of Bible-perrerters 
stands BiBhop Meade, an Episcopal clergyman of 
Yiiginia, who writes a boc^ of sermons and tracts, 
spedaUy intended to reconcile slaves to their condition. 
In the whole range of literature, there is perhaps 
nothing to match the Sallowing address, in which is 



jndioud Umdnas, u>d pltaiiBueal malignitj, to b« denomead w u im- 
piwtar*; aod that iDch ft "nrinl" ia otij * daiicB of tiiD>-«CT<riiig 
huvlings to withdnw mttanlaan fltnii tlis nfoms of. the ag*, ud ttptnatUj 
from tba ta/d-tUvirj momnHot; to tBM » iwl foi Qod tm th« bnefit of 
thor OTMft ; rad to diioU ttumiflvfi fiom Ite madeBUMtioa wUch tlw 
doarr* fbr their trauiksj' to tlis li^hti of imi. Stetini, That th< lAns* 
broBjU bj- abolitionuti aguDit tbi ngrthcRi shonh, that it i* tha hoIniA 

what. an ■»""-m'—'*J tl» nli^ona amuvaanj' "'—*'"f ; and aa a rpwiil 
niRrtratimi of ma mmiag, w* woidd pdnt to tha pc^sr-martiDg in tiw 
Winter Stnat Cbardi, whkh waa apmad with pnfai t^ the Be*. Nebamkh 
Adams — a man ttasding IxtiBi tha worid aa the oonfoiatd diam^oa at 
aSMxaj, and jtA ntainipg the onimpsiced caofidoiios and fidhmli^ at tha 
cTangdiul (M»-«alled) diDnhas.' 
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systematiciJIy perverted one of the dearest Christiaii 
iDJimctaons. Speaking very solemnly, the luhop 
proceeds: 

' When people die^ we kiunr of tmt tiro pUoM they h«re to go to ; 
•od oae U he^vea, the other hell. Sow, horeii ii ft pUoe of gn^t 
happinett, which God bM prepared for all that are good, where thej 
■httll enjoy reat ftom their labotm. And hell ia a place of grcat 
tormeiit and miteijr, wlure all wicked peo^ will be Aut np with 
the devil and otlm evil iptiita, and be pnnlibed for ever, becauw 
Aqr will iMt «erve God. J^ therefore, we would hare our knUi 
•aved br Chriit, if we woold escape htH, and obtdn heaven, we mtut 
■et aboat doing what lie require* of vb — that is, to lerve Ood. 
' Tonr own poor cdrcnmrtaneet in thii life ought to put ytm parti- 

cnlariy npon tbli and taUng can of your lOali Abnigfaty 

God bath been pleaaed to make yoa alavw berc^ and to give yvn 
iiothiDg but labonr and porer^ in thia world, which yon are obliged 
to nibmit to, aa it ia His will that it ibonld be lo. And think within 
ymmdvea what a torlUe thing it wonld be, after all your laboun 
aad anfRnnga in this Ufo, to he tamed into hell in the next llft^ 
and, after wearing oat yonr bodiea in aerrice here, to go into a fhr 
worse slavery when thia ia over, and your poor aonla he delivered 
over iato the posiesaion of the devil, to become hia alavet for 
ever in hdl, witbont any hope of ever gettii^ free from iti If, 
therafore, yon wonld be God's freemen in heaven, you moat strive 
to be good and serve Him here on earth. Tow bodiea, yon know, are 
Dot yoor own ; they are at the disposal of those you belong to ; but 
yonr predona aoola are still your own, which uotbiog can talce from 
TOO, if it be not yoor own fonlt. Consider well, then, that if yon 
lose yonr aonla by leading idle, vricked lives here, yon have got 
nothing by it in tMi world, and you hare lost yonr M in the next. 
Vat yonr liUmma and wickedneaa are generally found oat, and yonr 
bodiea sollte li» it bne ; and what ia &r worsen if you do not repent 
and amend, yonr nnhsiq^ soola will tofir for it hereafter. 

'Having thoa abewn yon tlie cbief dutiea you owe to yonr great 
Master in heaven, I now cooie to lay before yon the duties yon owe 
to yonr maateis and miatreases here npco earth. And Ibr this you 
have one general rule, that yon on^t always to c«rry in your miiids^ 
and tliBt is, to da all tervict Jir AtM a* if fom did it fur God liimielf. 
Poor OKBtnre* I you little conaider irtien you are id^ and neglectful 
o! yonr masteia' bnainesa ; when yon steal, and waste, and hurt any 
of tbdr isbttanee; when yon are san^ and Impudent ; when yon are 
tdling them lias and deceiving than; or when yon prove stubborn 
and *nUen,aadwillnot do tbeworkyonare set about without atrlpea 
and rvzation — yon do not con^der, I say, that what ftailta you are 
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gnU^oftOwtida jonr outers and mlittetm, an bnlti done agidiwt 
Ood iiitMif| who baA irt jout nuiten aitd mistreaKs over yon in 
Hii own itead, mud expects that joa will do for them jost b» 7011 
vcndd do fbr Him. And p«7 do not think that I want to deceive 
jvn when I tell jaa that jmsx master* mtd nutreata an God'M aver- 
mtn, kbA that, tf yen are fholtf towards them, Qod himadf wiH 
pmiiih Ton Mverd^ fin- it in Qte nest world, nnlesa 70a rqtent at it, 
and Btrire to make ameDila bj jovi Aithfiitnesa and diligence for Qn 
time to oome; fin Qod himself hath declared the same. 

'And in the flnt place, 7011 are to be obedknt and anttject fa> 

jonr maitcn in all things " AU lAwjr* i^aitoever ye vmtM 

tkal mm sisnU do talto yoH, do ye turn to mfo liat ,-" diat is, do 
h7 all mankind Jnat ai 70a mnild deiire tlie7 should do b7 70a, if 
Ton wne in their plaoei and Oh; in 70iin. 

*Kov, to rait this mk tOTtmrpartionlardiemnslancee. Suppose 
70a wcfe maslen and mis t r wao a, and had serrants nnder 7011, wonld 
70D not desire that yonr serrants should do their bDsioesa/intA/*<^ 
and kmally as well whcm yonr back was turned as while joa were 
looking over them ? Would jvn not expect that th^ sbonld take 
notice (J what 70a said to thcan, that thej should bebare thonsdns 
with respect towards you and yours, snd be as careftal c^ erery- 
thlng belMiging to you as 7011 would be yoorselvet? Ton are 
•crranta : do, thvefbre, as yon would wish to be done by, and yon 
will be both good serrants to your masters, and good serranta to 
Ood, who requires this of yov, and will lewaid 70a well ftrlt,lf yon 

do It finr the sake of cansdence, in obedience to Bis eommsnds 

Take care that yoa do not fret, w mnnnnr, or gmmUe at yonr 
GonditiMi ; for this will »at only nuke 70iir life uneasy, but will 
gieatly c^tod Almighty Ood. Ccoaid<r that it is not yoonelves — it 
is not the people you belong to— it is not the men that hare bnni^t 
yon to it, but it is the wilt of God, who hath by His proTidence made 
yon serrants, because no doubt, He knew that condition wonld be 
best for you in thia worid, and help yon the better towards hesTov 
if you would bat do jonr duty in it. So that an7 discontent at your 
not being free, or rich, or great, a* yon see some others, is quairdllng 
with your heavenly Master, and finding &ult with God himBelf. .... 
Hiere is only one oircnnutanee whldi may appear grievous QaX I 
shall now take notice of; and that is coMtacnoM. 

'Now, when eontctim Is given you, you either deserve it, or yon 
do not deserve it But whether 7on reaU7 deserve 11 or not, it is 
your duty, and Almighty God leqnina, that yioa bear it patiently. 
Yon may, peih^is, think that tliis ii hard doctthie ; but if yon 
consider it rightly, you must needs think otherwise ot It. Bi^pose, 
then, that yon deserve comatiaa g yon cannot bnt say that it is 
just snd right yoo ihonld ntcet with it. Suppose yon- do not, or 
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St least yoa do not detena k> ■uicli or so Nvore ft eenection for 
the fault yon have committed ; jou perh&ps tuTe escaped a greU 
many more, and ere at leait paid &r all. Or auppose yo« are quite 
innocent of what ii laid to yonr charge, and loffer imnigfaUy in 
that particular thing ; ia it not poesible yon m^ hara done eome 
other bad thing irluch wu never diicoTered, Hid that -Almighty 
God, who aav yon doing it, would not let yon etcape withont ponith- 
ment one time or anottkei ? And ought you not in aoch a caie to 
give gloiy to Him, and be thankful tlwt He would rather pnuiih yoa 
ia this life fbr yonr wickedness, than deaUroy yonr aonls &t it in 
the next life ? But siqipose that even thi« wm not the case— a caM 
hardly to be imagined — and that you h^ve by do meoiu, known or 
unknown, deaerrcd the correction you tuflfered ; there is this great 
comfort in it, that if you bear it patiently, and leave your cause in 
the hands .of Qod, be will rewaid you for it in hearen, and the 
punishment, yoa sulKr unjustly here shall turn to your exceeding 
great glory hereafter.' 

AU that need be said is— after this, anything 1 
Mrs Stowe {Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin) obaerves that 
such discourses only ' shew how perfectly nse may 
familiarise amiable and estimable men with a syetem 
<^ oppression, till they shall have lost all conscious- 
ness of the wrong which it involves.' The bishop, she 
adds, has since emancipated all his slaves. 

By way of variety, we shall conclnde with a quotar- 
tion from a recent work, entitled The Hireling and the 
Slave, by Williant 3, Grayson, published at Charleston, 
South Carolina, IS56. Mr Qrayson is a poet who 
devotes hia muae to the praise of southern institutions ; 
and thinks, with Dr Rice, that the negro is brought to 
America for wisely providential purposes, and that 
nothing can equal tl^ comforts of his position as a 
slave. Here is hia picture : 

' And yet the lifs, so unassalied by care, 
So blsMed with moderate work, with ample faio, 
With all the good tha starving pauper needi 
The happier slave oa each plantation lends ; 
Balb 6vm harasnng doubts and anmul fear<. 
He dreads no funine in unfruitfHil years ; 
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If huTNti bH, from buotpiciow tUes, 
Th« muter** providence bu food nipidiea ; 
No pauper* periih here for Tint of biekd, 
Or lingering Utb, b; &re^n bounty HA ; 
No exiled tr^ni of bomde** pewant* go, 
bi diiCMrt eUmea to telltiielT tales of vo : 
Far other fbrtnm^ tree from core and strife, 
Tai <iroik,.or bread, attend* the negro's life, 
And Christian slaTes may (challenge as their own, 
Tlie blesungs claimed in &bled states alone — 
The cabia home, not oomfortle** thoQ^ rade^ 
Iiigfat daily labour^ and abondant food. 
The sturdy health that temperate haldts yield, 
The cheerfiil »ong that rijig* in every Md, 
Hk long^ loud lau^ that freemen sddom ihai^ 
HeaTsn's boon to boaoma nnapimached by can^ 
And bcaaterous jest and humour muefiaed, 
Iliat leaTe, though rough, no painful sting behind ; 
While, Beetling near, to Mesa their humble lot. 
Warm social joys surtouud tbe negro'* cot. 
The evening dance its merriment impart^ 
Lore, with it* rapture, fill* their youthfiil bean*, 
And platjd age, the task of labanr donc^ 
Ei^oy* the summer shade, the winter sun, 
And, aa through life no pauper want he know^ 
Lament* no poot-honse puianoe at ila doae.' 

Mr GrayBon snliseqiieiitly tella his mind freely about 
tlie whole tribe of fkolt-fiaden vith akvery. Hn 
Stowe comes in for a lai^ share of coarse abuse. 
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The ntmil)er of elavea in the United States in 1850, 
as formerl; stated, vas S,204,31S. The ratio of 
iQcrease differs greatly in different states. While very 
rapid in the more sonthem, it ia comparati'rely small 
in the more northern slave states ; the explanation of 
tills heing, that there is s breeding and a consuming 
set of states. The increase of slaves in the whole 
slave states, was, between 1790 and 1800, 37'9 per 
cent. ; between 1800 and 1810, S3-4 per cent. ; 
between 1810 and 1820, 291 per cent ; between 1820 
and 1830, 30-6 per cent.; between 1830 and 1840, 
23'8 per cent. — the average of all these ratios being 
28*96 per cent These statsstics are ^ven in a well- 
digested compendiam of official docnments, by Messrs 
Chase and Sanborn,* who proceed to say : 'In 
1840, the sUve-exporting states, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North and Soath Carolina, Kentucky, 
and Tennessee, contained 1,479,601 daves. Had 
t^ey increased in the ratio of 28-96 per cent., the 
nnmber in I860 would have been 1,908,093. The 
actual number given is 1,689,158, being a difference 
of 218,935, or 21,893 for each year to be accounted 
for. Applying the same mte to the slave-import- 
ing st^es, we have the following result ; Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Louinana, Mississippi, Arkansas, 
and Missouri contained, in 1840, 1,002,031 slaves. 
Increasing in the ratio of 28'96 per cent., their 

* Th North and tkl SovA; a SMuUeal Vitie tjflht Cimd&itin ttf A* 
Frtt and Oa Shve Btala. tj Ktmj Chua lod CUrla* W. Suibom. 
Boatoo; 186S, 
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number in 1850 woold have been 1,292,219. The 
number given in the censos is 1,453,035 ; a difference 
the other way of 160,816, or 16,081 per year, wbicli 
tii^ had received by importation. The difference of 
nearly 6000 between the impwt and export may be 
accounted for by the following : a writer in the New 
Orleatu Argus, in 1830, saya — "The loss by death in 
bringing slaves irom a northern climate, which oar 
planters are nnder the necessity of doing, is sot lets 
than 26 per cent." And the planters in these states, 
wben advertising for sale a plantAtioa and a lot of 
negroes, always mention distinctly the fact that they 
are " acclimated "—if that be the case — as chancing 
their value.' 

According to tbe best information, the number of 
slaves annually sold from the breeding to the con- 
suming states is estimated tX 25,000. As r^ards the 
value of this amount of ' stock,' a conjecture may be 
• hazarded. The price-list famiehed to me by a dealer 
at Richmond in 1858, stated the value of 'best men 
18 to 25 years old,' to be 1200 to ISOO dollars; 'fair 
ditto,' 950 to 1050; 'boys 4 feet 5 inches high,' 500 
to 600; '^ris 5 feet h^h,' 750 to 850; and ' giris of 
4, feet,' 830 to 432. Since that time, slaves have 
considerably risen in price, and are continually rising, 
in consequence of the increasing demand for cotton. 
The average value of male and female n^roes raised 
for export, night now be moderately set down at GOO 
doHarSj at which price the total market-value of &9 
25,000 slaves sent southward every year is 15,000,000 
dollars. The negroes e^qnrted are asually between 
the ages of 10 and 25; nether in&nta nor dd 
persons being available for the purpose. The trader, 
also, leaves a residuum <^ d^ective stock, which 
although fed, doctored,' and dressed up for sale, cannot 
eadly be disposed of, even at very reduced prices. 
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I learned m America ib&t there are quack-doctois 
idulful in giving a sleek «ul robnat appearance to 
n^roes in poor health; bat from the sbatp acmtiny 
vbich I saw exerdsed by the bay»« at public auctions, 
I Bhonld imagine it to be much more difScnlt to push 
off a fimlty negio than a &nlty horse 

TaUng old and yonng, of every quality, die average 
value of slaves is quoted by Chase and Sanborn at 4M 
dollan each ; and on the basis of this calculation, the 
oitire value of the dares in the slave states, in 1860, 
iraa 1,280,145,600 dollars. The value of the &naB in 
the slave states in the same year vas 1,117,649,649 
dollars — excess in value of slaves over lands, 
162,495,951 didlars. The number of slaveholders in 
the slave states, in 18S0, was 846,048. If each of the 
slaveholders be valued at the average price of his slaves 
(400 ddlars), the united value of lands and owners 
wilt be 1,256,068,849 dollars, or a little less than the 
value of the slaves. 'Tbua,' observe our authorities, 
' has the industry and political and domestic economy 
of the slavdiolders, in two hundred and thirty years, 
been able to bring the value of their lands and them- 
selves nearly up to the market-value of their slaves; 
and all three together — lands, slaves, and slaveholderv 
— ^to nearly half the value of the property of the &ee 
states.' 

The contrast betweeu the northem and southern 
states is stron^y brought out. In 1850, the value 
<tf real and personal estate in the free states was 
4,107,162,198 dollars; the value of real and personal 
estate in tiie slave states, 2,936,090,737 dollars ; but 
deducting value of slaves, as above, the true value in 
alave states was 1,655,946,137. The whole area of the 
&ee states is 892,062,080 acres, and value of real and 
prasonal estate, in 1850, 10 dollars 47 cents per acre. 
The area of the slave states is 544,926,720 acres^ and 
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value of real and penbnal estate per acre, in I860, 
8 dollars and 4 cents per acre. According to &esh 
statiBtical retnms in 1856, the valne of real and 
penonal estate in the -tree states had tiien risen to 
14 doUan 72 cents per acre, and the valoe of t^e real 
and personal estate in the slare states had reached only 
4 dollars 59 cents per acre. The ralaation of the state 
of New York, in 1855, was l,401,28B,a!?9 doIlar»— a 
sum greater than the whole vahie of the slave states 
in 1850. The Talne of real and povonal estate (^ 
Massachnaetts, in 1850, was more than that (slaves 
excepted) of the states of Vi^nia, North and Soath 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and Texas. Massachnsetts 
measnres 4,993,000 acres; the six slave states JTui 
mentioned measure 317,676,320 acres. In Massa> 
chnsetts, the valne of real and personal estate per 
acre was 114 dollars 85 cents per acre; the valne of 
the real and personal estate in these six sUve states 
was 1 dollar 81 cents per acre. In ^t, says the 
authority before ns, 'Massachnsetts is able to bny 
and pay for considerably more than half the great 
empire of slavery, and have more money 1^ than the 
Pilgrims landed with at Hymonth ; while Fenni^lvania 
could easily buy oat the other half.' 

It is further shewn, from a dose analysis c^ facts, 
that the effects of slavery and freedom on the valne 
of adjacent lands is reciprocal — &e proximity <^ 
slavery lessening the valne in the &ee states, and the 
neighbonrhood of freedom rairing the valne in the 
slave states. The abolition of slavery wonld in a few 
years more than treble the value of all the lands of the 
slave states now under culture; and by such increaae 
of value, any loss by emancipation would more than 
compensate for the sacrifice. All this is proved 
heyond a doubt by figures. 

The contrast between North and South, with respect 
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to edaoatioH, libnries, and other sgencieB of BociaL 
aofmivemeat, is not less striking. Not to tire iridi 
iry statuAics, we aluU p^seot only a few of the more 
iwiarkable particuiBrs. The number of public schools 
iattie slave states is 18^7; in the &ee states, 62,433. 
Number of sdtolars la slave states, 581,861 ; in free 
states, 2,769,901, In the slave states, there are 
in priTOte academiea and schools, 104,976 scholars. 
Bat comparing the nnmber of pnpils at public and 
jwirate establishmenbi. North and South, the free 
states have a mqority of 2,241,046, being three times 
the entire immbei attending school ia the slave 
states. The money expended annually on schools in 
the slave states is 4^799,258 dollars} and in the free 
states, 9,287,709 dolhim. Ohio, a free state, is not 
quite two-thirds as large as Virginia; Virginia has 
77,764 scholars, and Ohio has 502,826. Virginia has 
been settled upwards of two centuries; Ohio, about 
uxty years since. Virginia occupies one of the finest 
situations in the world, on the coast of the Atlantic ; 
Ohio is a thousand miles inland. In 1854, Virginia 
expended for the edncatton of poor children, 69,404 
ddilars; for the maintenance of a pubHc guard, 
78,189 doUais. The New-England States, with an area 
leas than one-twelfth greater, appropriated 2,000,000 
dollars &r public schools, and felt secure without a 
guard. In the same year, Kentucky expended on 
pahHc schools, 146,047 dollars; Ohio, adjoining it, 
appropriated 2,266,609 dollsjs. The number of native 
white citisens who cannot read or write, in the free 
states, is 248,726 ; and in the skve states, 493,026— a 
number about twice as great, in a population of far less 
than half. . The number of native white adults who 
cannot read and write, in Tennessee, is 77,017, in a 
white population of 766,836; the number in New 
Yo&y Hiyiil, in a white population of 3,048,325. In 
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Vilnius, Hart are 75,868 native whites over twenty 
yean of age who can neither zeod tu» write; North 
CoEolina, 73,226; Georgiia, 40,794; Knrtoc^, 64,S40. 
The namher of white inhabitant* in the state of New 
Hampshire is 174,282. Among these, the suoaber of 
natiTe adnlts who cannot read and write is 898, or 1 
in 201 ; in Connecticat, it is 1 in 277 ; in Yennont, 
1 in 284; in Maaaadnurtta, 1 in 617. App]ying the 
same teat to the slaTe states — ^in South Carolina it 
is 1 in 7; in Virginia, 1 in 6; in North Carolina, 
linS. 

The total number of volomes in the public libraries 
in the slare states, ia 649,&77; in those of. the &ee 
states. 3,888,234—6 to 1. The Sunday-^hool libraries 
of the Niwth are nearly twice as great as all the collie 
libraries of the South. The very small state of Rhode 
Island baa more volumes in her libraries than VirgLoia. 
The daily press of the South issues 47,000,000 ct^es 
auunaUy; the North, 181,000,000 copies annually. 
One New York paper has a circulation about half as 
lai^ as all the daily papers ot the slare states. The 
number of copes of scientific papers printed in the 
dare states is 372,000; in Massachusetts alone, the 
number is 2,000,000 — more than five times as many. 

Chase and Sanborn give some useful explanations 
concerning representatbn. 'The number ot free 
inhabitants in the slave states is 6,412,606; and in the 
&ee states, 13,434,686. The number of freemen in the 
free states is, therefore, over 600,000 more than double 
the uumber in the slave states. The representation in 
congress is. from tiie slave states, ninety members, 
representing the 6,000,000 ; and from tilie free states. 
144, representing the 13,000,000. This discrepancy 
between population and representation arises from the 
&ct that, in determining the number of representatives 
to which each state ia Nititled, five slaves axe reckoned 
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eqoal to three fivemen. The 8^00,304 alaves, 
therefore, in the sUre itatea are reekoned equal to 
1,920,18^ freemen, and are repieieDted atxxMrdingl^. 
The Bl&res of the South hare, therefore, a TepreseDtatioa 
equal to that of the free states of New Hampshire, 
Yermont, Conneoticiit, Iowa, and Wisoonsia. Without 
the repreaentatiou allowed to siaTe property, tlie 
number of representatiTea &om the slave states would 
be 75, inatead of 90; and from the &ee states, 169, 
instead of 1 4dr -a gain of 80 in favour of the free 
states; making their representation double that of die 
slave Btates, even without the representation of Rhode 
Islsnd, Wisconsin, California, and Iowa. It will be 
seen that in the late severe contests in the House of 
Representatives, had freemen only been represented, 
the question would invariably have been decided in 
&vonr of &.e North.' 

Of the 346,048 daveholders in the slave states, it 
appears from the census tables, that ' 173,204 hold less 
than five slaves, leaving 1 72,844 who are holders of more 
than four slaves ; and if we deduct the numbers holding 
less than ten slaves, there will remun 92,215. The 
whole number of slaveholders, then, is less than 360,000, 
including females and minors. The number of voters 
in this class is therefore much smaller,' sheffing an 
immense balance in favour of the North, in point of 
power at elections. 

Then, take agricultural produce, th«« is tiie same 
pr^Kmderance in javour of the North. In 1850, the 
Value of the agricultural produce in the &ee states was 
358,634,334 dollars, or 342 dollars per head; in the 
slave states, 631,277,417 dolkra, or 171 dollars per 
head. ' The North,' adds our authority, ' with half as 
much land undw cultivation, ami two^thirds as many 
persons engaged in fuming, produces 227,000,000 
doltara' worth of agricultural produce in a year more 
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Amd Hie Soatli; twice »b nmcb <hi sn acre, and more 
tluai double the ralne per ]ie»i of erery penon engaged 
in &niii^.' TiuB occun, wlole the South paying 
nothifg in the form of wages for labour, haa better 
land, a moiK^nly of coUod, rioe, cane-BUgar, and neariy 
OD of tobacco and hemp, with above all, a climate 
yiddiog two, and aometlmea three, crops in a year. 

Compare South and North in the matter of mana- 
factores. In the slave atates, the capital eisjployed in 
mann&rtnraB ia 64^196,736 doUan; hands employed, 
lMi,101; anonal product, 86,116,281 dollars. Ab». 
garda the free atates, the capibd invested ia 467,016,720 
dollan; hands employed, 838,212; the annual product, 
942,882,801 doUam. The value of the produots which 
eatar into the commerce of the two sectionB, in 1860, 
iraa, for free atates, 1,877,199,963 dollan; slave stetes, 
410,764,992 doUara. While the North employs in 
commerce 188,271 hands, the South employs 70,166. 
The lei^h of railroads in the &ee states in 1854 iras 
18,106 miles; slave states, 4212 miles. Canals in &ee 
states, 8682 miles; slave states, 1116 miles. In 1856, 
the tonnage of vessda was five times as much in the 
North as in the South. The tonm^ built this year in 
Maasachuaetts was 79,670 tons ; in South Qutdina, 61 
tons. The tonn^e built in Maine alone was four 
times greater than tliat built in the whole slave states. 
Even of that built in the South, the tonnage is the 
work of northern and foreign mechanics. In the case 
of a dissolution of the Union, and hostilities between 
the Nor& and South, the highest naval science, and 
la^e amount of capital, would need to be called into 
requisition by the South, in order to protect its sevra 
thousand miles of closed sea-coast. 

The South is oontannally prelecting schemes for 
eitending commerce, manu&ctures, literature, every- 
tiuug ; but lutional wealth is not a resalt of talk, Imt 
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of combined intelligaice and indostry. Ad Bngfah 
trareller fears tli»t the Sooth will a^rarate its peon- 
liar inatitationB hj employing ilaTei in mano&ctarea. 
Snch ap^ebenrions are graimdleas. Skillnl labour 
infers education, and that is totally irreconcilBble with 
al&Tery, by maintaining irbicb, the Son& reatiictB itself 
to tltfi rudest kind of miakilled operations, teaTSi Ae 
finest water-poirer in the world anosed, places itself in 
a condition of dep^tdence on north^n ingenuity. 

Tbe extent of correspondence by letters is nnully an 
indication of the degree of mental and commereial 
activity. It appears that the amount paid for postages 
in the Sonth does not pay expenses of tran^^Kxrtation 
1^ over 800,000 <MIars, whOe the &ee-atate postages 
more than pay expenses by ot^ 2,000,000 doUsn. 
mbe slave states get iheit letters carried at the expense 
<^ the free states, which pay their own expenses besides. 
Ilie value of the chnzcfaes in the ^ve states is 
£1,674,681 dollars; in the &ee states, 67,778,477 
dollars. The chnrohes in New YoA equal in value all 
the (^lurches in the fiiteen slave states. 

These are instructive particulars. They condnaively 
shew the relative in£aior position of the South; and 
the wonder grows how a section of the Union whidi 
has so little to boast of, should have had the address 
to obtain supreme command. Folitiosl si^iremacy, 
however, cannot compensate for soml decay. As 
almost every natural aptitude for proaperify is in &vour 
of flie South, the only reasonable explanation of the 
backward coodititMi revealed by statistics, is the blight 
of slavery. On that, if the Sooth were wise, its mind 
should rest. Judiciondy difo-egarding all extraneons 
circumstances, we can imagine that its true coarse 
would be to consider whether slavery, though possibly 
advant^eous to a limited number of individuals, is not 
an ioaarmonntable obstacle to general prosperity. Not 
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tlone from offitnal Bt^iotic*, bat fiom a variety of 
detaib gathered from other aoaiees, we can see that 
davery ii an enor iu •octal economica, independently 
of its moral poUntiana. 

Slavery, aa haa been stated, gradually disappeared in 
the nortbem states, by the plan of allowing the slaves 
to die oat; all bom after a certain date being free. 
We observe, by the censna tables, that as lately as 
1820, tliere were in Bhode Island 48 aUves; Con- 
nectiout, 07; New York, 10,088; New Jersey, 7657. 
In 1880, there were in Rhode Island 17; Connecticat, 
26; New York, 75; New Jersey, 2264. In 1840, 
there were in Rhode Island 6 ; Connecticat, 17 ; New 
YoA, 4 ; New Jersey, 674. Advandag to 1850, the 
whde had died oat in Rhode IsUnd, Connecticnt, and 
New York, and there remained in New Jersey only 
286, is the character of apprentices. Slavey was 
abolished in New York in 1825, and this act of justice 
and humanity may be eeid to have taken place from 
a deliberate conviction that there conld be no sonnd 
prosperity or sodal advancement so long as the insti- 
tation lasted. Of the change efiected by emancipatioD, ' 
we have some aeooant iii the work of the late Mr 
Johnston, who vimtad the States on an ^licultnral tour 
a few years ago.* This intelligent observer resided 
fi)r some days with Dr Beekman at Kindwhook on 
the Hndson; and his host, referring to the times of 
slavery, mentioned the following circumstances, to 
which we call the attention of gentlemen in the dave 
states generally, and more particularly these in 
Maryland, Virginis, and Kentucky : 

' Those were the times when only the blacks laboured. 
The white man considered himself above labour. Tlie 
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vork of the dares had to mpport the irhite man aud 
his &niily, bendes themsdves and their own familiei. 
With the uaeless months to feed, and naeleH hacks to 
clothe, he was considered a Bucceasful farmer who conld 
make both ends meet. 

' It was then the custom for the white men, hoUi 
old onA joxaig, at a neighbonrhood, by eleven o'clock 
in the morning, to collect at tbe nearest pnblic-honBes. 
In many townships there were scorea of tiiese, and 
Kindorhook bad its share. Here they remained talking 
and drinking till early dinner-tim^ returned again by 
five in the afternocoi, and spent the evening, till pro- 
bably midnight, in drinking, gambling, cock-fighting, 
horse-iacing, or perh^ fighting among tbemselres. 
Idleiiess led the way to immorality, and to frequent 
ruin <m the part of the whites. 

'But when the abolition of dsvoy came — "Who 
will till our ianns?" it was asked; "we shall all be 
ruined." But gradually good sense overcame pre- 
jodioe. The freed blacks were at first hired as 
labourers, but white labour gradually took its place 
— and now " the dignity of labour" is the watehword 
of a powerful party in Uie confederation. The sons of 
Hie &rmer, instead oi spending their time in idleness 
and dissipatioQ, fiom a kind of necesmty, became 
first producers, and afterwards intelligent interested 
improves^. Old uncomfortalide houses gave way to 
new and commodious ones. Tbe outbuildings were 
enlaiged, improved, md made omamntal. Waste laud 
h^fl been brou^t into cultivation; fences erected titat 
will secure the crops ; the atoi^ changed into objecta 
oC beauty as well as profit; roads, bridges, school- 
houses, and churches completed — all these things are 
creditable to us, as we are now an industrious, thriving, 
intdligent, moral, and religions people. Such I have 
seen to be the Irnits of free labour ; and vrhereas in 
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flioM da^ money to booMr ondd warodj be mok 
with, I know Aat tiie mnl popalR&ii of 4000^ now 
Ihrrag zoBBd Ham plaoe, lure at least a million of 
doDan lent, and at interest This is the fearful ordeal 
vhich the growen of wheat by slaTe-labonr, in 
Maryland and Vii^ginia, dread to mcounter; though 
opcanence proTca it to be the saveway to ind^vendencc^ 
eondbrt, and wealth.' 

Are we to asinme that, for the aake of ea^porting 
fifteen tnilHmiK of doQan' worth of negtoea, annually, 
fiom Virginia and a^aoent atates, slavery ia inflicted 
like a cfaronie disease on the cmnmnmty? It is, we 
bdieve, st lead undeniable, that but for tjie power 
exerdaed by alare breedcTB and dealers, Virginia would 
apeedily be added to the number ttf £ree st^es. Olmated 
aaya there are in Virginia 'a ttary large number o^ 
Totera, atatingly desirous, either frcsn selfish or othei' 
mottres, tiiat the state should be free irom alamy.' 
But no candidate who advocated freedtmi, would be 
allowed to open bis mouth poblidy on the snlgect. All 
the ordinary meana of collecting assemblages would be 
denied hun ; all the newspapers, bar-room orators, and - 
dergy would be against him; and the poor traders and 
meehanicB, fearful of offiending their customers, would 
not dare to support him. Thus, local effi>rtB to sopporess 
slavery are, in jveaent rircomatances, im^vcticable. 

Mr Olmsted compsrea the start in life of a taaaet 
in the fiue state of Iowa, and that of a jdairter in 
Texas. Each has the same amount of cental. The 
lowan hires his labour, buys the best imjAements, and. 
besides, contnbotei to the conatruotion of chun^ea, 
sdioc^, railways, and other pnUic woriu. The Texan 
sinks his cajnt^ in baying n^;roes, and is embarrassed 
at the outset. He can help fonntrd no impFovements, 
can buy no improved implementa, but must emjAoy 
* sueh nide substitutes as his stupid, uninstmcted, and 
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vninterested slsfes caa mdify raske in fan ill-fimudKd 
iduitatioii irorkfiliop.' It u true, Ute keep of &e Blara 
is less than the imgei paid to th« five iroricmen ; yet, 
Oda is an illusory benefit The planter has to Bt^poii 
dd and yonng, oecssionany loae a alave by death or 
escape, and he livet in a morol deaart, tenibly annoyed 
mth his serrants, whtfm he declares to be the Isdeat 
rascals in existence. The lowan hires only those 
hands whom he lesUy wants. The wages he gives 
them axe apent in the neighboarhoodj and form a fimd 
lor ail kinds of pablio and private improvements. By 
means of these improvements — ^ndlways, for examine 
—the whole operations of HtB free-state ftrmer are 
&cilttated. His outlays letnm to bim fourfold. He 
is at ease ; ^» minds of his ddldren sxe not tainted 
by the sights and soDads which accompany slavery. 
If the Texan gets rich in dares, he has few pnUie 
advantages; and just as he attains opnlence, he finds 
that his lands sre becoming exhansted, and Ihat the 
IHrodoce of laboor is sennUy diminidiing. 

The answer of the pUntcrs to remonstranoes against 
tUvery would of course b^ that by no other meuts 
conld their sogar^ lice, or cotton plantations be cnlti* 
vated — there is no body of free labonrers, sappcwnf 
that tree labour was de^xable — were tiie daves eman* 
cipated, they would not work for hire, and consequently 
woidd become' a nuisance, as the Nortii declares the 
free coloured population to be. We can si^ipoBe that 
soch would be the aggr^ate answer; &a we have 
repeatedly seen something of the kind in tiie southern 
tunnpKpas. The answer is worthy irf more calm con- 
nderation from the opponents of davcry &an it has 
usnally received. 

To fortify its argtmient, the Sonfh sppeals to the 
case of the planters in the foitish West Indies; 
mined, as th^ alli^ by ananeipation. llie West 
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iMdian proprietary itbs in an onTholeaome condition 
in 1633, psrfatpa ai bad ai vis the Irish pro|irietBry, 
nstil rccliSed l^ the EneBmbered Estatss Coart. 
Foonblf, the Boatiiem proprietary, take it all in all, 
is not much better, m ire hear oacannia]lf of noithran 
hiddaa of mortgages — New York merdunts, proboU^ 
atandtng in the Bame relation to Zjomaiaiis as did those 
of Iflferpool and London to Jamiioa. 80 &r, tlien, 
there is perhaps some analogy between the finandal 
poeitum of American and Brita^ West Indian planters. 
That emancipation g>«atly diilocated labour in the West 
Indies, is beyond a doubt; nor conld such a snddes 
change take place without less or more social dirtcrl^ 
ance. The plans of gradual emancq>atiau porsned in 
the Northern states w&e, however, attended with so 
little difficulty to farmers, ncrtwit^tanding their fears 
on the subject, aa ought to convince the South that 
processes of emancipation are not in all circamstanoei 
minons. 

In the bouutifulnew of a sub-tropical climate, we 
are aware that persona of idle hal^ts, reared under 
£woed labour, will be indined to depend more tm 
simple natnial ptoduets for subsistenoe than on sailed 
wages. But from this state of demoralisatiou there 
is a rebound, as is instanced in the British colonies. 
Thinga right themtehet at last. On this point, we 
oaimot do better than ofKir some remarks whidi lately 
speared in aa ably conducted print, the AtUi^Iaverg 
Advocate : * 

'The impression, we believe, prevails among tin 
American planters, tliat the British West Inties are 
rapidly Betnming to a state of nature; and espeeiaily 
are fast abandoning the sugar-cane, as too much for 
the energies of free laboar. Hajipily, the commercial 

* Nombcr far ViUmrj 18ST. TwMdie, Strud, Loadoo. 
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returns ; dispel tliis ridicDlcns illusion. Slaverj' y/ia 
afaoliefaed by. the Act of 1833 ; the system of forced 
labour bang still continiied fw Bome ytan under tbe 
niame of ^jpreaticediip, and tbe monopoly by differ- 
ential duties remaimng onbnAen tintil 1845. If we 
take ibB pio^ice of tiie tbree years 1886, X84C, and 
1855, we shall see at a gfauce, ist, Thel&test achieve- 
ments of the slave system with protection duties; 
2dltf, The result of free labour without &ee trade; 
and 8dly, The most recent operation <^ a system doab^ 
free. In the first of the three selected years, our slare 
colonies (West Indies and Mauritius) ftmiished for 
home consumption only, 178,000 tims of sugar and 
molsssea; in the second, 180,626; in the thii^ 
311,631. Thus the free produce, instead of dwindling 
away in obedience to prediction, has increased about 
19 per cent. Still, wh^ defending tbe results of tiie 
great Britiah eqieriment from misapprehensioii, we ate 
&r &om denying that the curse of slavery has been 
redeemed by vast effort and sacrifice. Nor conld it 
be removed from the adjacent continent without still 
greater and more protracted loss, daring t^e transition 
to a better system. Under slavery alone do men es»t 
fiw: the mere soil's sake. With freedom, nature 
reaaserts her rights, and the soil is found to exist for 
tbe sake of men : and as in Jamaica, so iu America, 
tbe labourer, left at his own disposal, will be content 
with the kind and degree of work which sufSces to 
simply his customary wants. It is not reasonable to 
expect from the African, trained in the worship of 
idleness, a spontaneous and superiluoos industry. The 
energy which only the competition of numbers extcHrts 
from a white peasantry, will reserve itself for the same 
stimulus among the coloured races.' The writer 
candidly adds, that it would be ' a waste of time to 
discuBB the relative cheapnegs or dearnetB of free labour 
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iJt^iethtf. Saoli oonditions, we fetr, are preamit ovta 
s la^ asBK in tbe scmtjiem ■totoi, and oonttratn na te 
■daiit 4 pownfiil, though not permanent, econ^nis 
interest in fiiTonr of the exirtingf lyitem.' * 

The Sondi is, happily, not without examples ot 
mecessfnl free mral labour vithin the slare states. 
!I%ere are now flourishing colonies of New Englanden 
and othu settlers in Western Virginia, Scotch in 
C^eoi^ia, and more particularly Gemuma in Texas— 
these kttar already considerable in nnmbers. We 
shall immediately oaU attrition to the actxrant of 
a <liimng Gemum settlement given by Mr Olmsted, 
who vinted it in 1^6. The same writer has done 
good serriee to his country in describing the in- 
dustrial arrangements on a large riee-|dantation in 

O«o)^, belonging to a Mr X , whose treatment 

ef his ' servants ' is of the most exemplary kind. To 
all the slarea, ta[A:B are assigned according to their 
^3ility. Ilie tasks are so moderate, tiiat many finish 
their labour at three or four o'clock in the afternoon { 
and they can employ the rranainder of the day in 
labouring for themeelvea. They are allowed half-&(a« 
lots of land, besides a garden^ to cultivate on their 
own behalf. They are likewise at liberty to keep swine 
and fowls. All they do not need for themselves, they 
•ell. The fiunily of Mr X — - have no other soj^ly 

*'Atai«wtiB|lieldm tluM*iiqaiH<H)se,L<md<H], Jmpai; S, laS;, % 
ths purpo» of pnamting a UatimoniBl to Di UviDgstone, Ui Uontx^erf 
Mutin stated that he had inxatty Tinted the West Indies, to ascartun if ths 
emandpation of tlie slavea had prodoced roin there. " He fooad there a trre, 
hapi^ and puaperoDa population ; and, aiwaldng oommaciallj, tba Wtat 
tndiea now yielded mors nun, mgar, and othei prodoca, than it had nae dona 
dnring the enatence of slaveiT. Since tlie alralition of elaTsiy in the West 
Indies, not a drop of blood was ebed — not a single crime waa coniinitted — 
nor ivas there anj destnicHon of property throngliont the whole of the Wert 
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qf ponUry and eggi Hua wlut is lo obtained from their 
own ii^;zoet; ihey also pnrekam ^mo from them. 
3y these tuiotui mesoa, dm sUvea realise meaey, and 
Mtaally become creditor* of thdr master. At the 
time of Mr Olmsted'a vint^ Mr X — — owed his 
«Utw 1600 doUan. 

The picture here pxeaented is truly snggestiTe. Wa 
■re mre our readers vill be glad to see ^le result at 
which Mi Olmsted arriTes, 'The ascertained prac- 
ticability of thna dealing with bUtcs^ together with the 
obnoufi advantages of tiie method of working them 
by ta^, which I have described, seem to me to indi- 
cate that it is not so impracticable as is generally 
■opposed, if only it was desired by those having the 
power, to r^ddly extingaish slav^, and while doing , 
m»t to edueate the n^jo for taking care of himself, in 
freedom, t' Let, for instance, any slave be provided wiiJi 
all tfahiga he will demand, as far as practicable, and 
charge him for them at certain prices — ^btmest, market 
^ioea 6a his necesEdtiea, higher pricea fiir harmless 
luxuries, and excessive, but not abaolntely prohibitory, 
^oea for everything likely to do him harm Credit 
him, at a fixed price, for every day's work he does, 
and for all above a certain easily accomplished task in 
s day, at an increased price, so that bis reward will 
be in an increasing ratio to his perseverance. Let the 
prices of provisious be so proportioned to the price of 
taskwork, that it will be about as easy as it is, now 
for him to obtiun a htxe subsistence. When he has 
no food and shelter due him, let him be confined in 
solitude, or otherwise punished, until he asks for 
opportunity to earn exemption from punishment by 
labour. 

•When he desires to marry, and can persuade any 
woman to marry him, let the two be dealt with as in 
partnership. Thus, a young man or young woman will 
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In xttTBctin^ Bomewliat in pnportioa to liis or hoc 
repatstion tot iodnstiy and pior^csice. Tlras indwtzj' 
and {HVTideDoe iriU become faehkaiable. Oblige ihem 
to pnrcboce food for tJieir duldren, and let &sia- hare 
tbe benefit of their cbildren'B hibouF, and they irill be 
careiiil to teach titrar diildiai to avoid waste, and to 
hoDonr labour. Let those who hare not gained credit 
frhile hale and jmmg, suffideot to enppart themselrea 
in comfort when prevented by age or infiraiity &om 
farther labour, be sapported by a tax upon all Gte 
negroes of the jdantation, or of a community. Im> 
provid^tce, and pretence of inabiliiy to labonr, trill 
than be diagraeefol. 

' When any man has a balance to his credit eqnal to 
bia value as a slave, let that conatitnte him a &ee man. 
It mM be optional with him and his emjdoyer, wh^her 
be shall continue longer in the rdation <^ Bonvnt. 
If desirable for both that he should, it is probable that 
he will; for uidess he is honest, prudent, industricma, 
uaA diacreet, he will not hare acquired the meana <tf 
purchasing Ins freedom.' 

Our author adds, that Back a aystem would partake 
of the emaocipatioQ law of Cuba, where, he says, 
' every slave has the privilege of emancipating himself, 
by paying a price which does not depend upon the 
sd£sh exactions of the masters; hut it is either a fixed 
price, or else is fixed, in each case, by diaiuterested 
appraisers. The consequence is, that emancipations 
are eonstaaUy going on, and the free people of coloor 
are becoming enlightened, cultivated, and wealthy. In 
no part of the United States do th^ occuj^ the h%h 
social poBitiou which they ei^oy in Cuba.' 

It is exceedingly to be regretted, that tbe South, 
- for whatever reason, should reject expluiafaons on 
matters of this kind ; for from the facts above advanced 
from credible authontiea, the jdanters do themselves 
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iaBB tliMi jnatioe b; the course they have hitherto 
tkoQglit fit to pxmie. Perhaps tiiey unite in the 
einamon bdief, that cotton could not ponibly be cnltil- 
Tsted hj free white labow. OlmBted's description t^ the 
^Qerman colony of Nev-&annfdi, in TexaSj pats this 
notion to flight. He found hundreds of smoll farmB 
on vhich cotton was cultivEted yeaz alter year by white 
furmera and their familieB — 'the result, a total of 
800 baleSj which, at Galveston, brought from one to 
two cents a pound more than that produced by slave*, 
oning to the more careful handlhig of white and 
personally interested labour.' He adds, that these 800 
bales, though a drop in the bucket to the whole crop, 
are a very substa&tial evidence of the posnbilitiee of not 
only white, but well-r^ulated free labour in the South.' 

We caa readily understand that the present ui^ent 
demand for cotton, indisposes planters to run any risks 
in exchanging slave for free black, and it may be, free 
white labour. They must at the same time fed, how- 
ever, that their tenure of slave^property is iar from 
secure — that they sleep on a vtJcano, wMcb may any 
day overwhelm them and their possessions— or, at the 
very least, that, from revelations recently made of 
southern policy, the sentimentB of every civilised nation 
are setting more steadily against them. 

There are other consideratioiis. We have reason to 
believe that a considerable and steadily directed effort 
will speedily be made, in Qreat Britain, to procure sup- 
plies of cotton from India and Africa, where, by means 
of cheap labour, improved machinery, railways, English 
capital, and other advantages, it is hoped tbat the cotton 
produce will rise materially in quantity and quality. 
This effort arises from no bad feeling towards American 
planters, hut from the circumstance, that they cannot 
send us a sufficient supply of cotton, great aa that is — 
1,758,801 bags in 1856j the total consumption of all 
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kindf of cotton id GLreat BritaiD, per annum, being 
2,468,160 packages, and more wanted. It is not 
e]q>ected tiiat the demand fbr the finer kinds of 
American cotton will be lessened ; yet, the snccessfnl 
opeaing of &esh fields of culture could hardly fidl to 
act in the usual way of competition, by lowering prices, 
and ultimately diverting trade into new channels. 
The anti-Blayery party in England look witb no Ktfle 
interest on ^a morement. 
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Ths reader bui been oondocted through s hittorf — 
tsueh as it is — of American fim«rj, and been made 
acquainted with some prominent featuraa in ita 
chaiBcter. He perceiveB that, as a careiully noHriehed 
inatitation« it imparU a tone to the vhxAe sodal system 
of the United States, interveaves itaelf with the 
national constitationj hiwB, ufia^^ee, sentimenta^ the 
most vital principles of public polity. 

Though marreUons in many respects, this institotion 
has not Beemingly attained its full proportions. It is 
BtiU growing. Sixty-seven years ago, under a million-^ 
now approaching five millions — aoon there will be ten 
mUliona of human beings in the condition of ' (battels 
personal' — a nation of slarea within a nation of free- 
men, a people dangerous in their numbers and sense 
of wrongs, dangerous as an engine of intestine disoordj 
in the event of hostilities with an unscrapuJons fcoreign 
eaesoy. 

Can no practicable measures be devised to arrest this 
monster fcvil in its desolating course? We may be 
better able to reply to this inquiry after gUndng at 
the causes which hare conspired to bring about 
present results. 

Fh-tt, and at die foundation of the whole Duschief, 
lie the proviriouB of the foderal constitution, which, as 
formerly diewn, pledge the whole states to maintain 
Blarery inviolate in any individual state where it esiits 
— which authorise a method of representation in the 
Hotise of Bepresentativea, based on a certain numerical 
proportiou of alares; whereby the southern faction 
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gains thirty votes — and which, by giving natioosl 
efficacy to a fugitive slave iaw, hiing the vhole counby 
-nithiu the operation of eoiiQL^m in^totiona. 

Practically, the constitution of the United States is 
incapalJe of change. To amend it, there would need 
to be a very efiec^ve rousing of pablic Ceeli:]^ through' 
out the varioos states. CongiesB must be besieged witli 
petitions — Trbich would have little effect, constituted 
as that body now is. Sappomng tiaa difficulty to be 
overcome, a proposal for amendment must be concurred 
in by two-thirds of both branches of oongreM — 
hopelees. Supposing this difficulty also overcome, 
conventions to take the matter into consideration 
must be called by the l^islatnres of the sev^ial 
states. I^astly, the decisioQ of the conventdons must 
be ratified by three-fourths of the states ; by whidi is 
inferred the consent of rax of the slave states— hopeless. 
To all appearance, therefore, reform is constitutionally 
impossible. 

Second. With such constitutional advantages in its 
favour, as well as by superior address, the southern 
party has obtained Buch political supremacy, as ^lables 
it to secure northern votes. Having thns a majority 
in congress, it has from time to time, by legislative 
measures, extended slavery over newly acquired terri- 
tories; and judging from recent elections, it has noT a 
greater pover of doing so than ever. 

Third. Northern selfishness, 1:^ which fi^eedom and 
independence are bartered for place, pay, commercial 
monopoly, and other material interests. 

i^oMf/A^although this might almost be placed first 
— ^There is the universal desire to su[^>ort the Union, 
which, having attained great eminence and glory, is, 
right or wrong, idolised to a very extraordinary degree. 

fifth. Fears of destroying this obj«3t of worshqi, 
along with the blinding effects of political partisanship. 
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prodnce a FuUic Opimon that acts despotically io snp- 
pressiiig freedom of E^teecb ; wherefore, all who express 
a detestation of slavery, and agitate for its restriction 
or estinctioQ, are proacribed as ' aboHtionista ' — a name, 
in popidar acceptation, eynonyinoiis with everytUng 
that is infamom. 

Sixth. The propagation of corrapt doctrines by 
religious teachers of almost every denomination, to 
Hie effect that slavery is an iDBtitution beneficently 
designed by Providence for the spiritual welfare of its 
victims. And along with this agency may be classed 
the dissemination of pro-slavery Bentiments, and the 
ridicole of anti-alavery eSbrts, by a great part of the 
press, which takes its tone from Public Opinion. 

Seventh. The pr^ndice respecting colour thronghont 
tJie greater part of the free states; and the notion, 
generally, that the negro is from nature of an inferior 
and servile race. 

Eighth. The continoally growing demand for cotton, 
fa^re which every consideration of humanity, or dread 
(^consequences, disappears. 

Some other causes m^ht be assigned ; as, for 
example, party violence by mobs at elections, by 
idiich quietly disposed and respectable persons are 
driven from the field of politics, and power handed 
over to those who aim as much at selfish ends as the 
public advantage. And then, to account for these 
scenes of violence, as well as for much newspaper 
abuse, we might allude to the strange practice of dis- 
charging almost all goveniment-officers and appointing 
new ones, according to political changes, by which 
a state of disorder is kept up in the country by all 
classy of office-seekers. 

Ont of this complication of causes, we leave any 
one to say how American slavery is to be alleviated. 
Ckmgvesa has only a power of restraining it from 
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entering the territories — anderea tbia po^er ift not 
nndiBputed. Slavery can Ik legally abolished only by 
tihe Beparate action of each individual state ; and Withik 
ttCh slave state there exuita a danlinatiI^; power, 
apparently impervious to any Teosonahle proposition 
on the Bulgect. Not even the respective le^slatores 
of these states could relax the slave code, -without a 
very general consent of the people. lu the matter 
of slavery. Vigilance Committees are above all lavr. 
And measures for emancipation, snppo^i^ them 
attempted, might be followed by revolution. 

It is not to be sapposed that an evil so conspienoas, 
so fraught with probabilities of mischief, and, to ftay 
the least of it, so damaging to the characttT of tbosft 
by whom it is cherished, ahonld have escaped the 
notice of Americans. But unfortunately, it has never 
attained the position Of a public or generally discussed 
question — ^It seems as thot^h an impression pi^ailed 
that nothing could be made of it, or that for certain 
reasons it was improper to speak of it at all. Slavery, 
in short, is a kind of tabooed subject in the States. It 
is not an agreeable thing to think of, certunly not to 
talk about. 

"When tourists, in their curiosity to arrive at the 
truth, refer to this grievous evil, they find little to pat 
in their note-book. The best they get is the pious 
remark, ' that slavery is one of those sad evils which 
will doubtless pass away in God's own good time.* 
And, thus, worthy people consoling themselves with a 
highly edifying sentiment, go placidly to sleep, and 
leave slavery to take its chance. It must be deemed 
odd that this great people, renowned for their shrewd- 
ness, should for any reason shrink f^om the open 
discussion of a social question which so intimately 
concerns their welfu«. ' Abolition ' haunts them like a 
spectre. Let us h&ve a look at this terrible apparition. 
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A nnmber <^ years ago, there s|Knmg up 8uti-»l«rery 
societies, diflering considerably in their views. Some 
of the older asBodatioDa have disappeared, others vitii 
more Titality have become permanent. The Americui 
Auti-Blaver; Society, located at New York, takes tho 
lead among existing institutions. Hassachosetts has 
several aasodations in vigorous operation, the chief on^ 
as we believe, being called the Massachnsetts Anti> 
slavery Society, which began in 1833, uid holds annual 
festivals of much omtorical importance. This society 
was formed 'on the ground of the Absolute Sin of 
Slaveholding, and the Duty of Immediate and Uncon- 
ditional Emancipation.' The president ia William Uoyd 
Garrison; and among the office-bearers or adherents 
are other leading abolitionists — Wendell PhitUps, 
Samuel May, Edmund QttinceT', Maria M. Chapman, 
Lucy Stone, Lucretia Mott, and Theodore Farker. 
The abolitionists, represented by these and similar 
BooetieSj will make no compromise on the sulgect of 
slavery; nor do they design to work throi^h religions 
or political organisations. They declare, there is an 
inherent wickedness in slavery, with which there can 
be no association. It is not clear to us from their 
writings what is their plan for effecting 'immediate 
emancipation.' We presume, they merely insist that 
the whole of the slaves should be instantly liberated, 
without compensation to owners, and without any 
preparation, edocational or otherwise, for the enjoy- 
ment of freedom. A number of the members are 
Non-resistants — a class of persons who repudiate the 
federal constitution, and decline to take any part in 
elections. Those who entertain t^ese ul^a vievrs, 
desire to dissolve the Union, in order to be ratirely 
rid of any connection with the South. 

Next com^ the Liberty party, which also advocates 
immediate emancipation, but does not ihink so badly of 
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&e OHiEtihition, vaA accordingly is opposed to a dup 
Kdotkm of iha UnioD. Its members do not mUidraiir 
from &eir durdt rdatioiu, on accoaot of Blavery, aiiti 
hope to effect their purposes by moderate meaacv 
Msnj (^ the puty are connected irith socifitiea, which 
rdy oa the diffusion oi idigkins hnovledge in tbp 
Sooth as one of the best pluas fw promoting aati- 
alareiy Kutimenta in that qnorter. 

"We bdieve the Liberty pwty is now pretty jteoAf 
BiraUowed up in the new Republican party. Europeane 
haTe heaid much latdy ctf the SepablicaDa, and it is 
intereBtang to know what really ia their anti-slaTexy 
doctrine. In point of fact, they are not abolitioni^ at 
all. Ko doabt, many members would wish immediate 
emaoe^tion, and their papers and orations in lavoar 
of hberty are noexcepttonable. But the m^abers gene- 
xfdly axe only Free-soilera. They disclium any iutenti(»i 
of meddhng with elsTory where it exists, and will be 
satisfied witii sedng it kept ont of the territories, which 
would denbtlesa be a great pmnt gained. They do not 
advocate a dissolution of the Union ; though it is not 
unlikdy, should other projects fail, that they will 
come to that. They have confident anticipations of 
carrying Fremont as jK^sident in 1860, and live on in 
this hope. To this great political orgaaisation belong 
Charles Sumner, Hall, Giddings, Chase, Heniy Ward 
Beecher, Seward, and Horace Greeley. 

Finally, we might mention the party called Union- 
savers, represented by Fillmore, who look upon slavery 
as a bad thing in principle, but deprecate all agitation 
on the subject. By lending themselves politically 
to the democrats, they sink the question of slavery 
altogether, and serve materially to impose that restraint 
on free opinion which is so injuriotis to the canae (tf 
freedom. 

It will be observed that among these parties there 
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» only one entttied to be railed tme abolHioimta ; aill 
tibe otfaeiB postponing At question of emandpotion, 
«r snbcoidHuitiDg it to oeztaia political and rd^ia 



' As a reason for penecnting abolitionists, it has been 
allied that tbor objeet is to stir np miscdiief in the 
South ; that hj means of tracts and other agenciert, 
they endeavour to spread incendiary dootriaes, and 
place tiie a>wneni of ahiTes in constant danger ctf 
^xnsDrrection and loss of property. It is farther 
-alleged, that the laws against teaching slaves to read, 
sre a consequeice of these attempts to promote dis> 
content throni^ the press j and that die proceedings 
of abolitionistB generally having greatly exasperated 
^e slaveholders, the conditioD of slaves vas soir very 
mat^ yrone than if there bad been no abolition 
movement. There is perhaps some truth, but also 
some error, in these Btatemeats.* 

It may, we think, be candidly admitted, that the 
nltra-abolitionists — hke the old English PuritaQS and 
the Scotdi Covenanters — take ertreme rievs of the 
sut^ect, ere rather intractable, and, irom consdentions 
but not extensively appreciated motives, do not scrapie 
to denonnce -n-hat they consider to be a great national 
'Bin. Thus, they give ofence. Their language ia occa- 
sionally coarse and irreverent. For example, one of 
Garrison's common expressions is, that 'the United 
States eonstttntion is a Covenant ivith Death, and an 

*JiMa3iM$ t« the Baltimort Amerioan, dares ire IMW itmUt b«tter 
treated then foriDeilT: 'Thongh abaUtioniBta ttaj diigniw tlie fact, the 
genenl entrrot of legislstiDn it tbe South for yean past baa been in fsionr 
of the elave. Hia righta hare been mora looked after, hJi peincm better 
fntmbaa-, aadKhtn tbow ends bore met bemMHi^^piHitin enaetnwt, 
the gradual but inn bflaeDoe of tin mord. uutbiuiit of tha people has 
tended pncticillj to the most benefidal amelioration of hia condidoD.' 
If this be eoirect, what tiecainei of the cbsrge that tlie proceedings of 
abalitioniata have greatlj aggrsTated the )iiidihlpg of the slaTei ? 
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Af|^«eiimt iriDt Hell' — an sbiue of BcriptnnJ pbnae- 
ology not euottj' afieoidant wlA modava notioiiB. {t 
flUy be •Iw sUowBd that the anti-slavery eanie has 
been inllied by tuueemly party differenceoj and that, 
»l«irning the SKoai qualities of scotanans, its adhemita 
bave too t^ea demonstrated a spiiit of intoleranoe 
and persecution. 

Until very lately, wb vera dispoBed to think that no 
abc^tjonists bad gone the lengtii of recosunendiiii^ 
insnirectiDn «a a meaoa of abolitimi ; and stOl it Tould 
be bard to fix the chai^ of doing so on tbe whole party 
whioh ihould in justice apply only to a few of the leas 
pcodait members. We here allude to certain propo- 
ntions of Frederick Donglaas, in his newspapw fca 
isovember 26, 1856, in vhich be appears to contend 
for the right and duty of revolt.* Qarrison, on tiie 
other hand, who is in many respects a remu-kable man 
— liold, independent, and indefatigable — has, we bebeve, 
al\>ays disclaimed an appeal to physici^ violmoe, and 
by the focce of his character has stamped a pacific 
policy on the movemrait with whidi he is associated. 

Whatevfff may have been tbe optnions entertained 

* ' Wliila wa led haaai is dm kII oar povecs cf ptiraBuion uid (Tgoiaeiit ; 
W ««lccme everj inttrnlHBiitilitj tlut prooisea la pescefiill; dcttiaj Out 
p«rpetual iHintemner of God's lauB, and distotber of a nation's pcKco — 
SUverj i we jet feel that it« peac*fiil annihilation is almost iiopeleaa, and 
bcnu Bland hj the doctrines ennndated in tliose resolvUonj, and contend 
tint the dan's tjgbt to revolt is perfect, and onlj want* the AMDmaN of 
fiTbunble oiiciunatanMa to become a dotf. .... We cannot but abtitlder 
S4 VF call to mind tbe hDitora that have eier nUriced Bcnlle tnsniractlmla — 
we would avert them if we conld ; but eball tbe miUiani fiii ever labmit le 
robbery, to mmder, to i|;norBnce, and every nnnamed evil nliicb sa iire- 
tposuhle tyranny can deviie, becanea tbe overtbrow of that tyranny would be 
prodnctiva of boiron? Wa aaj not. The noaH, wben it corne^ will be in 
exact proporlion b) Iba wnaigi inflicted; turible ai it niU be, wa aos^ and 
hope for it. Tbe slaveholder baa been triad and acnteneed, bia e: 
only waits the finish to the training of bii execationsrs. He 14 
own eiecntioneis.' 



D,o,i,7.d.,Goo(^lc 



WBAf H TO Ba DOHB? ITS 

rMpwtii^ ab^itionut doctrines, the time hat oome 
whtsi. thej imut be apdien of at least in tanna of 
Q(t^a»li(HL Tiie occTmeucea of the Ifttt tw^ve 
nwptliB have immeaBiirably adviuiced the Bnti-ilaveiy 
MBtein tbemindiofEtiropeaiuj and we may add, tfaat 
tm tbfi relatire aituatioa of aboUtianist^ and Blaveliolden 
a new and more diatiiict light has been thrown. The 
re«rat declaration by leading o^aos in the South, 
that »d4very wa« there and there &a ever — that no plan 
of emfmciptrfiQB would be liatened to— that alavery is 
tk natural and proper institntaon — that &ee society has 
been a failure — ^tbat &0 whole free coloured and poor 
white population of the States should be re^uoed to 
peipetnal bondage — that the iiireign Blave trade ought 
to be rerired — together with eolo^ea on slavery by the 
Gofemora of a state, and also l^ a President of the 
United States— declaraticHu by tiie highest authorities 
that there ia an inherent vitality in slavery which will 
Insure ite illimitable growth ; and a distinct avow^ of 
the design to absorb new oountriea fiar the sake of 
protecting and greatly extending the institution — these 
estnundinaryannonncements, along with the unprovoked 
and unredressed outrages committed by Missourians in 
Kansas, the brutal assault of Brooks on Mr Sumner, 
not to speak of other barbarities, defended and gloried 
in — all this, we say, entirely altera the aspect under 
which we are to view the operations of the abolitioniste. 
As long as the world was und^ the impreasion that 
a calm consideration of emancipation was postponed 
in consequence of the intemperate harang;neB of what 
were deemed a body of fonatics, ihe slav^lders com- 
manded that degree of sympathy which was thot^ht 
to be due to their undesired and very unfortunate 
situation. But now, with the fects before us, we are 
at a loss to see how the matter is to be treated in 
the same indulgent spirit, 
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Latnmting tlie past mdenefls vitli wbich sboUtiaoafa 
have preiBed tbeiir opinioiis — ^b^eving titey iroold 
bsre more succenfnlly promoted tbcsr taroM hf using 
milder pemiaBiveB— persons of enlarged vieva Tffll 
joui OS in looking liejoad tbe Faneail Hall and Bsefeor 
Hall aspect of ihe anti-slaTeiy cause. Tliis canse is 
not to be regarded merely as it afiecta the blaelu, but 
tbe whites — not merely tJie South, but the Nortii — 
not merely the United States, but the whole family of 
maaldnd. All the ocHnmanities on earth are interested 
in the B<dutioii c^ this mighty qnestitai — ^which, like 
other social qneations of any oonseqneocej has had to 
pass |H^marily through the hsndfi of agitators who core 
little for conventional respectalnlitieB. Tbe qwaiion, 
we apprehend, has now got beyond the narrow epheite 
of anti-slavery societies. Supposing, that the whole 
of the associations were dissolved and done with, tiiat 
no anch men as Ganispn, Wendell Phillips, or Sumner 
were in eustoice, we return to general principles, and 
hope it win not be thought intrusive, if we ask the 
American people to be so good as explain, what thty 
pn^oie to do mik /our tnillwjtg of negro slaves and 
their progeny ? 

Abcditdon principles are said to be making pn^reea 
in the North. The protracted stragg^ in Kansas 
aSards evidence of a de^re somewhere, to ontflaok 
slavery on its own ground. Still, there is a universal 
disiuclinatioa to meddle with southern institutions. If 
we admit that an important end is gained by excluding 
slavery from Kansas, is there not the great south and 
south-west at disposal? From Texas and New Mexico, 
a number of new slave states may be carved out. We 
are aware that by the more semguine class of American 
writers, it is confidently believed that Mesic(^ peopled 
as it is by mixed breeds hostile to American usages, will 
form an impregnable barrier to 8lavei7 in the eouth- 
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vest. Hoir like one of the delnnTe ibnciea ordinerily 
indolged on tbe sul^ect ! With pover in the hands o£ 
■-&© pro-shtTcry party, and nnder a pretsnre fop labonrj 
ike absorpdnn of Meiico, Centnd America,' and Cuba ia 
only a qnestioa of time and expediency. 'lUbe Tety 
mixtnre of breeds in Mexico invites aggrearion. In the 
growing scarcity and oosUiness of negroea, there lies in 
that doomed eonntry ample material at hand, ready for 
Beiznre and inter-state deportation. For any^ng the 
la-esent generation can tell, the Soat]i, Mexico indoded, 
may, some hnndreds of years hence, form a great free 
repnblicof blacks, the refnge of oppressed colour. Sncb, 
indeed, is Hkely to be the case; bat before ^t era 
comes round, what suffering, what conTidsions, what 
bloodshed ! 

Slavery, we repeat, is seemingly destined to posh far 
beyond ita present limit*. Is no check practicable ? 

The Constitution — it can do nothing. 

The KepubUcans — they possess little political power ; 
and besides, they propose to act solely through the 
oonstitntion. 

The North — the majority of its representatives 
faithless; confidence in politicians gone. 

He Anti-slavery Societies — a scattered body, with 
unfashionable views, and no political weight. 

Enlightened Opinion — suppressed by mob violence and 
outvoted ; the less opulent and more numerous daases 
being democrats, and supporters of the slave power. 

Tbe South — resolute in maintaining its institutions, 
and master of the situation. 

Patience : the next decennial census will add to the 
number of members in congress from the free states; tbe 
free states will be increased in ntmiber by Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Or^on, and Washington — perhaps so ranch 
the worse; more democratic votes, more political 
manoeuvring, more slavery ? 
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lime ezuts R hope of modifying aixvery, 1)7 a 
diTerncm of the cotton tnde from Ameiicaj and by 
a zenumtl of pntecttre dotiee. A ftllbig off in Hus 
demand for Americaa cotton^ hy leMcning the demuid 
far BcgToes, ntjnld ^Ebot the daTe-hreedin^ states, and 
dispoae than to adopt fi-eedom. By the remoTal of 
piotection, the present compact between NorUi and 
Sondi woidd be greatly shaken. The {ormet prant 
IB for the consideration of Englishmen j the latter fbv 
tliat of Amwicans. 

There is another hope to which we may call attention. 
It is tiie possihility of creating a free state ia Western 
Teua, by means of the Oerman and other Bnropean 
immigisnts who have settled in that i^ve section of 
the Union. Whether the Free-Boilrars may here be able 
to outflank darery, is doubtiiil ; hut the attempt will 
be made, and the people of England need not be sur- 
prised to learn tluit the outrages by slaveholdas in 
Kansas are re-caiacted on a scale of greater desperation 
near the shores <rf the Qolf of Modoo. 

We woidd not willingly resign onr fidth in the raqn- 
oily of Americans for overcoming dangcas and difficnl- 
tiea. Tbey possess a wonderfid power of rallyii^; when 
things are at their worst Some grand movemeaitj ineiored 
by virtoons indignation and despair, may dislodge 
the oligarchy which controls pnhHc polity on the dave 
question. New Wasfaii^tons, Franklins, and Quincey 
Adamsea may arisej to sustain the canse of freedom, 
now bssdy prononnced to be a fitilnre. It is oonsohi^ 
to know tiiat sndden and nnforeseen changes for the 
better take place in the social as in the physical 
atmosphere. Luther's reformation was predpitated by 
the sale of some paltry indulgences. The iexr ot 
abohtionism, which now, like a superstition, hangs over 
the United States, preventing the dispassionate con- 
sideration of a subject of momentous concern, may. 
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from Bome unfontem acaaa, be opeedily and hi^fily 

Xiooking st nuttten m Qiey lUnd, lunrarer, nuking 
every allowanee for contingeoioiei, ve sorrovMIy sdinit 
that these ereotB do not aeem probable. To be quits 
plain : there appear — at leaat on the flur&oe — to be but 
two ei^edients, by vhich this fearMly embarraawd 
qoestton ia to be solved — Bevolotion, Insorrectionj both 
to be earnestly deprecated. 

Lately, apart from the old-Bchool abolitioiiistej there 
have qrong up locietiea in Maasachuaetts and oihex 
qoaitera, with the distinetly ftrofeaaed ohjeot of dia. 
Bolring the Uoicm ; in order that the &ee states may 
no longer be associated with, at made renponiiblfl for 
slave uutitntions. Which states are to be disonited, 
these sooetiee do not mention ; that apparently being 
left to cbance. They expect to operate through pefi- 
ti(HU to congress — ^hopeleM. The law, nnchangeahle by 
peacdiil means, is against them; and with the nniver. 
Bally prevailing respect for the Unicm, which with 
AmericuiB is a kind of sub-religion, we do not imagine 
that the doctrines of the Disnnionists will meet with 
wider acoqrtnnce than those of the Abdidonists, of 
which they are only a new version.* 

By writers who have taken notice of this new mora* 
numt, Dieoaion is disapproved of, on the grmmd that 
if efiected, slavery would be maintained with greater 
vigour in the South ; they even speculate on tiie pro- 
bability of some millions of abject whites in the southern 
states being made slaves. We think differently. The 
withdrawal of the northern states &om the confederacy, 
whether peacefully or by armed force, would so diake 
and weaken the whole &bric of southern institutiona, 

•ror BtmlDtioDs ;propOMd at a Diannkm ConTcntioD at WoRiater, 
Musichuetta, lee AppMuUz. 
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that an iantrrcotioD by the slaves vordd be inevitaUv 
— davcry would disBoLvG in a sea of blood. 

'Hlq 8unth knows tliis. It baa often, is its raantiQ^ 
and isoUeia mode of Bpeakiog, threat^ied to quit Hob 
Union. Let it try.* " 

f^Unf its power, the North, if trae to iteelf and 
anioMted b; higher motires, could in a short spaced 
(tf txnie ei^Bj^h slaveiry. It couM say to the Sontii'c' 
'Unless you proceed to fi^ow onr example, uid make- 
provifiion &sc the gradual emaneipation of your daves, 
the partnerabip between ub most be dissolTed ; we must 
qnit t^ confederacy, and be to yon in future a foreign 
country.' A resolute but friendly address in theae 
tecBts bom an aggrtgaAe convention of &ee states is 
what civiliBiEtion wonld pomt to, instead of a resort to 
arms. But what a glow of patritdism— wliat an arousing 
of seosibiliticB — what a casting forth of selfishness— 
what a disruption of venerated traditions — >what an 
coli^teniitg of the masses — mmt eosoe before the 
Ncortb assoiaes ttss grand attitnde! It will not do 
BO. The execution of the threat would be Itevolntion. 
. A dedaratkai of ind^)endenGe by Massachusetts, or 
any oflier wngle state, is equally, if not more improb- 
able ; fot that would be equivalent to civil war — an 
issue not likely to be contemplated. We would not> 
bowevN', say with any certainty, that Abssacbusetts 

• Mr T. D. Arnold of Tcnneswe, in s appech in tie Ilunso of IJcprescnla- 
tires, KtiAti ths t»a» carTeatly : ' He would n^ hia Boatliem trieoif what 
Om 8oath liad fat lelj on if the UiikiD wne diMslrod? Soj^os* the deBl- 
lutioB could be peaeeablj effected— if that did not iiivolvo ■ contradiction 
in tenns — what had the South to depend opon? All the crowned htada 
aere ojoiaW hei: A milliim of iheei twre ran^ io rue onrf <(ril« for 
frttiom al Ihejirtt U^ if Iht drum. Thaj irere cnt loose fitnn their fiimdE 
at Die Korth — iiiendi that ought to be, and withoat them tha SonCh had no 
friends— foSittei" tcere thty to look Jbr proieclioaf How wen thej to 
nistain an assault from England or France, with that cancer at tbrar TJtals? 
The more the South reflected, tba more detu-lf ahe most bm that iLe had s 
deep and vital interest in maintuning the Union.' 
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f Bubmit to a very lei^i^ened repetUwn of 
tlie indi^ities to wLicli it has latterly been sol^eoted 
hy fedenl agencies. Spectators at a Stance irait irith 
aome interest to see which is to be the last ontnge 
that is to revive the spirit of Bunker's Hill 

The consideration of pacific adjustmont being deli- 
boately rejected, and Disonion, Aevohition, or Civil 
War fAtjnred — the case is not mended. Slavery goes 
ou Ttnintermptedlj in tts course. The sore spreads, 
Cesters, and the longer a corrective is delayed, tiw 
disease becomes worse, the danger more immiueiit. 

One tremUes at the fetal alternative : lUvolatioa — 
Inanrreetion. Can insurrection be avoided either way ? 
Bevolution would produce inBurrection. SuccessM 
inBOireotioQ wotdd be followed by revolution; for we 
can scarcely expect that the North would remain in 
union with a nation of blacks. 

"RtA while the whole federal power may be brought 
to suppress revolt, how can the Blares be snccettfal in 
insurrection? War with one of the great European 
powers would iiimish the means at once 1 Ood forbid 
that we should advocate such a crisis; bat the history 
we have been tracing leacb the mind, however reluct- 
antly, to such a possibility; and it is impossible to avoid 
seeing that oents are wi&in the range even of prob- 
abihty which would render insurrection, if it occurred, 
not only formidable, but successful. If these pages 
awaken, before it is too late, some of the more powerful 
minds of America to the catastrophe to which, in the 
eyes of dispassionate observers, the history of their 
country seems tending, I shall not have written in 
vain. 
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APPENDIX 

lUCSTBiTITE 8CBAP8 FBOH TABI0U8 B0DBGE8. 



ODILT OF QBXAT BKITAtR [H tETmoDVCnCO BLATSRT. 

81BCB writing tbe iaify cbapUn of the pregent Tolnins, my 

attan^a has been called to a work, entitled Who is to Blame f bj 
Jame« Grahame, Esq., aathor of a. Histoiy of tbe United Stftte« 
(London : Smith uid Elder, 1S42). Air GnJiame's object ia to (heir 
that Biitlsh traders only ofltrcd &cilitieg to the cdoniatB fto 
purchasing alavea ; that ihe proprietary coloniei adopted alaTory, 
and rtrenuooaly nipported it of their am accord; and that to* 
English goTernment bad little or nothing to do with planting 
BlATery in America. We recommaid Mi Orahune'B echolarly and 
temperately written work to the peniBal (^ thoee who feel intereited 
in this histodcal question. 

Beferring to a panegyric on ilavery hy Goremor Miller of Soutll 
Coroiina, as early as ]tt29, Mr Qrahame obserrea : 

* While America was subject to British domination, no mogistntto 
of au American state ever gave the sanction of magisterial authcoity 
to snch sentiments as IIicbg ; and no pnlpit was ever profaned with 
the apologies for slavery wliich the clergymen of republican America 
are now not aabamed lo preach, Jonathaa Edwards, the most 
admirable teacher of Christian docdine and pattern of Christian 
character that America, or perhaps the world, has produced since 
the apostolic age, during tbe ascendancy of Britain, denonnced the 
■ystem of slavery, and ui^d its immediate aboiition by his countiy- 
nen, with a boldness and security of unreproved freedom to which 
tile present race of Americans are otter strangers. And was it then 
to make America a theatre for such disgcacefol display as we have 
witnessed, that the pious Puritans undertook their pilgrimage to 
Hew England — that the peaceful Quakers retired to Pennsylvania 
— that Catholics flying from pcrsecntion in Britain, set to the world 
the first eiample of religious toleration in MMyland — that La 
Fayette and Eusciosko shed their blood in the cause of American 
bidepeodence— and that Washington, Franklin, Adams, Je^TMUi, 
Jay, and Benry, made Ibr themselves end their country a gloiioiu 
and Immortal nune? Every one of these men entertained and 
expressed a sttong abhorrence of negro slavery. If, by &tal 
necessity, America mtut copy, in her civil policy, tbe vices as well as 
the virtues of Greece and Borne — if the lawless abuse must alwaya 
be proportioned to the legitimate enjoyment of ireedom — then is 
America fated to affiird the most humiliating illustration ever 
witnessed by the world, of Milton's melancholy sentiment 1 

" Sinn the orlgbinl Upu, tnu lUtrlt/ 
U bd, Kblch ilwan irlth rlgbt nuon flnllg 
Twltm d, BDd rram nn bstli no diiidiul belni." ' 
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PBoaKUStTB moBKiH or porai^noK. 

ColaparatiTe popoktion of the United Btatei In ISOO, 1860, taiA 

,.. „ . . . _. . ., g Moertained inctcMeftom 



Fntstittc . . i.su,«w ii,*n,»aa ei,ooo,o(M 

Slira gtmts, . S.ftSl.WO 9,tU,i7« W.OW.IWO 

lDtiaeMliii>teDlFiipiilitlMliil»4 . . ti,l)M,OW 

Of which, bjr ascerttiaed ratio of incKote, the ilave fopaiatiaa will 
b« ]a,OO0,l)OO, kkTing 80,000,000 ficemen In tha ;eai 1900, ef 
frtilch only 24,000,000 will be In the Bonthetn itAtea. 

Eitimated increkse (nnn 1650 to 1900, In periods of ten ymza, 
adding 8 per cent, per Muram r 

Total populBttoD In lUO, . . . 33,1BI.B7> 3,iOi.lU 
r n • IMO, . . SI.OH.SM 4,ieT,7ST 

rr r> R 1810, . . 40,8lf,7M l>,4IU,1ia 



Ii«>B before this latter period oniveB, it ig to be hoped that 
■la*ei7 will lutTO ceased to exist in these United States, and that 
the oensua (tf thij modem republic will not be disgraced by a distday 
t£ fjreemen and bondmen side by side, as at present appears in flfteen 
out of thirty-one of the States of the Union. — Aimrictm Naeipaper. 



It hM been stated that tKt persons of cdmiT from the northern 
Males are in danger of lapsing into slavery, by merely introdii^ 
Witbin the rerga of a slave stale. In Maryland, there was a law 
passed in 1839, to prohibit the ingress of free persons of colour, 
nnder the penalty of a heavy fine. The enactment is as fbllows : 
'No fi«e negro or mulatto, belonging to, or residing in any other 
state, is permitled to come into Maiyland, whether such &es negro 
or mulatto intends settling In this state or net, nudm the penalty of 
20 dollars for the first oBfence." For a second offence, the penalty 
U EOO dollars ; and, ftiling the payment of such fines, the oS^oder 
■ shall be committed to the jail of the connty, and shall be seld 
Illy the shedfl'at pablic sale to the h^hest ladder.' 

Under this law, a free coloured person wandering inadvertently 
Into Maryland la quest of employment, may he s^zed, and u 
poor and unable to pay the fine, sold after a few days' pul>lus notice, 
just as if lie were a stray heifer. A case of this Idnd occoned not 
I"igago. 

In 1851, there redded in Philadelphia a negro named Edward 
Davis, who, finding employment &it, went to the country in 
quest of the means of subsistence. Ha could not have possessed 
Very bright intelligence, for he ought to have known that it was 
dangerous for him to enter the borders of a slave state. His original 
Intention was to go no further than Hotlidaysburgh, a fionrishing 
town in Blair connty, Pennsylvania; but for some reaeim he 
abandoned this design, and crossing the Susquehanna, reaahed 
the populous village of Havre de Qtace, in Maryland. Here he 
•ought for, and obtained employment) aiid was thongfttlaiily 
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pursuing' hia oooapatioD, «hNi bs wai anuted, Rod token before 
k iii«giatnt«, to Muwsr the chuge of having Tiolated the law, 
which prohibit! the lettlement of freo negroes ip the state. Ths 
offence was dear, and the flne of twenty doUara incurred. Deititate 
of mooe;', and without friands, he wm confined in priion, where 
be lay aboat two months. At tbe end of this period, he was bTon^t 
out, and after due Bdvertiiement, add hy ancti<ni to vtf hia fine 
and expenses — altogether amonntiiig to flilj doHATR. The following 
la a Gop7 of the sheriff^ certificate of sale, which we gire as a 
CUTiositj': 

* State of HurhHid, HaHbrd conntj— I, Bobert MKHn, sheriff 
of Harford conntf, do herein' certify, that whereas negro M^ DaTia 
was found gniltj by the Orj^ian Conrt of Harfbrd conntj of a 
violation of the Act of Asaembl; of the state of Uarjland, passed 
18S9, chapter 88 ; and the said negro having refused to pay the 
fine and costs, as in the said law directed, I i£d, haTtng first glren 
tlie notice prescribed by law, expose the eaid negro at public sale, 
at the conrt-honse doors in Bell Air, and Dr John O. Archer, 
of IiOiUaiana, being the higheet bidder, became the purchaser of 
the nid negro. OiTcn under my hand and seal, this tenth day 
of Norember 1851. Itohert M'Qan, sheriff.' 

. Davts, now a slave, was Bnbeequently transferred from master 
to master ; and we find that, In Jnne 1862, he woe sold to a 
Ur Dean of Macon, Georgia, fbr 300 dollars. As tins is only abont 
B third of the market-Talne of on able-bodied negro, we infer 
that he was past the prime of liit, or otherwise defective, In one 
of the accounts of the transaction, he is spoken of as bemg thirty- 
fbor years of age. Be this as it may, Ned Davis was, to all intents 
and purposes, a slave; and as sudi, was first employed to cook 
for a large number of slaves in Baltimore ; and subsequently, on 
being purchased by Mr Dean, was sent southward, through 
Washington and Charleston, to Georgia. On arriving in Macon, 
he was pot to work on a ndlway ; but the labour of an excavator 
iMing beyond his strength, his health toiled, and, as a relief he 
was plai^ on a cotton-plantation. He was aiterwarda sent back 
to the ridlway. This second time, however, he utterly broke down, 
Mid was removed to an hospital. This occurred in July 1863. 
In the hospital, he related his history to the attending physicians, 
who, taking pity on him, ofi&red to buy him for 400 dollars ; but 
the price was refused. Althongb shattered in health, and parUally 
lame, the unfortunate Ned was again pnt to soma kind of work, 
and he continued in servitude till the 12th of March 1864. On 
this day, after long brooding over his wrongs, he ran away from 
Macon, and weat to Savannc^ a seaport from which steam-vessels 
traded to northern ftee states. Davis's object was to get on hoard 
one of these vessels ; and be secreted himself in a stable till the 
I4th, on which day he went on board the steamer Keyitone Slale, 
which was to sail next morning fbr Philadelphia. The remainder 
of the narrative may be ^ven in the words of a New York 
new^per: 

' At nine o'clock the next morning, the steamer sailed with 
Davis on bowd. The following day, the men, while heaving the 
lead, heard a viuce from under the guards of the boat, caliii^ 
for them to throw him a rope. Upon examination, it was found 
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Ast the vtiee pioceeiled from e, cdonred mao, concealed on a beam 
andcr the giuunb of the whsel-honae. He iras rescued from his 
peiSoui litaBtioii, In % state of great exh&iution : M« clothes vere 
tatnrtted wUh aea-water, as the »eB h«d become TOUgh, and he 
VIS dipped in the water at every rock of the veasel. lie bands 
ftmbhed hia idtb a dry mit, imd made him comfortable; but 
the eonuttander of tha boat was difibrcntty dispoaed. Fearing the 
ed^ts of Crcoreian law, in case be shonld bring a slave to a free 
state, he ordered hit vessel to put into Newcastle, Delaware, where 
he had the unibrtotiate man impdsoned, with the intention, it ia 
stated, of taking him bock to Savannah on his retom-trip. Btlt 
the facta of the case having leaked ont, public sympathy was enlisted, 
and a determination shewn that Davis sh<Hild not go back to 
Georgia, unless it crmld be eataWshed that he was not entitled 
to his fivedom. On the SOlb of March, the ca^ was bronght before 
Justice Bradford, of Newcastle. A number of witnesses were 
examined, aud his freedom clearly proved. Oa he^ng this 
testimony in his favour, the magistrate discharged him from 
custody, Ui^e being do reason why a free citizen of Pennsylvania 
dkonld be kept in a Delaware prisiai, with no crime charged against 
him. After his diicharge, and befbre he had lelt the magistrate'i 
offlce, the commander of the Keyatont State appeared ; made affidavit 
tiiat be beheved Davis to be a fugitive slave, and also a fugitive 
from justice ; wlwrenpon he was detiuned, and again ehnt up in 
prlsotk' On the return of the caption of Uie steamer to Savannah, 
measDroa were adopted to reclium poBScssion of Davis by legal 
proceedings. The case came on for trial at Newcastle, April 16; 
and it was clearly proved by evidence, that the n^ro had been 
legally seized and Buld in Maryland, and transferred by bis owners 
to his present claimant, Mr Dean. A decision was given accordin^y; 
(he ranaway being adjudged to be a slave, and put at the disposal 
of his proprietor. Whether he was actually taken back to Cleor^s, 
is not staled. If alive, there can be no doubt of bis being sHU 
in a condition of slavery. The laws of Feunsylvania possess no 
power to reclaim a citizen, whose liberty is legally ibrfeited in 
another state; and if the friends irf Ned Davia fail to buy him, 
there are, so fcr as we are aware, no other lawful means by which 
they can reatore him to freedom. 



There was published in London, in 1358, a small rolume, entitled 
The Amtrican Prejudice againit Cohar; an AvtAmiic Narraliae. By 
Wiilsm Q. Allen.* Allen's narrative ia curious. He tells us that 
he ia a quadroon, one-fourth African blood, and three-fourths Ai^o* 
Saxon. He received a good education, and graduated at Oneida 
Institute, in Whitesboro, state of New York, in IBU. Subsequently, 
he studied law, and became professor of the Qreek and Oennao 
languages, and of rhetoric and belles-lettres, of New York Central 
CcJIege, in M'GrawTille, Cortland county — the only college .in 
America that has ever called a coloured man to a prafeaaorBhip. In 

* W. sad F. a. Cuib, BliiuJFtgtits Street, Pri«s On* ShlUing. 
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April ISGl, he vUiteil Fidton to (leliv«r • ooant of l«otum. Hera 
he was kiBdljr recdved bj the Set. Lfndau Kiog, a Wcslefan 
Uethodiat clergyman, to ooe at whow danghten, Miaa ttixy Knig, 
ho ultimatelj became aCtftched. Tha senUoietif wa> recipcical. 
The £itheT of the young lady had no objection to his cdfer of 
mairiage ; cne Ol the young lady's tister*, alao, faToored the pro- 
posal ; hut Hra Kuig — a etep-mother — and the other memben oS the 
family, were violently opposed to the idea of fbrming a conneclioii 
with a man of colour. The greatest opponent of all woa one of the 
brothen, the Bev. J. B. Kia^ a prodigiously pious gentlemao, who 
had for aome time been engaged in gatluring funds to build a 
church, which ahould exclnde frwn raemb»«hip those who held their 
ieUow-mea in bondage, and all irho would not admit the doctrines <g 
the human brotherhood 1 Profeaainft an abharrence of slavery, he 
nevertheless seems to have possessed the usual northern pr^udlce 
against persons of colour. Ho was incensed beyond measure at the 
atrocity of the imiposed alliance ; uid throu)^ him and the step- 
mother the pnhlic indignatiim appears to have been excited. Ftchu 
less to more, all Pulton and its neighbooibood were nmsed to a sense 
of the impropriety of the intended marriage — the objections resting 
oil no otber gtomds than the damage that might be done to the pore 
Auglo-Saion race by amalgioBatiint with the Atjicau type. 

Professor Allen and Miss King were now placed in an awkward 
and dangerous predicament. Besides the lady's sister, their only 
friend waa Mr Porter, a schoolmaster, and his wife. Porter aUow^ 
the parties to meet at his house. Having gone thither on Bimday 
evening, January 30, 1858, for the porpoae of talking over thew 
afihirs, they were alumed by the intelligence that an infuriated mob 
was collecting, which would soon surroond the house, uid commit 
some setions personal outrage. Allen was informed that ' tar, 
feathers, poles, and an empty barrel, spiked with shingle naili, had 
been prepared for his especial bene&t;' Mr Porter was to be tar- 
and-feathered, and ridden on a rail ; and Miss King was to be con- 
ducted away in a sleigh to the house of her paieatB. Aware of the 
extremities to which the mob-spitiC is carried on such occasions, 
Allen prepared for death. Unless the mob relented, no earthly power 
could save him. 

Up the outrageous multitude at length came. They consisted of 
all classes of persona, including the most respcotuble in the place. 
The churches were emptied ; all went off to enjoy the fun or mischief 
of himting 'the nigger,' and protesting against the sin of amal- 
gamation. With shouts and yells, the mob called to 'bring out 
the nigger,' ' to kill him,' and ' to tear down the honse.' Some 
members of a committee who had been appointed to regulate pro- 
ceedings, entered the dwelling, and declared that Allen's life could 
only be saved by his instant departure, and that Miss King would 
al tite lame time require to go hcKoe to her parents. The young 
lady having, after some demur, gone off in a sleigh, Allen was otxt 
escorted from the house by the members of committee to a hotel — not, 
taowerer, without being well kicked and buffeted by the mob, who 
crowded about him dming the march. At the hotel, after a little 
delay, he was smtiggled away by a back-entrance, and conveyed in a 
sleigh to Syracuse — a distance of about twenty-flve miles. 
Dark days eiuncd. The newspapers were Airious at the idea of 
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aittalganuition, and. it wh tome time beftare the loven were able to 
KTUige an interrleiT. We niut teler to jUlea'i narratiTe for an 
account of what indtgmtie* were Buffered by both partiei at this 
period. Some time in March, they were enabled to see each other, 
and to arrange future movements. At thii interriew they Temlred 
to exerciae tWr ondonbted legal rights — to enter into the holy stats 
of matrimony g bnt having done ao, to flee the oonntry, TUa daring 
reiolution th^ succesifully pat into eStet. Th^ were married in 
Hew York, and shortly afterwards departed from Bostmi for Li»er- 
pooL ProfeuoT AlleiL carried recommeadattona with him to giintl»> 
men in EogUnd, by whom be has probably been pnt in the way of 
earning a Uvelihood. He, in concluiion, inC^rms hii readers, that Mr 
Porter, who gave him refuge in adversiCy, was dismissed from Ma 
lituation as ichoolmastsr, in consequenca of outraging public opinion 
by jkvouring the union of a white lady with a man degraded by 
tbe taint of AAican blood. If all Hub be true — and we have no 
reason to doubt its authenticity — we ore fumbbed with « atriMog 
example of that loathing and deteataljon of the free colonrad popv- 
latjoa which pKTails in the northern itat«s of the Union, and whidi 
has seemed to us «o irreconcilable with the probsHion of onti-alavery 
^inciplea. 

' filavery not only preclndaa education by its very nattue — it 
enacts laws to tteura ^iiotobm amoi^ the fiee citams of the alave 
Btates. By the laws of Virginia, Mrs Douglasa, of Norfblk, wm 
pronounced guilty of a " crime " for teochk^jiWe coloured childna 
to read. She luffered thirty days' imprisonment in the city jail, nol 
because it is actually a criiit to teach a firee coloored chad to lead, 
but because intelligence is dangerous to slavery. It was neceataiy 
to make an example of her, to deter all future ofiendeni. Jadg« 
Ba^r has won on unenviable notoriety in his delivery of her len- 
tauce. He says that the idea that uoiTereal culture it necessary to 
religious instruction and education is " mischievous " — a well-chosmi 
term. He aays that of all the nerves in the world, ntms are so 
intelligent, so inclined to the Gospel, and so blessed by the elevating 
influences of the Goapel, as the slaves of the United States, and that 
if any voe would have their interests more earefWIy r^aided thui 
they are by the laws of Virginia, it must be fltan a ^kly a^nsi- 
bility towards them. Then he proceeds to vindicate the juatioe of 
the sentOQCe by the fact that, " tn good lenst and sound iKoriJitf, hi* 
discretionary power to imprison for six months or less does not 
authorise a mere minimum punishment," since the question ot 
"guilt" is beyond a doubt; and there are many "aggravating 
circunutonces." "Theretbre, as a terrco' to those who at^owledge 
no rule <rf action but their own evil will a:id pleasure, and in vin^ca- 
tion of the juitnai of our laws, the judf^etit of the court is, that 
you be imprisoned Ibr ilie period of one month in the jail a^ tUs 
city." Because Mrs Douglass chose to remain and sn^r the flill 
penalty of the law, though all the citiiens hoped she would leave the 
city, Xhe Norfolk Argua of February 9, 1854, saysi "Thm sympathy 
departed, and in the breast of every one rose a righlaaas indignatiOB 
towards a person who would throw eoKUx^l in the ftce <rf the Uw^ 



D,o,i,7.d.,Goo(^lc 



Hd trave the ioQi^bnimait fcrtfae 'csoHflf hnmuiit^,""— IVoett 
LtfiiMKe e/Sbvmy vpm iA« WiUa PcpiUatiim. 



IIiAVESE, A DOKBBTIC niBTITCIIOK. 

*By* stTADge mUaomer, ilaTerj haa been called a "domestie" 
iiuUtution; bnt bef<«e its pretence all tbat ii piepeHy implied In 
that word damtitic Tnniiibes like an exorciiied spirit. The deiolaHon 
wrou^t amot^ the coloored victims of Blarerj ii terrible, and 
mightj indeed is their demand for redress ; bat tbcj have tiieir 
rcTenge in the wreck of the doraeitic happinesi of their oppreBSors. 

' I have said that the white child is committed entirely to the care 
at tbe coloured norse, and thoa the process at contamination begini 
in infancy. Tonng children are ftmiliarlBed to sights and asiocia- 
tions irbich destroy the JnstinctiTe modesty of yonth. They are 
also placed in such (elationa to the coloored children, tliroagh tha 
ignorance or malice of the nurse, as to stimnlate the passionB into 
prenutnre activity. Some nnrses believe that personal intimacies 
between the yonng master and his young female companions eultl- 
Tat« a closer aStetion, and insure the latler &om the chances of 
being sold. Others, of a fiercer temper, seek their revenge for 
outrages committed on themselves, in order to exult over the wreck 
of early manhood always resulting from self-indulgence. By which- 
ever process the result is attained, it Is a well-known bet that 
piuity amon^ southern men is almost an unknown virtue. 

' liere are thousands of proofs of this in the prevalence of the 
(kir skin, smooth and glossy hair, blue eyes, straight nose, delicate 
foot, and arcjied instep, which are everywhere to be met among the 
slaves. Bnt why shonld wo expect purity when every restraint Is 
remored which helps to subdue the damottrs of the oniroal nature, 
while every posnble opportunity is offered for its indulgence? .... 

' ITor is one class of society more base than another In this 
respect. Tba highest social life Is often the most vile in its secret 
htstery. A young man at the age of twenty-one takes possession of 
his portion of the paternal estate, erects a house npon It, where he 
letlws and estabUrtes a honsehold for himself. He secures what 
means of gratification his taste con select, and thus lives, sometimes 
ten or fifleen years, if no heiress or beauty cross his path of snfflclent 
attractions to induce him to add her as an ornamental appendage 
to hi* establishment. Meanwhile his human "property" steadily 
Increases, both in numbers and value ; for the lighter the mulatto, 
the more desirable among the &stidiotis : and rare beauty is oRen 
the result of a teeond intermingling of the same aristocratic blood 
with tbe olApring of a former pasrion. from time to time, friends 
come to visit this bachelor hall, and in due season the master Is 
repaid (or his hospitality to them by a valuable addition to his stock 
of human chattels 

' Peace and happiness, and tiie &lth which is as Immovable as 
the everlaating hills in the heart of pnre and constant love, those 
essential elements of the true home, are nowhere to be fbund in 
slavery. The wiib constantly sees the likeness of her husband jn 
children that are not hers ; the husband welcomes every new-comer 
■mor^ ttran aa m many hundred* <rf prospective gain, and devotca 
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kimadf to th^ InMetMe, w)^ M* le^ dtUdien are bora ■^iUk 
feeUe minds and bofiea, wtth JtuMbrce enongb to transmit the &iM1y 
name, and imdnce In ftebkr chsmcten s second edition of tite 
fiither'i life. The t^iDtation in TltsiniA is "slocked" witji o^groa 
that are bon^t with sde leferencc to thrfr capacltiea tor reprodno- 
tion, and master and riare Dnite, the fotaiet consdootlj-, the lattet 
nncooicionilj-, in the same odions enterpriw of rawing vicftntr ftw 
the soathem market,' — Trad : InJiuoKt of Bhvtry upon the WkiU 
PopsJofioN. 



The dsBgers to wHch ftee persons of colour are expoeed by 
entering ■ slare itate doabtless tends to fix the coioored population 
in a particular spot, and to render them suspicions of orertnres of 
employment fVom stnmgen; fbr the^ maf be nnirittiitglj trans- 
ported to one of the nearest slave states, and tliere sold. The 
Avowing are cases in illustration ; 

The first case !) that of Solomon Iforthrnp, a negro irho was kid- 
napped in a leiT eittraordinatj manner. In the year 1841, Notthrup 
Lvcd at Saratoga Springs, In the state of New York ; he was then 
thirty-four years of age, and had a wife and three children. He was 
a clever, handy person ; could drive a carriage, play on the fiddle, 
and make himsetf generally useftil. One day, two stranRcrs, named 
Merrill and Rusaell, were introdnced to him. They spoke of being 
connected with, a travelliog-circus, and required an gBsistant possessing 
Northrup's accomphsbments. The WMes ofTered were fair — a doll^ 
a day, and expenses till be retarned. Heated witli the offer, Solomon 
hired himself to the strangers ; and bidding good-bye for a, short 
time to his wife and &mlly, mounted the box of a traTellliig-cacTiage, 
and drove off on Ills journey. The party went first to the city of 
New York, and there Notthrup ejtpreased a disinclination to proceed 
souOiward ; but b^g finally persuaded to go, ho took the precau- 
tion to procure ftom the cnatom-house papers certifying his being a 
freeman ; and forthwith went off with his employers through Neir 
Jersey and Fennsylyania to Baltimore, in Maryland, and thence to 
Waslungton. Here, Northrup was told he would see the circns 
company, and be employed witb his violin. The party, meanwhile, 
conducted him to a tavern, to get some lel^shmeuts— an arrange- 
ment to which, of course, he could have no objection. He ate and 
diank unreservedly. The drugged liquor did its work, and he soon 
became sick, and, finally, insensible. How long he remained In thli 
condition, he could not tell ; but when he came to his senses, he 
found himself handcuffed in a slave-pen, with his legs fettered to a 
ring in the floor. In reply to his alarmed and indignant qnestionn 
be was told that he was a rnnav-ay slave from Georgia. It vaa viuu 
to ajsert that he was a freeman, from the state of New York ; liis 
remonstrances were met by threats of the tash. 'What conid tha 
unfcfftunate negro do ? His coat, hat, money, and free papers had 
been taken fi'om him. Continuing to remonstrate, he was actuaDy 
whipped with a cat-o'-nioe-tails, and otherwise beaten in a savage 
manner, with the view, possibly, of breaking hie spirit, and rcnder- 
iug him submissive. He was now left to ruminate over his hiuilesi 
condition ; and after a confinement of a few days, carried off with a 
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Mnbei ctf other o^ioci, bjr Btcam-hoBt and rulwaj, to VorltHk, In 
Tir^nia ; from vbidi place he wm ahipped with blM oompaiuoiu to 
Kew OileauB. Here he wai wld to a plu^er, to go up to Bed Bir&t ; 
fnd waa lubMqiiGiitly pnrchMed twice, uui kept in ilayery for ■ 
period of dcbtIj twelve jeMn, up to Jmaaazf 3, 1S53. He wh on 
Ih&t da^ Dueipectedly cet at liberty, and returned to hU family. 

Atlat Merrill and liuweU had frftudalentlf disposed cf Northruj^ 
and pocketed the sum for whidi they bad sold him, they returned 
northward, and carried on similar practice* with other oegroea 
whom they inveigled into their power. Their tricks were at length 
discovered ; and it waa probahly tbrongh this circmnstance that 
Northrop regained hia liberty. The two kidnappers were taken into 
custody, and brought for examination before the justices at BallBton 
Spa, on the 11th of July 1H54. Korthrop^ nod otiier witnesses, 
speared against them ; and it is irom the narrative of thji judici^ 
inquiry, in a Saratoga newspaper, that we have gathered the fore- 
going focts. The parties accused did not deny the char^ j hut 
claimed their release on account of the Statate of limitations, 
requiring an indictment to be found within three years of the com- 
mission' of the ofleoce. The disUict-attomey, in reply, maintained 
that the offence was committed up till the day that Northmp was set 
at Lberty, in January 1853. The msigistratea, taking the same view 
of the case, remanded Morrill and KusEcll to prison, to await the 
course of law, And the last thiog we hear of them is, that they 
were held to hail by Northrup in the sum of 5000 dollars, to answer 
In a civil suit of persoiuil damages tta having sob! him into 
slavery. 

A Dtunber of the Nem York Eveaiag Pott QSx Bryant's ably con- 
ducted paper), copies the following case of kidnapping Irum the 
Cincinnati Oolumbiaa of January i, 1855. We give it ej*Ct!y OS it 
is therein related : 

' A deeply interesting reunion of a severed (tanilj took place at the 
house of Mr Levi Coffin on last Saturday. The story, as told us by the 
parties, runs in this wise : Forty-eight years ago, two Uttlc coloorcd 
boys, named Peter and Levin Still, were playing in the highway near 
their father's house, on the Delaware river, when a stranger passing 
by in a gig, asked them to take a ride. The boys did so ; and wera 
thus kidnapped, and carried to Leiiogton, Kentucky, where they 
were sold to one John I'isher. llicy were ultimately sold to other 
masters ; and alter thirteen years' slavery in Kentucky, were sent 
•onth, where they were purchased by John Hogan, ol Franklin 
county, South Alabama. At the age of twenty-four, Levin died ; but 
teter continued a slave for thirty-one years. During this period, he 
married a female slave belon^g to one Barnard M'Kinon, a neigh- 
boor of his master, and had three children— two sons and a daughter. 
By years of extreme economy, Peter at^last saved 500 doEors. This 
was enough to purchase his freedom ; and a worthy Jewish 
gentleman, acting for Pelcr, paid the money. 

' Peter bade t^wetl to his family, and went north, to Philadelphia, 
to discover his relatives. He found his aged mother and eight 
Invthere and sisters still living. He laboured for some time to save 
enough to buy the freedom of his wife and family ; but as his 
accumulations were slow, and the amount to he raised very large — 
5000 dollars — he at last determined to appeal to the diaritable 



D,o,i,7.d., Cockle 



AUXaiCAN SU.TEBT AND COLOCK. 



nuMter ; troTeUing at night, and renuiniiig comcekled in the dt^tiuM, 
Oiej eaeapeA fhnu the tlare BtMta to IndiaiiB, where, hmrerer, tkc^ 
irere c»ptaTed bj a irhite man, who retimed, them to their mastCT. 

' Oil beijog taken bade, they Ixcame bopeleM of ever getting free. 
At last, after four years of effort, Peter had raised the &000 dollars; 
and a few weeks ago, an agent waa deiFatebed to Alabama. He 
pnrchased the wife and children, and brongbt tbein on t« thi» city, to 
which Feter had come bvm Philsddphia to meet them. The roniiiim 
wai deep^ a&cting. One of the aoos is tweoty'Seven, and the other 
twenty-four years ol age. One of them had a wife in Alabama, who 
died, learing a baby mily a few inooth* old. When conung aw^, 
the father bcf^ed hard fbr this little one, but it was worth 900 
dollars: he had noting, and cune away without it. If these are 
^r samples, Kmtheni slares have not been so much degraded and 
bmtalised aa it tometimes represented. Peter expects, when he 



In the summer of 1864 there appeared a cmaiDunicatioii in ■ 
Bichmotid newspaper, giring an account of a, Mr Samuel Hairston, 
a planter, who is described as the wealthiest man in Virginia, if 
not in the United States. The account, which we copy, will be 
read with interest. ' I have thought for some time I would write for 
your paper something in relation to the richest man in Virginia, 
and the largest slaveholder In the Union, and perhaps In the world, 
unless the serfs of Russia be considered slaves ; and tlie wish 
e^iressed in your pi4>er, a few days ago, to kiiow who was so 
wealthy in Virginia, induces me to write this now. Samuel 
Hairston, of Pittsylvania, is the gentlnnan. When I was in hii 
section a year or two ago, he was the owner of between 1600 and 
ITOD slaves, in his own' right, having but a little while befitre 
taken a census. He also has a prospective right to about lOOS 
slaves more, which are now owned by his mother-in-law, Mrs B>. 
Hairston, he iiaving married her only child. He now has Hk 
management of them, which makes the number of his slaves reach 
near 8000. They increase at the rate of nearly 100 every year: 
ha has to purchase a large plantation every year to settle them 
on. A large number of his plantations are in Henry and Patrick 
counties, Virginia. He has large estates in North Candina. Hit 
landed property in Stokes alone is assessed at S00,000 dollars. HI* 
wealth is differently estimated at 3,000,000 to 6,800,000 dollars; 
and I shonld think it nearer the latter. Yon think he has a hard 
lot; but, I assive you, Mr Hairston manages all his matters ai 
easy as most would on estate of 10,000 dcrilars. He has overseers 
who are compelled i« give hUn a written statement of what has 
been made and spent on each plantation, and his negroes are all 
clothed and fed from his own domeetic mannfitctore ; and raising 
his own tobacco-crop, which is immens^ lat^ as so much clear 
gun erery year besiite* his increase in negroes, which Is a fortnne 
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of itMl£ And now for hig leddeiice. I liftTe trftvellecl over fifteen 
Btntes of thii Union, and hBTB nerer Men luiTtUng comparabls 
to tuB yaid and gordeii, except some of those in the Miseiseippi 
delta, and none of them equal to it. Mrs Ealnton has ^Kea 
beautifying it for jeors: and a good old minister, in preaching: 
aeai the place, and descritaiig parsdife, Mid "it was as beautifid 
SB Mrs Hairston'a ;" or, aa a fnend who -visited Waahington dty 
for the Ant time, remarked that " the puUic gronnda were nearly 
B» handsome as Samuel H^nton's." He is a plain, nnaasoming 
gentleman, and has never made any noise in the world, though 
he conld vie with the Brucee, the M'Dononghs, and Altors ; and 
it is strange, that while their wealth is co-exlenBive with the Union, 
he is not known 100 milei trnia home. I believe he is now the 
wealthiett man in the Union, as William B. Astor is only ttorOi 
about 4,000,000 dollars, and the estates of city people arc vastly 
overraleJ, while Mr Hairtton can ghew the property that will hring 
tiie cash at any moment. Mr Hainiton was raised within a few milea 
of where he now Utos, in Henry county. He has several brothers, 
who aio pretty well to do in the world. One of them, Marshall 
HaiiBton, of Henry, owns more than 700 negroes ; Robert Hairslon, 
who now lives ia MissisBippi, near 1000 ; and Harden Hairston, 
who has also moved to Mississippi, about 600 slaves. George 
Hairston, of Henry, haa given idmost all of his property to Mb 
dtildren, reserving only abont 150 slaves fbr his own nse. This, 
J believe, a a correct statement of the drcmnstancei of the 
H^ntim &mi]y.' 



The following appear? in the Ind^itndenl, an American newspaper : 
'While travelling not long ago in one of the Bouth-wcstem 
counties of Virginia, the follovring thrilling incident took place. 
Starting in the sti^e-coach soon idler break&st, the motning being 
a deUghtfol one in the latter part of the month of May, I took my 
seat on the boi by the side of the driver ; and behind me, on the top, 
was seated a bright, intelligent-looking mulatto boy, apparently of 
eighteen of nineteen years of age. Aiter being on the road a few 
minutes, I turned abont and asked him where he was going. He 

replied, he was going down a fbw miles to live with Master , 

who kept the atage-hoose at the west stand ; that he bad lived with 
him tlie last summer, and that his master had sent him down to live 
with him the eoniiog season. Turning ftom the boy, the driver 
remarked to me, in an under-tone : " The boy in deceived ; I am 
t«king'him down to the slave-pen, a few miles on, where slaves are 
kept preparatory to being sent to X/ooisiana ; this deception is 
practised to get him from Ms home and mother without creating a. 
dlBtorbftnce on the place." Shortly after, as we drew near to the 
jdace where the boy supposed he was to stop, he began to gather up, 
[oeparatory to leaving the st^e, the ffew articles he had brought 
away from his home. The driver said ta him, in a decided (one of 
voice ; " Yon are not to get off the stage here." 

' The boy, in aatonishment, replied : " Yes, I is ; I'se got a letter 

fi>r Master . I'se gtring to live there this amnmer." 

'By this time we had reached the bouse, and Master making 
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hit »ppt»naoe, John — for tlwt ww the name of the boy — delivered 

bii letter, mnd appealed to MaHec to be reliered &om the 

coinmand of the driver. The nuater made no reply, aa this kind 
of daceptioiiiraaiiaDew tUoKtohhs. After reading the letter and 
fcJding it vt be waa abowt potting it into- hij pocket, when it fiashetl 
ua Uie mini «C the bof that he wm told, and was bound for ttis 

'Heexctumedinagony: "TellmcvnaMM-, If I'm Mid?" 
* No retdy wM made. 

' He enwinml again: "Tell rae, master, if I'fe goldf" 

'lUilaat q>pcal brought 'Uie response: " Yea, John, yon ore sold,'* 

' Hm boy threw himadf back on the top of the stage, si^ rol&ig 
in agony, sent np stich a irail of vo as no one in the tt«^ could 
adore: even the hotd-kceper tralked ava; in shame, and the 
driver harried into hi« box, and drove off in haste U) driwn tbe 
ni^ae of hla cry. The passengers were a& deeply mored at the 
dbtWM of the tmy, and Ined in various -nya to soothe his 
wonnded utd cmihed qiirlt, hot his agony was beyond the 
reach of th^ sympathy. When his a;rnny had somewhat abated, 
he exclaimed ; " Qb, if tjiey had only let me bid my mother 
BDod-l^! Ttuj have Ued to mel They have lied to mel 
If they had a' told me I was sold, and I could a' bid my mother 
good-^c, I'd a' gene wltbonl making them trouble, hard as it 
is 1 " By this time we had pasted on tome two or three miles 
since leaving the last stand, when, drawing near to a pretty thidt 
wood, the boy became tranqail. W^thig till we had entered the 
wood a tew rods, he darted from the top of the atnge, and ran into 
the w«ods u agile tta a deer, no donbt with the f^iing that it wu 
fbr his litb. The driver' instantly dropped his reins, and pnrsacd the 
boy. Ftoiii^ bimtdf uo match, be retnmed, exclaiming: "Toa 
see I hav« done what I conld to catd him." He monntcd his box 
and drove on a mile or so, when he reined up bis horses to a house, 
and; calling to the keeper, asked : " Where are joor sons ? " 

'He replied, Ihey left home that nxmiingwith the dogs, tohtmt 
a negro, and would not be home before ni^t. The driver Slid 

to him, that Mr had sent his boy John on the ati^ thti 

morning, to be delivered at the pen, and that he bad jmnped from 
the top of the stage and taken to the woods. His reply was : ** We 
will hrnit him fi« yon to-morrow." The driver said he wished 
only to notify him ot his being in the woods. 

'As we drove tm, 1 made inqniiy: "How long have yon driven a 
stage on this road ? " 

' He replied : " About tttetm years." 

" Do you frequently take down negroes to this dave-pen ? " 

" Tee, frequently." 

" What will become of this boy John ? " 

' Ue readied : " He will Ebnlk about the woods nntil he is neatly 
starved, and will tome night ■aiaiie his way np to his master's house, 
and In about two we^s I shell tning tnm d<ywn again to the slave- 
pen in handcuffs" After a pause, even this <biver, frying his 
degradation in being 1^ instrument (^ such misery, broke out in 
the esclamatim : " This Is a cursed business ; bnt in this case this 
is not the worst frntnre in it: the man who sold him is his own 
fttherl"' 
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.. Since tlie pauiiig ot ttiiB law,' ■ conridetaUe aunber of HizuKB 
imdet iu provisioiis luiTe taken pboe in tbe nortbeni eUiet ; though 
in Masgachiuetts and some othta itate*, from reaohitiona adopted oa 
t&e subject, it will in fbture be sorcelj pouible to apply the Uw 
witlunit pnidnciog a celliutm between fedwal and state aathonties. 

One of the most noted ca^es of seizure was that of AnthoDy Burns, 
wbo was earned oS fioai Boatoa in May 1 B54 ; a large military 
.force being required to aiti Llie f^eral ufficer* on tin occasion. 
Bums was afterwards puichased firau his owner, and restored to 
liberty. PhikdelphiiL has ot>tained an imftn^Cunal^ distinction for 
the manner in wliich the law has been strained to secnre fugiUTes. 
The harsh treatment of a gentleman io that city, Mr f aasmoK 
.^lliameon, wlio was imprisoned for some montha on a frivolona 
charge connected wilh the case of an alleged fugitive woman and her 
btnOy, will be in erery one's Tecnllection. 

The latest furtive slave case conung under our notice is that 
of Thomas, a mulatto^ seized at Philadelfdiia in Jannaiy 1857. A 
letter from that city.in the Aitli-ilavety Standard, givea the following 
juknatire: 

' Our city has been disgraced by another fugitive slave case. I 
bad half hoped that ire were to witjiesi ao more of Ibcse revolting 
spectacles; but tliis was, of course, looking for too mncb. As 
long as we have fugitive slaves and a fugitive slave law — fugitive 
Blave-ofBcers and fugitive slave-courts — and on oui borders, slave- 
breeders, slave-traders, and professional riave-catchers. we di^ 
not be without liability to a recurrence of tbese outrages. Tit& 
particulars of this last case you will find in the newspaper reports 
of the proceedings, several of wliich I herewith send jaa. Tlie 
chief facta are these: 

' On Thursday last, « young mulatto man, of about twcoity yean 
of age, was arrested in this city as the ptope^y of a William 
H, Gatchell of Baltimore. The parties who apprel>ended him were 
Deputy Marshals Jenkins and Crossitk — tbe same that were so 
disgracefully connected wilh the outrage perpetrated on tbe fugitive 
Thomas, several years ago, at WilkesliMTe. They seized him on 
a warrant issued by David Paul Brown, jun., who, it aj^ears, has 
been appointed, since the death of tbe infunous Ingraham, a United 
,£tates commissioner. This David Paul Brown, jun., ia a scm of the 
lawyer of the same name, who, in times past, won for himself an 
honourable reputation as a cbaoqdoit of &eedom, but whose char- 
acter, in this respect, it must be confessed, has c^ late days lost a 
good deal of its lustre. Tliere are assodaticms, however, stJU con- 
nected with the name which could not fill to give rise to astonish- 
ment, wlieo tbe facts were announced tbat an alleged slave had been 
arrested under a warrant from David Paul Brown, jun., and that 
David Paul Btown, jun., was tlie commissioner who was to dt 
in judgment upon the case. "Wlio is this David Paul Brown, 
JUL ?" was a question that was in every one's month. " Is it true 
that he is a son of our old &teiid, David Paul Brown, the man wbo 
nscd to scathe with sudi eloquent indignatioa ail aiders and abetttss 
in this infamous business ? " Of course, there was but oce answo? 
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to Ik gjTen to theee intem^toriei. Yon can veil im^ine the 
eipresijons of anrpriBe and diagnst witli -which that aaswer would be 

* He cooniel tor the BUTe-cstchec was iil«o a new man in this 
dirty businesB. From Bome of bia ant«cedenta, perhapa, there was 
uothiiif; better to be expected ; bat from hia looks, almoat any one 
would have Bnpposed that he would hare recoiled from an offer 
to eiig:age his eervices for bo bitee ■ parpose. His name ia Daniel 
Dooghert}' ; he is an Irishman by tnrth, and a pseudo-democrat in 
politics. Tiiese two circnmstancea would Qaturally suggest the 
probabUity of bis sympathies being on the side of the slaTeholdcrj 
bat from his ingenaous countenance and upright and manly port, 
one could hardly fail to infer a heart that would spurn a fee from 

^ . — ^ • ■ -Inot 

He 

. -y froid, and laboured io 

D eodleas llavery, i 
than many a humane person would exlabit in iiSictme a slight 
punishment on a convicted criminal. 

■The counsel fbr the prisoner was WUliam 8. Feirce, Esq^., an able 
lawyer and a conactentious man. Tor many years, Mr Feirce faaa 
been the most prompt and efficient lawyer we have had in 
Fliiladelphia in cases of this kind. He is always ready to act 
■when called upon, and never ihils to eiert himself to the utmost 
fbr his client and for the cause involved. In this case, he even 
excelled himself, leaving no expedient untried which held out any 
hope of foiling the oppressor and rescuing the victim. He appealeil 
to the humanity of the commissioner and to hia respect for legal 
precedent ; he shewed a palpable informality in the preliminary 
proceedings, and urged the justiflableness and the duty of giving to 
the priioner the benefit of the Irre^aiitieB ; but his appeals and his 
proof of defective forma were alike unav^ing. Mr Brown decided 
the case by declaring the man to be the property of his claimaut, and 
issuing a warrant for his rendition. 

'For his services in this act of mock-judiciiil outrage, Commissioner 
Brown will receive the price of blood— ten dollars — together with 
the thanks, doubtless, of the Judas who employed him. He will, 
also, on the other hand, have the execrations of the unliappy victim 
of his decision, and the contempt or pity of all good men who are 
or may bo cognizant of the transaction. He may try to persuade 
himself that be has only been discharging a conscientioua duty j but 
be will not succeed. He knows that he volontarjly assumed the 
duties of his office; and he knew, when he solicited and accepted his 
appointment, that one of its fhnctione would be to ait in judgment 
on innocent men, wickedly put on trial for their liberty. If he may 
lay the flattering unction to his soul that he is but executing the 
law, and therefore without blame, so may Graham, the Baltimore 
slave-catcher, to whom he granted his warrant ; so may Albert! ; so 
may every professional slave-catcher and duly appointed hangman 
that snaps the " nippers " on his victim's wrists, or slips a noose on 
the platform of a g^ows. 

'This base outrage was perpetrated in a manner and by iustm- 
ments altogether becoming its character. Official insolence, uid 
a disregard of decent tisage, characterised its perfon 
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begfauiiiig to ead. It wu a ud ipectack; and that too, not (o nmch 
frran the mate deaptlr of the vretched Tiotim thiu robbed of all that 
was dear to him, aa from the mute indifference of the 400,000 people 
who make up the popoUtioa of this gctat city. It is mehiDChol; 
and depresaiog to observe how little seDsation an atrocious incident 
of this kind excites in this great and loud-profesBing metropolis. 
We have churcbea and Quaker meetiog-honses, and thousands upon 
thonsauds of religious professors of every variety of creed, but how 
few of them all feel any concern for the wrongs of the slave, or the 
cruel injustice of the oppressor. It is true that yesterday the Eev. 
Dr Fnrness made tbia case the subject of a biuidiing •ermon to his 
people, and Locretia Uott preached upon it faithfu lly at the meeting 
which she attends ; and doubtless there were some others occupying 
■iiuilar positions who were not unmind&il of their duty in thia 
regard ; but the great mass of our ministers and their bearers, our 
editon and their readers, care for none of these things. The slave is 
manacled in oar midst, and how few there are to lay it to heart 1 ' 



~ It need hardly he explained what is meant by this phrase. Over 

Ote extensive district of conntry from the borders of the stave states 
to Canada, there are places known to negroes where they will receive 
aid to help them on their way to tlie land of freedom. Unable to 
read, and expoeed to great dangers, the fugitives generally avoid 
roads, and hold on their course according to certain landmarks by 
day, and the north star by night. Such is the Underground Bail- 
rcid. Exciting narratives descriptire of escapes are constantly 
appearing in northern newspapers. 

The following appears in the SyracMe Slandard, a newspaper 
of the state of Kew York : 

' The Underground Railroad occasionally brings out rich things. 
Yesterday a beautiful mulatto woman from the Maryland shore, near 
Baltimore, called upon Mr Lognen. She was a fugitive &om higb- 
Ufe in slavedom. Her dress, address, and conversation, shewefl she 
had been valued and cared for. She naturally inquired into the 
quality and amount of baainefs at the Syracuse DepQt. Mra Loguen 
took the record of the names of the fogitivca that had called at her 
hon»e, and commenced reading them. 

' " That is the name of my husband," she exclaimed with 
enthnsiasm, when a certain name was read. 

' Mr and Mrs Loguen instantly called to mind on accomplished 
■emi-«oloarBd mnn they had sent on to Bev. Mr Mansfield & Co., at 
Auburn, three weeks ago. She told her stoiy as follows : 

' She had been marri^ about six weeks. Her husband and herself 
were house-slaves of two notable and wealthy femilies in Maryland, 
and were greatly attached. About throe weeks since, her master 
raspected that she intended to escape with her husband, and arrested 
her, and put her in jail. She managed to notify her husband of her 
case, and he instantly fled to avoid a similar fate, and probable sale 
to the far South. Her mistress and daughter were greatly attached 
to her, and procured her release, and in three daya thereafter she 
fled on foot to Philadelphia, with the aid of the man who helped her 
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kuUad oK Anti-aUmT vn put faer on tba road, and nov fgr 
the wcand ticoe »lw baa got track ot ber hiuband. ' 

' Hi Lognen at iHice Ibougbt it bi* duty to go to Aubnm with her, 
■nd he^ to flpd twr biubaud. On am vol at Aalmni, be placed h«r in 
the parlour of oDe of the best liutebi, and called on Mr Maiufleld, who 
iteat vith him to anMter dergynuui to irfaom be wa< directed. He 
vta at meetiog. *nd Mr Lo^en law a c<^ured man in a diataqt 
part of the meeting who resembled tlie fugitive, and sent a person to 
bring bim to the lobby to see Mr Lognen. The poor man was Kized 
with a IreiuDr. Tbe ttiet yia», be waa an eiceUent machiiiist, and 
instead of giunc to Canada, had hired out at good wages at Auborn 
rather, aa instructed to do by Ur Logoen, if ho found a chance. 

"Tb^axa after you, Fred," said Mr Lognen; "but hoIdnpTunr 
head— 1 11 take joa where yon won't be hurt." 

" Who li after me?" 

" Wbo but joor maatei could be here after jaa ? But dm't be 
•cared. F<Mow me, and foa wiU be saie." 

"Canyonfl^it?'' 

"It depends on whom I am to fight." 

" Will you flght slaveholdori if they have come to tohe yon ? " 

"Yes — I would flgbt a regiment of them." 

' By this time they arrived at the hotel, and Mr Lognen proceedad 
directly to the parlour, which waa richly furnished and gw-Ugbted. 
Tlie fellow's feelings were worked up to the hi^iest prant by bung 
led to such a place, where he conld expect to see no one bat a alav*- 
bolder. On enteriiig the room, be saw hi* beautiful wife aloii& He 
waa BO orercome tfajat lie almost fell to the Soot, exclaiming at ibe 
same time : " It is my wife 1 " They rushed togeth v, and a baj/pta 
bride and bridegroom could not be fbund in the world — we '11 Tentnre 



The New Turk Tribune, of Pebmary 24, 1837, has the following : 
' We find, in a Worth Carolina paper, ibe following advertisement, 
which presents a coiiotu Illnstration of slavebolding law and 
slaveh^ding maimers : 

"SriTH OP N. CABOT-niA, Jomeb Cohbtt. — Whereas ccraipUint 
upon oath hath this day been made to ns, Adonijah McDanial and 
John N. Hyman, two of the Justices of the Feace of said county, 
by Frouklia B. HarrisMi oi said county, plants-, that a certain 
mole slave belonging to him, named Sam, bath absented himself 
fKm bla iaaat«T'a services, aad Is lurking about said county, com- 
mitting acts of felony and other misdeeds. These are, therefbre, in 
the name of the State, to CMnmand the wd slave forthwith to 
surrender himself and return home to his master , and we do hereby 
require the Sheriff of s^ Coonty ot Jones to mohc diligent search 
and pursuit after the «^d slave, and him having found, to aj^trdiend 
and secure, so that he may be conveyed to his aoid master, or other- 
wise discharged aa the law directs ; and tiie said Sheriff is hereby 
anUuiiised and empowered to raise and take with him such power 
ot his county as he shall think flt for apprehending the said slave ; 
and we do hereby, by virtue of the Act Of Assembly in each case 
piDvided, intim^e and declare that if the said slave, Dained Sam, 
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idMh not Rurender Unwelf And tetnm bccDe bnmadlktalr N 
jrablicatioQ of theK presenta, thai am/ ptrton mn kiUmdiiu 

flr tBip«oc*BMB( o/an) crimt or offsucijhr w thtag, »md ivtdWf ncvniijr 
a^ penalig and Jbrfeiture ihatbif. 

" Oirea nnder cat handi and wab the SMh dav of Septemlw, 
«.B. 1866.— A. McDiKiBL, J. P. J. N. HniAir, J. P. 
" jlIOO Rewabd. 

i^rehension and deUvny of tbe 
. Jail In the Sute »o that I get 
him, or One Handled DoUan Ibr hia iieod, 

" Oct. Irt, '66. P. B. Habusoit.'' 

' Fifty doUan for the person of " tho B^d bo; " Sam, but one 
.hundred dotlars for his head, the kllliag a£ him, " vithont incnirlng 
an; peiuJt? or forfeiture th^ebf," being taHy aatbia-iaed in a legal 
document under the handi and aeala of two justices of the peace [ 
Even if Sam reada the newlpapen, and the above proclamation 
■hould come to hia knowledge, no reasonable man wouhl adtlie him 
to give himaelf up under it. It it not «o much the dai^ei, if he did 
■0, at being whipped to death by the uniaUe Mr F. B, Harrison, 
who ii evidently in a coniidi^able itate of ezcitcnient, aa the 
oerkUDty that in « coountuaity that tolerates the publication of such 
advertiseoienta, there must be plenty of sportamea who wonld jump 
at the chance of ehooting a n^ro, to ray nothing of the hundred 
dollars to be ^t by doing so ; and as there is no lime limited within 
wbieh he is to deliver himself np, thiB light of killing, without 
incurring any penalty or forfeiture, mnsl be considered as accruing 
from the rery issue of the proclamation. However, there ii no 
resLriction on the way of doing the deed, the volunteer executioner, 
under this act, being allowed the chtnce of " any means " that may 
be thought lit.' 



Tt» (bllowing is an exact copy of an advertisement Bnna a negro- 
dog tracker, in the Lexingbnt Daatocralic AdvocaU ,- Lexington b^g 
In Missouri, near the borders of Eonsaa. The adv^tisement appeated 
during the Kansas troubles, in 1835 : 
^ J. ' NSGRO DOGS— I wddU inform the citiuns of Hobini ConDly 
S^ that I still have my MEORO I>OG$, and thit 
vS^ they are in good tnining. sod ntij to atMnd S 
JaS to all calls of limitinK and calebing RUM- ~ 
AWAY NEGBOES, at ths tbllowiiig rales. For hunting per day, five 
dollars, <»' if I hove to travel any distance, every day will be cliirged for, In 
gdng and retmriing, as for hnnting, and at the SBme rates. Mot leu than 
five dollirs will be eliirged in an; case, where the Negroes come in befon I 
lesch the plsce. From fifteen to tweQtj-Gre dollars will be ebsrged for 
catching, according to ths trooble^ if the Negro has weapons, the charge wUl 
be made according to the difficulty bad in taking him, or in case be killi some 
of the dogs, the eliarge wilt not be governed by the above rates. I am 
explidl to prevent any misunderstanding. The owner of Ihe slave to pay 
all expenses m all eases. I vontore to soggest to any penm havii^ a sUre 



D,o,i,7.d.,Goo(^lc 



Mt AHEBICAK BtATSET AND COLOUR. 

rtmiMtj, tbit dm Mtcr pirn Is ta nnd fiir th* dsgi fectliwIA fdisB tb* 
n^rs goee 06^ if tbej tntoid Madiiig (t rU, *nd let no othar pcrMn go In 
lbs dincUon, if tbcf know whtcb mt; the nmawKf went ; m muy penoiM 
hsrlng othrr negroea to himt orer tho tncJc, and ^ling of pucceiiB, send fbf 
the dc^, and tben perhapa fail in coueqaenee to utdi Ueir nogro, mi 
thus onueleBBly fmlt the dogt, Terma eadi. If ttaa money ij not paid 
M the time tlis ntgpo hunted far U ongfat, he will be held bmind far tb* 
money, I cui bs fmiLd kt home it all taam, &n and a ball duIeb eaat of 
Leiiagton, except when hnnting with the do^ JOHH LOKO. 

fei. 14, ISGC 



The following waa comnumicatcd b^ a conespoiident to the 
NtK York TribtiM : 

'In Norember last [1855], while on % tour in the aonthem ttatea, 
on KCOQDt of laj bntinesa cotutactioiu ia 7enDi»it end Hosm- 

chosetts, npon the plantation ctf Hr G. W , in Wayne Conntr, 

Miaais»ppi, a negro, for some trifling o^nce, aa pretending dckneas, 
was sentenced to twentj-flve lashes, on the bare back, to be giren 
at his plantation, in presence of his irifte, and all the other slaves. 
He was tied, hand and foot, in a most painM manner, in a dark 
hole, called the " black hole," nntil the pnnishment was inflicted, 
which was done in the most inhaman manner. Afier an attempt, 
■nd only for appearance' sake, to cnre Ms wounds, he was dismissed 
to the fleld, in a miserable condition. In abont a week, he was 
strong enough to arail himself of an opptntnnity oKred him to 
escape ; and, taking no clotMng bnt what was absolutely necessai;, 
he went to a large swajnp in the vicinity ; and, in about two hoars, 
he heard the horrid braying of blood-boonds, or, as they call Utem, 
" negro dogs." A^cr most terrible a^ny for forty-eight hoors, and 
the slightest possible chance of escape, he was left alone ; and then 
commenced his tiiais. In a state the most inhnmim in the Union, 
with no friends to assist him, cot even the necessaties of lif^ I met 
him, I gave him a salt of clothes, some money, and by dint of 
concealment in the daytime, and only travelling at night, he passed 
through Kentucky, and arrived in the land of fr^om— that is, on 
Uie borders of Ohio — in January 1855. The weather was intensely 
cold, his feet horribly frosted, his clothes torn to shreds, but bis 
heart uplifted by the hope of liberty. Meeting some kind friends, 
as they always do in Cincinnati, he was working manfolly in a 
secret place, to obtain money to go to Canada ; and by this time he 
is well on the way, « 1 wonld fear to expose his whereabouts. I 
have since heard &om a friend of mine there, that his wife receivad 
ten lashes for aiding in his escape. He is determined to cmn enough 
money to bny his ftdtliful wife, and both to live in a free state, where 
slaveholders and blood-houitda are not the boast of the canmuni^.' 

BUVE-WHIPPDia IN HIBSOCBI. 

A gentleman travelling through the state* west of the HlMisdppi, 
sent lately to a New York newspaper the folli>wing account of an 
incident which came under his notice, in LeziDgton, Missouri: 

' Id the morning of the 21at Febniary 1866," he says, 'I waa, ftir 
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At tnt tine Ib bj UA^ a VaaUta* of Itae Mle «f atavea. Two 
jtHu^; mea and a giri, aboot tighteea Jem at ae^ were placed i^on 
tin Uock, snnonuded bf fottjr or fl% ilavdiiriden. The flrat pU 
^ wa« a "ligger" of great beauty uid fine Ibnn. llie ancUoDeeT 
oammMic«d bj' eihorting tbe fiuinen to [emember that the hemp 
vaa all down — himdB vers aaaee — niggen had taken a rise; and 
told them that thfxo stood one of tlie Iteit-looking niggere in ths 
Btaie ; Qiat he waa a dave for li^, ud bad no wife to trontla him 
— waa Bound — had good teeth and eyei ; in shart, wns an " exceUent 
nigger 1 " The bidding proceeded until 1250 dollan wai reached, and 
tbe hammer fell upon the nigger, who was led away b; the liigliest 
bidder. Daring the eale, the auctioneer and others indulged in 
wltticisnu and pnna npon the boj, which set the crowd to laughing ; 
bol Uw (lare did not latif^ Hot a imila nor a tear did 1 notice 
dnrii^ the whole time. His ezprCBBion was that of deep 
dcspondenoy. 

■ Being allied awaj, I did not we the ottier two sold. Beraral 
others were «cid in tiuit place during the lame week at SharifTi 
sale. On the loccaeding ^Friday, a Mcne waa pieaented in that same 
conrt-honae vhidi almost b^(^ deacription. 

' Shniff Withers, haring a " nigger woman," who, on the previous 
day, had been negflectfU of her taalcwork, sent fta a blacksmith to 
come and chastise her. He come, bolt«d the door, tied the woman's 
hands togethv, and lashed them over her head to the ceiling, and 
ocmimeDced whipping. The screams of the woman brooght her 
huabaitd to the rescue. He broke open the door, and with a butcher- 
knife in his hand, rushed forward to cat his wife loose. Tlie slare 
and Uackimith encountered each other, and in the afii'sj the latter 
got his aim cat. The slave finally surrendered, and was led away to 
the jail, while tbe woman recdred a donUe whipping. Iheae are 
iho fbcts in the case. 

' News of this " horrible outrage " was soon circulated, and tbe 
asdtement became Intense. At four o'clotjc, the mob, nnmbering 
two or three hundred, moved towards the conrt-houie. The " boy " 
— a quadroon of abont forty years of age — was brought into the 
boilding and placed within the bar. Colonel Heed was called to 
preside, and Colonel Walton explained the object of the meeting. 

' He said ; " A great crime has been committed — an outrage upon 
one of our citiiens by a nigger. We have come together, not to 
imbrae our hands in tbe blood of innocence ; bat rebelUon of slaves 
is bectHuing common. Something muet be done to put a atop to itj 
to protect our wives, our childreu, and our sacred homea." 

* A member at the legislature earnestly remonatrated against mob- 
law, and recommended that a day be appointed to whip the boy, and 
have all the slaves of the county present. He was not heard throngb, 
for the speech did cot suit the mob. A committee of twelve was 
appcnated to decide immediately what paoishment the boy should 
receive. That committee retired, but soon returned, with Colonel 
Reed at their head, who read the following annonncement : 

' Your committee hxse decided ikal the hou thall recei-ae onb TBOVBiXD 
Joiftci on hie bart back, ttm> hundred lo M administered lAi* eeetiing (if 
he can beU' it), and the remaiBtng eight hundred from fi'ms to time, 
at in tie judgment of the conanitlee hi* phyiical nature can bear tat 
mtder it. Alio, at advise that a committee of three pAgtidani at 
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efpnnUd to t t y t rmHud A» aperalk^, aid dm- atmai' U okwft 
1> iMb Ana. Alto, tkat df penn mhom irm wtu aU bj ikt tkm* 

' Ae f^ort wu ataDoat BBHirimotiriy adt^tted-, die wielifaed danB 






'Let tha re«d«r BOW iiDBfrine ColoDel Seed npon the bench, «igaD 
fa BMMitk, UiM* boDoiiMd pbyEicUni on th« ti^t, wtd time bwl^ 
dn^otden (vUp* in haad) on the left of a peor sUra who wU 
lOEeliiiff before tham, with bU wb^ penoB boxed to Qie chillina 
Mmo^bere, the ttKrinoawter mnTlfing zero. Onttitk die bar erv 
two or throe tanndred berder-nifflaiu, rU ««ger fbr Uood. Bncb 
yrtm Hbo Mcne preaented Is the coart-hoase of LexkigtaD, in the 
Mate of MmmdI, oo Um Ust Frldaj oTFebraary 1666. 

'The whipiuDg commenced. Colonel Beed spraDg to faia ftet 
with cnilaaityi more than a hundred heads were peering in to 
get a ^ht of their miserable Tictim. But before a dozen laahei 
had been admintetered, the alare fell to die floor, bleeding and 
writhing in agony. The slaveholder atmck the liarder. and ordered 
him to get up. The physicians interfered, and felt his pulse, and 
dadaied that ha eouU never stand inch laahee. 

'Some 0D« nied onti "BSS yet to come," and the whq>MDc waa 
TeauuMd, Ladi apcNi lash wa« iufficted, until am ivnAtd had 
been given, when his whole back, from the tt^.of his ahouldeia dow« 
to hit ray &et, wa* a mass of blood and mangled flesh. 

'Tliewhqitdng wai cmtinoed widiont oeairtian, amid the rooat 
piteoni and beaeeduoK waiU and cries, such at: "O geu'laaen, 

genlemeii, have mercy I " "0 gen'teaien 1 " "0 J/dd 1 " " O 
I.oril" until the^ became fainter, and died away upon the ear. 

'Wlien they commeDced givii^ him the second hondred, I Idt 
the room in angoiih of ^irit, excluming to tnyself; "Oh, that 

1 were a dog, that I might not call man my brother 1 " 

' He wBS not pemitUd to ri«e until the two hundred w&e given, 
fie was taken out the next day, bui it was decided he was too sora 
to whip. On the tiiird day, ho was taken ont and wliipped egaia 
in the presence of a large crowd ; but when they had givai hist 
twenty, his strength eom^ately ttled him. 

' Wb^MT the whole of Ute thonaaod lashes were administeied, 
or whether he gave out bribie reoeirii^ the cmnpiete penalty, 1 have 
no means of knowing; but I do kiiow that some of the leading 
■lavtbcddeis pieced aanuelvea to each othw to aary 'a Uuough, 
despite the indignation of a pwtion of the community and i^ tlu 
«itre«tte« c^ Ui master, altho^i at first the master had given faim 
«p to the mob heartily, and was even wiUiJtg tbey Aoald hang him.' 



■Uicbad Boylan, a Gaman, residing on Lover's Lane, near this 
city, was arrested yesterdir by Seigeaot Wilson and. Privatei 
Bichardson and WiUler, of the mounted police, on a charge of 
whipping his own slave, a man named St^juej', to death. The 
circiunstances of this outrage, m we have learned th^i, sue as 
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ftBoira : It an***" *^t *^ ndra bod betn raaawaf for ■MM Um^ 
knd vM takan on Tnatda}' iMt ttti onried to j^ bj ConiUbla 
Jooee. He vm Iben wliipped, and turnod orsr t« lii* maiter. 
Y^sterdaj, BoyUn, while niltr the inflnenoe of liqnor, naewcd the 
paaUbment, ntd continued it- natil the negift tank nnder tite 
iDfttetioD, aiid died. When Bogeuit WHion arrived *t the ipot, 
the negro waa lying on the ground li&less, and ^oylan b^ the Mde 
«t Um, cmnptetie^ Mofificd by Uqnor. /Dm latlu, togoiiat with 
W* aeptmr, wboM name we did not lean), wers aireatAd and cairicd 
befei* Jmdee BiiMel, who ooranntted tbon both to jiOl fc* flurtber 
fxaminatkia. SerKeant Wilaon is of opinion thai bat for hi* 
tnompC anivBl on the ipot, the negro would hare been buried and 
tbs crime concealed, aa the a^ta waa alieady pcepared and a hole 
dng to roceire it. We ara ahodced to record loch a crime in onr 
nidet, and tnut that the law will be rigidly raforced «B>diwt tke 



From Tht Mimphu Appial. 

At a meetii^ of the citlienB of BmnnerCoonty, heUatOie Otmrt- 
honaC on Saturday, the Sth of December, ISSfl, Thoaiaa C. Donglaa, 
Wil^O. Donglaa, uid L. A. Edwarda, wen appointed cburmen, and 
Thonaa T. T. Tabb, tenetUT-. 

The object of the meeting having been expltJned in ftrj pertinent 
and fqtpnqniate lenarka bj Heeira John W. Head and Houston 
Sototncm, H waa leiolTed that the chairmen appdat a cosaiDittee of 
twelve to condder the derelopnienta of an hwurrection eHcitied from 
some of the leaders liiepeof, and to draft resolntions by Monday, 
12 o'clock, when thia meeting will meet again to reteive or reject 
awfD, and to adopt tome plan for the better security of tbe com- 
mimity; whereupon the chairmen appointed the fcllowing gentlemen 
1hBCODimilt«e— namdy, Albert E^anklin, William Parker, Dr James 
£. BtnckBtDKs T^ Baymond Head, J. SeaweU Cair, Joa^ Waltor^ 
Robert Myert, John W. Head, M. S. Bingletoo, W. JL Baber, Dr t. 
M. Tarter, and LeotAdrnM Baker. 

The meeting thai adjoomed to Monday, 13 o'olock. 

MoHitaf, IJec. 8.— The meeting having been called to orfer, the 
aommittee reported the Jbllowhig rwwhitioni, which were anantanooMy 

1 Bached, Tha* wo have the clearMt ovidcnco that there waa » 
contem^Med insnrrecUon among a portion of the *i«ve« of oqt 
eonnty ; In this we all concur, and that the pteaent inveetigation by 
whidi the pie* hae in part been nnravelled and known to ei»t. lie 
can^iilly proaecnted until the whole pUn is fully developed, and tliat 
Boch an investigation be set on foot in the varion* dvil diatncta of 
the county by tbe nia«ps(iatea thereof. 

a lUmtved, That the varioai magistratea of the county hand Over 
fte leader* of the compracy to a juiy of twelve RUrehoidera rf thia 
comity, appointed by this nweting; whidi jury ehal! try sarf elftTea, 
and deal with them aa the Intereat of the cranmumty may reijnire . 
«ud jnry t» adopt Mich wpUatiooi ki regard to the trial a» they 
Uiink pnq)er. 
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8. Baohai, That each civil district in tbe coimtf meet and 
OTKaolM a inffldent pMrol, or bodj' of men, prepared for any emet- 
geooy, whose dnfy it dull be to lee that the negroea remain on tlieir 
nuuteM' pKmiMa at n^t and on the Sabbath, imleis alneirt ly 
written penniMioa ai the owner or hirer, dengnntta^ the time thef 
aie to fa« aiwent, and the place thej are to go to ; that said patncd 
also perform nMh other ■er*ice« u the Mfety and peace ot the 
ccamnnnitf may reqmre, and this organbation be kept sp fbr thirty 

4. Buohtd, That in addition to the abore Te^nbtions, each nunter 
patnd bi* own premises, see that his own slaves remain hiHne at 
idght and on the Sabbath ; and that other nefroet do not congregate 
with his. 

6. Saoliicd, That no volnntarj assembl^e of negroes be permitted 
■t night, or on the Sabbath, lor an; porpoee, for twelve months to 

6. Eeiolvfd, That during the Christinas holidajs no slave be p^- 
mitted to leave his master's premiscB, nnless on businesB of the 
mastfr or owner, and with bis written pemilfeio)), epeci^ing tlie 
time, place, and busincBs. 

7. Rtic^td, That all citizens be vigilant in seeing that the 
laws relative to slaves, hiring their time, carrTlng arms, buying 
ardent spirits, aesmnbling together, going tnEf their masters' premisea 
with white moi and &ee persona of colour, ticking M Uiem in a 
manner calcnlated to excite discontent, trading wiUi them, te, be 
pnanptly executed. 

8. BaolMd, That we recommend that the law be rigorondjr 
NLfbrced agungt free negroes, when found guilty of a violation ai it ; 
and that a vigilant watch be kept over their movements. Should 
any one or more of them in any conunonity be a Dnisaoce, then On 
community might take snch steps in r^ermce to them as it is- 
regarded JKcessary for its peace and safety. Ko free person* of 
ctdour shall remove to and settle in this county. 

9. Baahed, That there are persons in our midst who are selling 
Uqttor to slaves, in violation of the law, sad we recommend all such 
to cense their traffic, and if not, they will be required to leave the 
county, or the severest penalties will be inflicted upon them. 

On motion — RtaiAvsd, in addiOdn, That no school be kept open bx 
the education of negroes, whether fi:ee or slave. 

Raaload, That if any of the jury (of twelve appointed now), mider 
the second resolution, ahould UH to act, that '^o prosidGnt of the 
meeting supply their places by others, and that we endMie all such 
appointments made by Mm. 

Bemlved, That the proceedii^ of the meetiiig be published in 
Hie Siasrier Flag, Vjaoit and Aatrkan, NadnilU Smuar, and The 
Gaxette, and that a copy thereof be Ibmishad to each magiBbate in 
the county. 

Having appointed the jurj' of twelve, in omfimnity with the 
second nsolution, the meeting adjonmed. (Signed) TaoMAS C. 
SoDoua, Wn-BT G. Docous, L, A, Edwaxim. 
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The price of ihrei, u fau been wdd, hu riaen conridenblf dnrtng 
the paot two or Ihrae jean, and ii Mill risliig. In a letter fiyun 
Iieibigtaii, G««^ia, DeMmber 2, IftS^ to the Augtuta C^rmkie, the 
Hiriteraajj; 

' Abont 100,000 dcffloTs' worth of proipertj waa wtM here to-day— 
hud and negroea. Some of tbe Mlea were ahead c^ anTthtng we 
baie erer heard. A n^ro girl, fifteen years old, Bold for 1280 
doUan ; another girl, fonrteen Tears old, eold for 1380 dollars; 
another girl, foorteen yean old, fbr 1806 dollars ; another girl, 
el^t«en years old (in ianilj way), for 1600 dollars j a boy, eighteen 
jeara old, tat 1290 dollars ; a fellow, twenty-two years old, for 1600 
dollars. These negroes belonged to the estate of John Wynn, 
deceased, and were sold on a credit of twelye months. There were 
flftf-seveu of Wynn's negroes sold to-day, and brought 44,026 dollars. 
Of these, a great number (more than ordinary) were women and 
children ; and a few diseased and old sold low. It is also proper to 
state, that but few of these negroes were bonght by the legatees, and 
no( one of those of which we have mentioned specific prices. They 
were commwi negroes— field-liands. 

' Bnt the most extraordinary sales were of three negroes belon^ng 
to the estate of Mrs Mary Watson : Leah, a negro girl, sixteen years 
old, sold for 1525 doUars; Harriet, abont twenty years old, and 
child in her arms, sold for 1840 dollars^tenn, twelve months. 
These ^cea appear incredible, but all who are disposed to doubt 
f:an be satisfied by refening to the Becord of the Court of Ordinwy 
(rf Oglethorpe County.' 

In an article recommending the South to unite in defending its 
InstitutionB, the Charleston Mercury cnSers the following explaoa&ona 
respecting the rise in the price of negroes : 

' Cheapness of labonr is essential to the material pn^;reBS of every 
people ; but this can only obtain with the abundance of supply. 
Bow, slare-labour is, and ought to be, the cheapest kind of labour. 
It will only become otherwise, when foreign and hostile influences are 
made to bear against it. The abolition of the slave-trade, by cutting 
ofi' the supply, tends to this icsnlt. Slaves were never before so high 
in the South. They have, witJun the last few years, advanced 60 per 
cent, in price, and, in some instances, even more. To what is this 
attributable ? Is it to ao increase in the value of their productions ? 
We think not. Taking the three great staples — cotton, rice, and 
sugar — as the standards, we can discover no such increase in the 
profits of their culture aa would warrant this advance. Indeed, It 
may well be doubted, whether planting, thronghout the South, 
during the last ten years, has been as profitable as for the aame 
preceding period. It has certainly not been more so ; and the pnr- 
chaser now of slaves, at aix handled doUars each, has no promise of 
better returns for their labour, than when he bought them at four 
hundred dollars. The slave can neither cultivate nor produce more 
now than formerly. Thus, so far as the planting interest is con- 
cerned, the anomaly is presented, of an advance in the market-value 
of the capital employed, without any corresponding increase in its 
profits. We mast therefore seek elsewhere for the real cause of the 
present high price of slavea. 
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' Hie inflnx of gold fr<Hn Califinrua, in swelling the coat of almost 
erer; upecie* of property, neceseoril; affiled that of slaves. But 
there la ft nsson deeper and beyond this : it i> the acarciti/ of, fts 
oompsred with the mnltiplying demandi for, fo&aui'; demands, too, BO 
impenttiTe that thej mast be eapplicd at almost onj cost. In the 
laat few Tears, intemsl improTemenU in the South have been pro- 
■ecnted on a scale greater than ever before. With the consdou 
of her resourcea, hu come the determination to develop them.' 



■The cnlonied population volnntarily mBtain several ctrardies, 
achools, and mntnal asalstaoce and inpinvemeDt societies, and there 
are eTideiltl}r persona among them of no inconsiderable cultivation of 
mind. .Among the police reports of the ciCf newspapers, there was 
latelj (April 1855) an account of the apprehension of twenty-fonr 
"genteel coloured men" — so Ihey were described — who had been 
found by a watchman assembling privately in the evening, and been 
lotted In the wntch-hoase. The object ttf their meeting appears to 
have been purely benevolent, and, when tbey were examined before 
A magistrate in the morning, no evidence was offered, nor does there 
seem to have been any suspicion that they had any criminal purpose. 
On searching their persons, there were fonnd a Bible, a viuume of 
Seneca's Morals; Life in Earaett; the printed constitution of a 
society, the object of which was said to be "to rtlitvt the tick, and 
6ttr^ de dead:" and a subscription paper, to jnirchaie the frtedoJH of 
Ebia Hoaard, a young woman, whom her owner was withng to seJX 
at 6S0 dollars. I can think of nothing that would speak higher fac 
the character of a body of poor men, servants and labourers, than to 
find, by chance, in their pockets, juit such things as these. And I 
cannot valne that man as a countryman, who does not feel intense 
humiliation and indignation, when be learns that sucb men may not 
be allowed to meet privately together, with such laudable motives, in 
the capital city of the United States, without being subject to dis- 
graceful punishment. Washington is, at this time, governed by the 
Know Nothings ; and the mo^strate, in disposing of the case, was 
probably actuated by a well-founded dread of secret conspiracies, 
inquisitions, and persecutions. One of the prisoners, a slave named 
Joseph Jones, he ortlered to be flogged ; four others, called in the 
papers free men, and named John IS. Bennett, Chester Taylor, 
George Lee, and Aqnila Barton, were sent to the workhouse; and 
the remainder, on paying costs of court and fines, amounting in the 
Eggr^ate to one hundred and eleven dollars, were permitted to 
lange loose agun.' — Olmstuft Journey in ric Seaheard S>ai:e Stales. 



Among the many anecdotes now in circulation connected witi 
alRurs in Kansas, is the following, whidi we condense fiom tlM 
Serald of Freedom, a Kansas newspaper, January 10, 1857. 

For some time, a nnuber of free negroes have heen residing 
among the Cherokee Indians, following various occupations, and 
Intermarrying with the Indian women. A young man, son of a 
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DqpD hy OM of tb«e lodbn wiTei, wandered lately into Kanias, 
vtieN he procursd empli^meut as a groom at the Bt^e-station on 
Stranger Creek, One day, nhilo he wa» engage* at the door of the 
'stable, two wbit« men rode ap to the place, aud eyeing the young 
man, thought they might make a good Itooty — probably 1200 doUon 
— by ciuTfing him ofl; and Belling him. With thia desigB, they 
entered into conferaation with bim ; they charged him with being a 
fiigitive Blare from Flstte County, and indeicd him immediately to 
come along with them. This chaj^ the lad denied, and refiued to go 
with them. Tlueatt were now used ; and when a pistol was premnted 
to intimidate him, he ran hurriedly to the honae to And a gun with 
which to defend bimaelf. At he went towards the hoaie, one of the 
mffiana find his reTOlTer, and shot the poor yoong man in the leit 
•ide. FoKonatelj, the bullet, InMu the position in which the aandlant 
waa atauding, glaiioed outwardly, ot it might hare pcoTed fUaL He 
leaehed the house, aad getting a, gua ironi it, chased ob» al the lUlowi 
till be diaappearad down a Taviite ; tben, retmniDg, he managed to 
interc^ tbe oUier, who pileously be^sd lor mercy, and fln^y 
gare np a fiTe-inch Colt's ravolTer. Thus free from an in&nxnu 
attempt on hia liberty, be fbund It naceaaary to attend to bit 
wimiaded aide. Be went to Lawrence, where hi* wound being 
■tteoded to, he soon racoTeted. 

HBOBOEI AXT> mTLATTOXN KeBPIMO BIaVEI. 

Mx Oimtted, in traTSlling throng Tvas, arrired mm night at 
« honae where ha learn* aame omioa* particalan ieq>ec(lng free 
nagMM and mnlattoe*. 

'At the house where we ■ttq)ped — In which, 1^ the way, we 
ate our aupper by the li^t of lune-knots blaziDg ia the dilmney, 
with an apoli^y for the absence of candles — we hraird pome conTsr- 
aation upon a negro of the neighbourhood, who had been sold to 
a free negro, and who lefoeed to lire with Mm, laying he wouldn't 
be a aervaut to a Digger. All agreed that he was right, altbougfa 
the man wa* well known to be kind to hla aegroes, and wimld 
alw*y* sell any of tbem who wished it. The ilaTe had been aoid 
becaoae he wouldn't mind. " If I had a ntgro that wouldn't mind," 
M^ the woman of the honae, "I'd break hia head, or I'd sell him. 
I wouldn't bave one about me." Her own *erTaBt wta standing 
behind her. " I do think it would b« better if there wasnt ai^ 
niggers in the world, they do behaTe so bad) some of 'mo. Thej rtrad 
jn*t like bogs," 

' We ioquiied about the free n^roea of whom they were apenking, 
and were told tliat there mre a number in the county, all molattoes, 
who had come from Louisiana. Some of tham owned many negroet, 
and Urge stocks. Th^e were some white people, good-for-nothing 
people, that married in with them, but they couldn't lire in Texas 
after it ; all went oyei into Louisiana- liey knew of no law 
excluding free negroes ftom the state { if there were any nich law, no 
one here eared fbr it. 

'ITiia county has been lately the scene of events, which prove that 
it most haie contained a mnch larger number of free negroes and 
persons of mixed blood than we were informed on the spot, in 
ijrite of the rery *evere statute forbidding their introducUon, which 
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bM bMu backed by ■dditfanul lesUative PMialttM in 1566. Bnaia 
tofSther, tber have been able to renrt tbovtnret, not only ni Ite 
legil Midioiitiet, but <^ a local " VigUaooe Cvnunitto^" which gtm 
tbem a cert^u luimber of honrB to laiie the stitc^ md « gnenilla cf 
■IdmiBhe* and mvrdars baa been canied on for mai^ nxmUia, npon 
the bank* <€ Uie Sabine, witb the reriToI of the old namea d 
" Modeiatora aod Beguiatora," c£ the e*rij Texnas. 

' The fend ^ipean to hare commenced with the otmdannation, hy 
* jnatioe at the peace, of a ftee nnlatto, named Samnel Ashwoith, 
to leceive twenty -flve laahee, on a ehaige of malicionf killing of Iw 
noghbour'a bogs, and <^ impertiiiait taUdng. Hie Aabwortha wen 
a rich mulatto fiuuily, lettled in Texas in die eacUeat daya «f the 
r^oblic, and esen^ted br ^edal meutim fivm tbe opeiatdoa tt 
tbe law fivUdding neidaice to 1^ Degree*. They are now thrce 
and fbnr generatioiu removed &om Uack blood, and hare had a 
r^ntation fiir great hoapitality, keeping tqien boiue fbr all -wbo caU. 
The member of the flwuly who was ocmdemDed to the indignity of 
being puUidy whipped, iNMe apoD hit guard while in tbe banda of 
the iberif^ and eai^ed. In a ftw d^n after, he returned with a 
mulatto companion, aod ahot the man on idiose testimony he was 
condemned. Upon thia the. Vigilanoe Committee wa« orgaidae^ and 
the sheriff who was nupected cX .ouniTanoe at tbe eac^e of 
AdiwcKth, and all the Aahvortta fluoily with their idatiTea aid 
sapporteiB, Enmmgiied to leave Ute county on pain <£ deatii. On the 
other hand, all free mai of cidonr on the border, to the nomber of 
one hundKid and fifty, or mon^ joined with a few wliites anfl 
Spaniaxde, fbriDcd an organised band, and defled the c<HnmitCee ; *"^ 
tliea ensaed a eeries of aasaasinationa, burnings of honsBs and aaw- 
mills, and open fights. The Uoderators, or committee-men, became 
strong eooDgh to .range the county, and demand that every maof 
capable of beaiiog arms, sliould join them, or quit the oonnty oa 
pain of death. Tbi« increased the leeiataDce and the tdoody 
retaliation, and, at the last accounts, they were laying regnlar si^e 
to the bouse of a lainily who had TeOieed to j(^ them. TUity 
familiw had betat compiled to leave the county, and mwdeia were 
atill occuiring every weeic Among those killed were two itrangaa, 
trarelling through the county; also the depnty-iherif^ and tbe 
sheriff luneel^ wbo was found concealed under the floor <^ a kmely 
bouse, with a quantity of machinery for the iaeue of &l8e ukoot, 
and instantly shot ; the proprietor of the bmue, defending himxj^ 
revolver in hand, feU pierced with mai^ balls. Th« aid <d the 
military power of the state bad been invoked t^tiiekgalanthoritieB; 
but tiie isnie I hav« not seen in the newip^ers.' 

We talte this opportunity of recommoidiDg fbr penual the two 
excellent works of Mr Olnuted — Jouna/ in fJU Staboard Sbzot Slata, 
aod .A Jourtity tArovffb Tesuu. (XMidco: Sampionliow; New Teak: 
Hix and Edwards.) 

TOUKO ^I BLBCTIONS. 

On this eubject, on article appears in Putnean'i SfonAbi (a New 
YoA magazine), for November 1^66. The writer, in uiuaitii^c 
that respectalde persons should aystematiciUly Teftise to take part 
in elections, nutlcet the following obeervations ; 

'The whole white mate popnUtion of the United Btalei, far 
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laimce, orar twmtj-Mie yean at age, md, to be preramed, entitled 
to vote, it akont 5,100.000; Mtd yet the votes cMt st a preridential 
election iMon exceed 3, )m,000 ; lekTing two nrilHoiis of inhabitant* 
wbodonotoaetlKfrfrandiise; InUieetate on!iewT<»k,in 1S63,I1m 
voting peimlBtloii exceeded 800,000, yet flie vote* tstiuned did not 
oceed SOOfiOO. In Huudiinetti, lAwe tlteTo ore more people, 
compar^vel;, o^aMe of fbrmtaig bo opinion than in any otb»- Mate 
la tbe UniMi, tbe wliite malei, over twenty-one, aro neuly 300,000 ; 
and yet die Wt^ in IMS, waa only 188,000 ; shewing Oiat nesdy 
•wo-tUida of tbe adott pt^nlalaoii, for some catue or other, bad 
Mayed aw^ ftwn tlie pdu. And the proportian ii nearly as great 
in aerwal oQier itatea. 6ome of titeae deiinqnenti ore, of conrae^ 
kcfitaw^l^illiMBi^otliera by engagements abroad, but the majority, 
we have no doubt, by tiieir own Tolnntary indiSbience and n^lect.' 
Hie writei adda: 'The efltet ii, that the poll* are ccmtrolied by 
interested or Infbrtor penona, who get ttiemBelvea or tbeir Eeilows 
Into important tnuta, and shape the laws, and the adminiatration of 
the Utwk, to mit tlieiT own dei^ased pnrposea. Tliey increMe tbe 
taea, tbey di«penae jotM, they peculate in tbe public fimda, (hey 
degrade the entire boiineis and character of office, and arrange 
electlonB lo aa to aecnre a Icind ot liereditary tenure for tbemaelTea 
and tbeir IHenda. Bnt, anddenly, by aome tremendons malfeaaance, 
the eommamty ia anmaed, and it looka with extreme nirprite npon 
tbe enormity to which abniea have lieen carried. Why, however, 
■hovid it be anipriaed? Waa tuyOiittg else to be expected? If the 
beat men of aodeQ' — w^-infinmed and npright men — withdraw 
ftcm a participation in pabHa affidra, leaving them to any and all 
•arts of dlqnes, or to [TofesaioDal jobbers, who manage primary 
meetings and conventions, have they any one to blame tmt them- 
B^vea ? If the clei^ryman and the echoUr, if Uie lawyer and the 
merchant, if tbe peaceaUe mechanic and the honest labourer, refliaa 
to take an active part in nominating and choosing good representa- ' 
lives, they cannot complain that tlie rowdy and tiie Iwllot-ataSbr 
tat^A advantage of their FEanissneas.' 

It ml^t liave been added that the principal reason wliy respect- 
aUe perstms absent themselves from elections in some of the large 
idties, is tlie dread of suffering personal oatrage; and on this 
accoont, th^, sorely, have good cante fbr compl^nt that tlie 
'rowdies and ballot-stnilbTs' are not pnonptiy dealt with by the 
■ntboritias. In consequence of tlie oatragea at die polls at the last 
dectioas in ITew York, the Fecoider of that city thus addicssed 
the grand jnry on the snbject (Nov. 1856): 

*Witbin the present weelc, oar dty has been the scene oT ontragea 
tb tlie polls whk^ are homiliatii^ to ns as tdtizens, and di^fraceftil 



of police, from the opening to tlie closing of the polls, there was one 
constant scene of riot and bloodshed. Respectable citizena, who went 
peaceably to die p^ to deport tbdr votes, were knocked down and 
dragged through the sheets without any interference on the psrt 
Ot the police to pevent the outrages. Enndreda were driven from 
the polls by an organised band (^desperadoes, who opollj itAieed to 
allow the electors to deposit a vote, nnleas it wntuned the Dame <^ a 
certain candidate. 
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*I h^n nuM tiwM lenuAt that yon may Ae better ^ipreetate 
the neeeasity of ^ompt «ctioQ oq joar part In certuD cs«e» vUck 
Till be presented for your consideration. I will here add, that & 
laige numbw of the police foice wai mHidnwn from the flrat wu4 
by order of the roa^or of our dt7, and that a laige nnmbw of tb« 
police fime was on forlough on the day of election, and were 
engaged in advantang the interests of certain cmdldates, instead 
of IwingHigagediii kee^ng the peaoe at the polls.' 

vtfnaa a: blatx sum. 

Some stnnga ^clonires occaaionatly tales place reapectins the 
system of voting at elections in the slave states. A person named 
Underwood was lately nnder the necessity of advertising his property 
for sale, and quitting Virginia, in consequence of displeasing the 
papular opinion. The case of T. Stanoard, as told bj himself in a 
letter to the Newkattn FaUadimn, Nov. 18, 1956, is worth narrating;. 

' I formerly resided at Fail Haven, where my fkmily are now, and 
ever have been ; but having myself been engaged for several years 
past in the commission business in Norfiilk fVirginia], and having 
paid taxes tliere, and to tlie best of my abilities discharged my 
duties as a citizen of that place, I have conaidered it my residence — 
and in the spring of 18B5, 1 oflbred to vote at their election, when, 
upon a full statement of my case to the proper antharity, and with 
their knowledge that tny family were here, it traa decided that I was 
entitled to vote there, and I did so. 

' I hare never in any way meddled with the subject of slavery- 
having so inclinstion, nor, as I believed, any right to do eo — conse- 
quently there has been no ill-feeling towards me on that account. 

' Before the election, many political meetings were held in Norfolk, 
, bnt I did not attend any of them, nor did I converse with any one 
on the subject, except on one occasion, in answer to an inquiry made 
by a fHend, and then fbr a moment only. But althongh neither aii 
abolitionist nor a politician, I examined the subject as a question of 
dnty, tor me as well as for every citizen of the United States, and I 
made np my mind that the election of Fremont would be best for all 
secti(ms of the conntry, and deterrained to vote for him — not dream- 
ing that, under our repablican goveminent, and in the democratic 
■tate of Ti^nia, any one wonld question my right to do so. 

' On the day of election, I heard oue gentleman ask another at the 

K;-office who he shonH vote fbr, and he replied; "For John C. 
mont " — and the other said he should do so too. They ntay not 
have been In earnest, but I then sapposed ttaoy were, and I had no 
reason to doubt tlist others would vote the same way ; and in the 
afternoon I wrote a vot« fbr Fremont and Dayton, and went to the 
place of voting. Hy right to vote was again examined, and on a 
Btateroeat of my case it was admitted, and I then, as tho mies 
require, wrote my name on the back of my Tote, and handed it to 
the inspector, who, as is cnstomary, read ^oud my first name, and 
then the names of my candidates. As soon as hs declared that I 
voted for John C. I^^mont, a large number of voices frmn the 
crowd shouted : "Hang bim — hang him;* and the Inspector handed 
me my vote, and said : " There is no snch ticket voted here : we can- 
not recdve this," I replied : " Very well," and took my vote again. 
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e pted^Dg oAoer exclaimed : "Don't toncli thii man;" and 
tnoi ud to two peiBona who were, I prBmine, policemen : " Take 
fcim awi^ from the polli." 

'Theoffioer* maeA hold of me, and harried me tbroogfa the crowd, 
and then left me ; and I proceeded through a vloluit itorm^of wind 
and Tsjn to mj hoaiding-hoiue, and fosn thence to my itore. I 
idterwardB Teturned to the hoose ; nod when at the supportable, I 
heard perBons epeak of the vote which had been ofleied at the polla 
for Fremont, those who spoke of It not knowing by whom the yote 
was oQered, and therefore speaking freely of it in my presence. 
From what I aaw and heard at the polls, and what woa said at the 
table, I was apptehenaiTC that I had misuuderstood my right as an 
.American citizen, and that I had, though nnconeciously, M offended 
public sentiment by my vote, as to be in danger of popular violeDce, 
and I tberefoie went &Yna the table to my loom, uid locked tia 
door. 

* Soon aHer, I heard some one inquire for me ; and the landlady 
•ent a servant to roy door to say that a gentleWn wished to see 
me. On learning that he was alone, I invited him to my room ; and 
be aaJd that he came by request of another person — whom he named 
— to Bsk me if I bad offered to vote for Fremont. I replied : " Yes." 
He then inquired : " What was your motive F " And I told him that 
I ccaiscientiotisly believed it my duty to do so. He then s^d : " I 
am requested to advise you not to appear in the street to-night ; " 
and I replied that I shonld not go out of the house. He retired, 

but soon after returned, and said : " Mr F wishes to see you at 

the door." I told him that I should not leave my room that night, 

but if Mr F wished to see me, he might come to m^ room. He 

then left me, and another peraon came to my door, and informed me 

that Mr F was not at the front door, but that several men, 

whom he named, were there ; and I knew those men to be some of 
the most desperate characters in Koifolk. 

* This was in the eveniog ; and by the i^ty lamps I could see from 
my window a collection at persons in the street, whose number 
increased till late in the night ; and I beaid their threats of violence 
to my person and destruction to my property. Towards morning, a 
fire occurred, and an engine passed near by, which drew after it a 
portion of those around the house, and attracted tor a time the 
attention of others ; and I took the opportunity to leave the bouse 
nnobaerred, and went to a place ot concealment. While in my 
hiding-place, some friends took paina to ascertain whether it was 
prudent for me to appear again in public, and they found such a 
state of excitement and exasperation existing in consequence of my 
TOte, that my life would be in danger if I was discovered. They 
also foimd that the customary routes of travel to the North were 
closely watched, although many believed that I had already left the 
tity. 

' Early on the morning of the second day after my imfbrtnnata 
vote, I escaped from the dty by an unusual rout^ and in disguise^ 
and made my way to uiy family ; and I hope now, that when the 
excitement has passed, I may safely return te No^Mk, at least to 
remain till I can settle up toy affitirs in that place.' 
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A laOHIQAIf UAK DSIVES FROH QXOItOU. 

En fhe Dttrmt Advtrtieer, the fbUowiog letter appean, from ft 
correspondent in Venoontville, Michigsn : 

' Under date of AugoBt 19, 165«, Mr Mosea C. Chnrch, fcrroerlj' a 
reradent of tUi plaoe, vhere hii parenta now live, bat tlieti beii% in 
tbe employ of Ms imcle, Rarvej Hall, Id ColimibaB, Geoi^tia, wrote 
* letter to Mb fUfier, wMch contained tho fbllaTing para^^ph : 

"Pi^ticB just nov we all the go here — in fact, I never saw a 
Cmnmnnitj' w wholly given up to it in my life. We hare only tno 
ttdceta— TiUmeve and Bttchanan, tboagh, if there was a little more 
QODTage, and a little more concert of action, it would not be hard to 
get vj) a Tremmt ticket ; and thongh there wonld be no chance of 
bii canylDg the itate, he wonld get more votea than many mppoBe^ 

" Another finir years will see great dmnges throu^ont the 
entire Bonth. All tMB talk about diisiolTing the Union, if Fremont 
la elected, is nothing bnt bo mnch gas. The waking, non-elavebold- 
ing mechanici, and others who are dependent npon their daily labour 
tm Anr snpport, feel lotely the competition of non-paid labour ; and 
they do not hesitate to say they would rote for Fremont if they had 
■ i^utce. As voters, they are three to one of the aWeholderB, and 
they are &st flndii^ ont their strength. Thinking, sober men tiere 
actmowledgo Qtat they already see the beginning of the end ; and 
me remarked to me only isst week that, in his opinion, ten years 
tmta that day would not see a slave in America. So strong is his 
belief, that he has disposed of all his property of that kind, and doeg 
not intend to own any more. It is a current remark here among 
the working-cJaSBea, that for the fiitare thoBc who own slaves, and 
have the benefit of Oiem, may do thar own watching— tbey will 
not. I claim to know what I say, as we employ a good many hands, 
■od I know what they say." 

■ This paragraph was pnbliahed in the jEaton County R^ilican, 
and some penon, actnated either by a mean, low-lived spirit of 
mischief or a deep-seated, iniemal malignity, enclosed a htUf-sheet 
of tile paper in an envelope, and forwarded it to Mr Harvey Hall. 
On Rceiving it, Mr Hall repaired, In hot haste, and fall ot flery 
tndignatian, to the boarding-place of his nephew, to ponr oat the 
Idiitd of red-hot wraft npon his head. Mr Church oiibesitatint^y 
infbrmedtalatindettiat be wrote the paragraph, and that it contained 
faiB hranst conv1ctiotu,UMMigh be did not in the least seek to pronml- 
gste thwn at the Bontii. Itfr Hall then told him that if these were 
his Beutimeuti, be could not entertain them at the South ; and he 
Mt it to be his daty to rid the commonity of Ms presence. He 
also threatened Mm with personal violence nnleas he speedily left 
tbe covntry. This was on Satorday. Mr Hall added iiirther, that 
be mutt leave the flrtt part of the neit week ; and if he condaded 
to do KS he need have no appr^tension of personal violence, as he 
(Hall) was the only one that knew of the letter, and no measures 
wonld be taken to fbndbly expel him tmtil he shonld report in Uie 
matter. Thwe were two other m«nbers of the firm which employed 
Mr Church. On eonsniting wlOi tlieo, thoagA they wished bis 
Krvlces, yet Qiej tcM him he had better leave, for Mb nnde wonld 
mrely cany his threat Into execution If he did no^ and tiie result 
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woold be riot and bloodahed. Hr Cbnrch uw that if he undertook 
to lemain, hta life woold be endangered, and bi« wife sod ronug 
child kft to the lender merdeB of a QeoTgia mob, and all heathen- 
dom, exc^t Hijiwmri, could not have fumiibed one mora blood- 
thintj, recklees, and onpiiucipled. Wisely, tbrai, he ttcmcinded to 
leave ; and, airai^ing Ma buMnesa aa beat he cciilii, Uian^ at a 
aacrifice of four or Atb bandred dtdlan, did m on Ute next 
Wednesday. 

' Hr Hall U a native of Vermont. He emigrated to Oecr^o. 
lltere be acquired wealth and tlavei, and haa bectnoe what he ia. 
At bis aolkitatlm, hia nephew left a Incrative iitnation in IStiw 
Ynk ci^ to enter his era|Joy ; and tor writing tbe above paiagiapb 
to hia fUher, lie ia tlireateiled with ** peiaonal violence " at Oia 
faanda of the slave-driving intereat c^ one of the cUiee of one c^ our 
confederate tqmtdic^ nnleet he ipeedil; learee.' 



Dismnoa coHvnnon. 

At a DianuioB Convention held at Woieeater, Maaiachnaett^ 
JaonaiT 16, 18&7, the following Besolntioni vara fnbmitted: 

Beteiiwi, That the meeting (£ the State DUnnima Convention, 
attwded l^ men of variona partiea and afflnitiea, ravea oooauoa for k 
new atatement itf piincipleiv and a oewplatfomiitf action, 

Baolvtd, Tbat the cardinal American principle is now, aa ■Iw^'i^ 
)U)eTt7 ; while the prominent bet is now, as always, slavery. 

Betohitd, That the conflict between tlie principle of liberty aod Qiia 
&ct of slaveiy has been the whole history (f the nation for fifty 
years ; while the only result of this coeSict has Uias f»x becm to 
■trengtbenbothpartiesiaodpT^iara tLewayf<»ayet mora deepeiat« 

Baaolvid, That In Hub emergency we can expect little or nothing 
from the South itself because it is, too, sinking deeper into barbariim 
evBiy year : nor from a Bupreme Court, which is alw^s ready to 
Inveot new eecnritiee for slaveholder* : nor from a President elected 
almost sole^ by Southern voters : lux from a Senate which is pei- 
manently controlled by the slave-powei : nor tKga a new House of 
Bepresentatlvet, which, in state c£ onr agitatiim, will be more ^o- 
slavery than the present one, thongh the )a«sent one has at length 
granted all which slavery asked : nor from political action aa now 
conductedifor the Bepnbliciut leaden and presaea freely admitted, in 
public and private, that tiie election of Fremont wae^ pditically 
speakii^, 'the last hope of freedom;' and even could the Ntttthcait 
a united vote in 1S60, the South haa before it fbnr year* of annexe^ 
tion previous to that lime. 

Reaolvrd, That the fondamental difference between mere political 
agitation and the action we propose, ia this : That the one requires 
the acquiescence of tiie slave-power, and the other only tt* 

Beaoliied, That the necessity for dinmion is mitten in the wbtde 
exiating character and condition of the two sections of the countiy 
—in their eodal organisation, education, liaUt% and laws— 4n the 



er, and the.laoiels « 



D,o,i,7.<i.,Goo(^lc 



SIS AHZBICAN SIAYEKT AND COLOCB. 

•BMllant-HuiS no goreninieDt on earth wu ever atrong escnigfa to 
hold together inch oppodug forcei. 

Seiolvtd, That tbia morement does not seek merely diinnioD, but 
tl» more ptt&ct union of tlie free atMea bj tbe eipuliioa of the 
ilare itates from Qie coniedeMtion, in which they have erei been an 
elemeat of diBcot^ danger, and disgrace. 

Baoletd, That it ii not probable that the ultimate iererance of the 
Union vill be an act of deliberatioQ and diaCDaaion, but that a long 
period of deliberatioa and discniaion moat precede it, and this we 
meet tobc^n. 

iiuo&<4 That henceforward, inatead of regarding it as an olgectiDn 
toan^iyitemof policy, that it will lead to a separation of the stately 
we will proclaim that to be the hi^est of aH recommendaUons, aad 
the grateM proof of ttalwmanahip ; au'^, will mpport, politically 
01 otherwite, snch men and meamrea aa appear to toad moit to Ihu 

Boohed, Thithftbe repeated confeHioa of northern and southern 
•tateunen, < the existence of the Union is the <^ef gnarantee of 
Blavery ; ' and that the deapots of the whole world have everything to 
tear, and the slaves of the whole world everytbing to hope, from ii» 
deit^*nction, and the rise of a free northern republic 

Ruateid, niat the sooner the separatioit taliea place, the more 
peaceful it will be ; but that peace or war is a secondary considara- 
Hon, in view of our present perils. Slavery must be conquered, 
' peaceably if we can, fbrciUy if we must,' 

Among the more eloquent speakers at this Dismuon Convention 
was Wendell Phillips, who took occasion to say, that, 'If high 
thoQght, high character, a noble party, a noble state, with noble 
impnlses, be the teat of government, this Union if a Mlnre ; for tite 
character of this nation has been so barbariied in fifty years, that we 
must hide out &ros when we compare the Senate c^ to-day wiA 
that over which Aaiou Burr predded.' This said In Kew E^Iaad 
tnieSTI 
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